Coaching / Oral and Written English

Those of you, who have asked for the opportunity or are interested in improving your written English at the Intermediate III or Advanced levels, have the following possibilities:

1. A weekly composition, 1/2 page long, must be handed in along with a regular audiotape on which you have recorded your questions and comments to your corrector.  This is an excellent opportunity to work with the scenarios (See pages 3 to 7), since the scenarios that are provided are an invaluable tool for developing more fluency (comfort) with using complex verb tenses. Your corrector will make adjustments on paper, include some corrective exercises whenever necessary, and record comments on your tape.
Suggestion for topics:

1- Attempt to summarize an article you have read.

or

2- Free style: Write about a topic of your choice.
3- Proceed to write a diary*. 
Advantage: Not only will you work on your written English 

                     but you will most certainly gain new vocabulary.

Option: You are also welcome to some coaching for any writing 

assignments or technical documents. Contact Denise Larose, or Elizabeth Burton at 514-598-3107. This is free of charge and limited to the reasonable and to our time schedules. 

    Commitment: Be advised that if you commit to producing compositions,

                             you are expected to hand in the total number in the 12-week 
period covering the session. Consistency is the key to success. Don’t take this lightly; we certainly will not.

Your first composition homework is due the week of February 6, 2012. Consult Denise Larose for more precise instructions.


    Note: You may negotiate to produce a lesser number of 



               assignments.
*diary: Check the word in the dictionary.
SPECIAL TAPES

Those of you who have asked for the opportunity or are interested in extra oral practise at the Intermediate III or Advanced levels, have the following possibilities:

2.  A weekly special tape, 10-12 sentences long. This is an excellent opportunity to work with the scenarios (See pages 3 to 7). These scenarios are an invaluable tool for developing more fluency (comfort) with using complex tenses. Your corrector will make adjustments on paper and will record comments on your tape.
Note: You may negotiate to produce a lesser number of assignments.
Suggestion for topics:

1- Attempt to summarize an article you have read. 

2- Attempt to summarize a television show you have watched or a news story you have heard. 

3- Keep a diary* on tape.

or

4- Free style: talk about a topic of your choice.
Advantage: Not only will you work on your oral fluency in English 

                     but you will most certainly gain new vocabulary.

Commitment: Be advised that if you commit to producing special tapes,

you are expected to hand in the total number in the 12-week period covering the session. Consistency is the key to success. Don’t take this lightly; we certainly will not.

Your first tape is due the week of February 06, 2012. Consult Denise Larose for more precise instructions.

*If this is a new word, make sure to look it up in your dictionary.
For Special Tape
Scenario #1

Objective:
Practice using the Present Perfects, that is Present Perfect or/and Present Perfect Continuous. We use them to express situations that are ongoing into the present or that have consequences or impact in the present.

Topic: How has Internet affected your lifestyle?

Requirements:

1. Record 5 to 7 sentences.

2. Do not waltz into the past, nor pursue into the future.

Instructions:

1- Begin your first sentence by saying:

Since the advent of Internet, I have_______________...





   (Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous)

2- For the following sentence(s), you may choose to 

a) express more ongoing situations, in regards to Internet in your life, by using more Present Perfects or Present Perfect Continuous.

or/and

b) express the impact or consequences of Internet on your life style, by using

i) Simple Present, for long-term impact or consequences

ii) Present Continuous, for short-term impact or consequences.

Examples:

 Sentence #2

· This has been a stressful learning experience for me. (Present Perfect)

Sentence #3

· I have been resisting this new way of living. (Present Perfect Continuous)

Sentence #4

· I dislike machines in general; they make me nervous. (Simple Present)

Sentence #5

· I am making an effort these days to be more open-minded in order to let go of my fear. (Present Continuous)

For Special Tape

Scenario #2

Topic: In the days prior to* Internet.

           * prior to means before, previous to

Objectives to meet during this recording:

1- Stay in the past; don’t waltz into the present nor into the future.

2- Use all the past tenses:

· Past Perfect or Past Perfect Continuous to draw attention to your story. If you are establishing a sequence of events use the Past Perfect or Past Perfect Continuous to establish the 1st action of the sequence of events.

· Simple Past to give details and facts and also to end your story.

· Past Continuous whenever you want to establish simultaneousness between two (or more) actions or situations. Remember that any reference to time may be considered as one situation.

e.g. We were working overtime last night. (Notice that ‘last night’ corresponds to ‘when’ which is a ‘simultaneous’ flag word.)

3- Record 5 to 7 sentences.

Note to the corrector: Correct the detail of what has been recorded, including mispronunciations. Do comment, on the control sheet, about the participant’s ability to meet the 3 objectives stated above.

For Special Tape

Scenario #3

Objective:
See if you can tell a short story or anecdote or talk about a situation without shifting needlessly, in an unjustified way, from one time element (Past/Present/Future) to another, especially in the same sentence. This story or situation you will be relating may or may not be over; it’s your choice.

How to meet this objective:

1- Choose your theme: __________________________________

2- You will need to record 7 sentences about this theme. Write down some bullet points to decide what you intend to say:

Sentence 1: ________________________________________________________
Sentence 2: _______________________________________________________ Sentence 3: ________________________________________________________ Sentence 4: ________________________________________________________ 
Sentence 5: ________________________________________________________ Sentence 6: _______________________________________________________ Sentence 7: ________________________________________________________
3- Suggestions :

a) Note the verb forms you intend to use.

Note to the corrector: At the Intermediate I and II levels, Francophone learners of English tend to 

  ‘waltz’, that is, to shift without justification from 

a) Present to Past

b) Past to Present

c) Past to Future

d) Future to Past, etc.

Special Tape #3 is an attempt to control the order in which the story is told, so as to avoid ‘waltzing’. Do comment on the participant’s ability to do so, both on the control sheets and the tape.
For Special Tape

Scenario #4
Criteria:

· 10 to 12 sentences

· Use verb tenses in accordance with the pictures/images you need to express your ideas.

· Organize your thoughts to respect the time line; speak from past to present to future.








Sentences #1 to 4 inclusively:


Tell us about your greatest learning difficulty regarding English.


Caution: - Remember that this will amount to a story or anecdote regarding your past difficulty; use Past Perfect or Past Perfect Continuous to officially introduce that story. State the facts using Simple Past. If you wish to imply simultaneousness, use Past Continuous.








Sentences #8 to 10 inclusively: (12 sentences maximum)





Regarding English what difficulties do you anticipate in the weeks/months/years to come? How will you deal with them?


CAUTION: 


When you wish to express future plans, intentions or anticipation, use Future Intent.


When you are more decisive about the future, use Simple Future.


When you wish to imply, confirm or emphasize simultaneousness regarding the future, use Future Continuous.


When you wish to express a sequence of events or situations in the future, use Future Perfect or Future Perfect Continuous.











Sentences #5 to 7 inclusively:





Bring us into your present situation. Tell us about the consequence of learning English at this stage of your life.


CAUTION:  To move from the past into the present on the time line, it is best to use Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous. Then, tell us about the consequences/impact of learning or practicing English presently. For long-term impact use Simple Present tense: for short-term impact, use Present Continuous.





Scenario no. 3





1.	Produce special effects when relating an anecdote by using


	Present tenses only. (5 to 8 sentences)





2.	You may end the story with one of the following:


	(	a general statement (using a wide or narrow picture)


	(	an ongoing situation (Present Perfect)


	(	by showing the impact / consequence in the present


		(Present Perfect + Present)





General note:	Remember that modals should respect an impression of past, present or future;


	however, modals do not affect verb combinations 


	as such, nor do gerunds.








Scenario no. 1





1.	State a general situation (that has a wide or narrow picture 


(use Simple Present or Present Continuous.)





2.	Relate a story or anecdote about this general situation:





(	establish the sequence of events (Past Perfect);


(	continue to relate the story (using Simple Past 


(	and Past Continuous whenever appropriate).





3.	Bring us back into the present.


(	by expressing an ongoing situation (use Present 


            Perfect).	or


(	By expressing an impact / consequence in the 


            present time (use Present Perfect + Present).








Scenario no. 2





1.	Establish a situation that has begun in the past and is either ongoing or has an impact / consequence in the present.


	(Present Perfect used alone or with Present tenses)





2.	Relate a story or anecdote about this general situation


	using:


	(	Past Perfect


	(	Simple Past


	(	Past Continuous





Note: for 2. The order in which the verb tenses are used is 


                    irrelevant.








Scenario no. 4





1.	Report about a meeting, a situation, a problem as such:


(	by establishing a sequence of events (Past Perfect +  


	Simple Past + Past Continuous etc.; then, 


(	by indicating the present situation, either by using 


	a)	a general statement (wide or narrow situation);


	b)	an impact or consequence of the past situation


		(Present Perfect + Present);	or


	c)	an ongoing situation (Present Perfect.)





2.	Complete the report by talking about future possibilities
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