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1. Outskirts: the outlying district or region of a city or metropolitan area  
2. the burbs: the suburbs; slang for the suburban area of a city                                       Français: les banlieues
3. bliss: supreme happiness; utter joy or contentment
4. unthinkable: inconceivable; unimaginable
5. suburban: pertaining to a district lying directly outside of town, especially a smaller residential community
6. stuff: things; possessions; belongings
7. empty nesters: parents whose children have left home
8. downsizing: reducing in number; cutting back
9. in tow: under one’s guidance; in one’s charge
10. elementary; the first six to eight grades in school
11. to covet: to wish for eagerly, often wrongly
12. gazillion: an extremely large, indeterminate number
13. recovering: regaining strength or health
14. commute: trip taken from home to work
15. nonexistent: absent from existence; unheard of
16. entering: going into
17. exiting: coming out of
18. fixer-upper: a house or building which requires renovation(s)
19. plopped: dropped or fallen with full force
20. majestic: regal; stately; impressive
21. Congratulations: the expression of joy in the success of another
22. Aspire: to aim or seek ambitiously
23. Uninspired: not creative or spirited
24. Mesh: to match, coordinate, or interlock; to fit with
25. Understood: comprehended; perceived the meaning of
26. Brutal: savage; cruel; inhuman
27. Yardwork: chores or jobs done in the front or back yard
28. Sink or swim: win or lose; regardless of the outcome
29. Exhausting: extremely tiring
30. Relatively: considered in comparison to everything else
31. The mother of all…: the ultimate; the biggest
32. Astounding: stunningly surprising
33. Rec-room: recreational area of the house
34. Hodgepodge: a mixture; a jumble
35. Connected: united, joined, or linked
36. Eliminating: getting rid of; doing away with
37. Summed up: contained in a brief or comprehensive statement
38. Ashamed: feeling distressed or embarrassed by feelings of guilt, foolishness, or disgrace
39. Joyful: happy; elated
40. Giddy: frivolous and lighthearted; laughing about everything and nothing of importance
41. Instantly took to: immediately became happy with
42. Thriving: doing well; prospering
43. Regardless: without concern to
44. Suburbia; the social and cultural aspects of life in the suburbs
45. Restrictions: limitations
46. Status: the social position of an individual in relation to others
47. Expectations: things looked forward to or anticipated
48. Steer: control the direction; guide the course of
49. Square footage; area measure in feet or length by width
50. Patch of grass: slang for front or back yard
51. Well-adjusted: adapted to surroundings or circumstances
52. Anymore: any longer; nowadays; presently
53. Concrete jungle: a city or area of a city with large unattractive buildings
54. Held hostage: involuntarily controlled by an outside influence
55. Vibrant: pulsating with life
56. Precious: cherished; of great value or high price
57. Desperately: suffering from great need or anxiety
58. Marrow: the inmost, best, or most essential part
59. Honeymoon: a period of harmony following the start of a new relationship
Ironic: relating to the incongruity between the actual result and the expected result
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