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Some Basic Principles and Concepts Behind ‘The English Way of Thinking’

1. English is a picture language.

2. In comparison to French, English is a linear language: the language favors communication that is tunnel-like and that moves mostly from left to right, that is from past to present and then to future.

3. Only Past Continuous and Future Continuous provide depth. All other English verb tenses are linear.

4. Verb tenses also evoke pictures that are easily positioned according to the time line, that is 

a) from past situations that are completely over,                                                                      (Past Perfect, Simple Past, Past Continuous)

b) to situations that move from the past into the present,                                                                              (Present Perfect & Present Perfect Continuous)

c) to long-term and short-term situations in the present,                                                       (Simple Present & Present Continuous)

d) to situations that project us into the future                                                                                 (Future Intent, Simple Future, Future Continuous, Future Perfect & Future Perfect Continuous)

5. In comparison to French, communications are mostly global, as if French is very detailed.

a) If you compare English & French verb conjugations, you will note that English ones vary little to not; French verbs change with every pronoun and every verb ending.

b) In French the conditional tenses are also very detailed. English conditional (modals) is no more than a very general and imprecise expression of a condition.

c) French allows for communications that easily express linear situations in time as well as depth. English does not express depth so easily. 

(Refer to 3.) For example, expressing emotions becomes more difficult to do in English because your main tools to do so (verb tenses) can only express emotion in terms of past, present and future.

d) French somewhat looks like this:
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English somewhat looks like this: 

                                                              X 

                                                       X   X   X    X   X   X   X

                                 X                
Continued, Basic Principles and Concepts,

6. The French language discourages the use of repetitive pictures in a same sentence (pléonasmes, examples: monter en haut, descendre en bas). English deliberately emphasizes pictures within the same sentence. (Example: Flag words support or repeat the picture already evoked by the verb tense as such.)

a) I usually drive to work.

Usually: a flag word that supports or emphasizes the long-term picture already evoked by the verb tense. Simple Present (drive) does not need the word ‘usually’ to express something that was true in the past, is still true in the present and will likely continue to be true in the future. Simple Present is perfectly capable of evoking this picture, in an anglophone’s mind, all by itself. However, the English way of thinking welcomes and encourages the use of words such as ‘usually’ to support the picture.

7. English is very appropriate in its role of international business language of the world. Anyone who learns to manipulate the pictures evoked by English verb tenses can successfully maneuver negotiations.

For example: 

7a) Past Perfect & Past Perfect Continuous imply we are aware of details related to a story or sequence of events. It deliberately draws attention to this story or to these details. When used strategically it can imply that one possesses those details.

i) it can steer the listener’s attention to or away from something else

ii)   it encourages questions about this specific topic.

Example: At a meeting, the President mentioned that he had had a long 

discussion about a specific topic with the VPs, without going into detail at the time.

Being alerted by ‘had had’, it is likely that someone will ask for details regarding that discussion at question period. If the President had not wanted to reveal those details, he/she would not have made use of Past Perfect (had had).

7b) Present Perfect & Present Perfect Continuous imply an ongoing situation from the past into the present (but not necessarily into the future).

i) The person using either verb tense implies that the situation has an impact or consequence in the present.

ii)  The impact or consequence may or may not be explicit.

iii) These 2 verb tenses immediately stimulate the listener in regards to 

      this unfinished business and to possible impact or consequences.

iv) Making use of these verb tenses encourages questions regarding    

      possible impact in the present.

v) Though these 2 verb tenses imply a background to this situation 

    (events in the past), it mostly attracts attention to the present (both in 

     the long-term and in the short-term).

Continued, Basic Principles and Concepts, 7b),


Example: ‘Negotiations have been difficult lately’.

This statement will likely attract more questions than if Simple Past is used because it implies that the situation is not over or that impact or consequences can be expected in the present.




vi) Using Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous strategically

i) may help to deliberately steer questions away from the past into the present. (a form of distraction)

ii)   may be used to emphasize action, activity or movement, or 

      the contrary.





Example: Compare       I’ve worked a lot of overtime.

                          I’ve been working a lot of overtime.

Interpretation: though both statements mean the same thing, Present Perfect Continuous (ing) does emphasize activity and leaves us with a more pressing picture. If you are trying to negotiate some time off, it may serve your purpose better than Present Perfect, which is lower key.

iii) may imply a situation that is not over. A negotiator who does     

      not wish to draw attention to this will avoid these 2 verb tenses.

7c) Simple Past, used strategically,

i)       tends to discourage questions because it simply evokes past facts and     

            details. It has a definite completed feeling to it.

ii) may encourage passivity, especially when it is used consecutively and 

consistently during a presentation, for example.

7d) Simple Future used strategically in a negotiation,

i)       gives a decisive tone to a statement. It leaves a feeling of sureness, of      

            near-fact.

ii) On the other hand, Future Intent used strategically in a negotiation, leaves a less decisive feeling of something still at a planning or tentative stage.

7e) Past Continuous and Future Continuous both imply simultaneous situations. Used strategically,

i)       they invite and encourage participation, especially when the thought is 

            left incomplete deliberately.


Examples: Were you negotiating?

                              Will you be negotiating?

Continued, Basic Principles and Concepts, 7e),

Interpretation: Though these questions deliberately withhold essential simultaneous information, (such as when, or where, or regarding what, or with whom, etc.) it tends to lure the listener into volunteering information to complete the simultaneousness.

7f) Simple Present and Present Continuous, used strategically during negotiations, certainly could leave either a long-term or a short-term feeling at a useful time.


Compare:       The counterparts really do negotiate agreements.

                      

The counterparts are really negotiating an agreement.

7g) Future Perfect and Future Perfect Continuous help establish sequence when planning for the future. They establish sequence without precision, and that imprecision can also be useful when negotiating. 

Examples: We will have delivered by December 1st.

      We will have been negotiating by the time the product is 

      ready.

Modals: Guidelines

Modals are auxiliaries that assist verbs in expressing condition. The English language expresses conditions very evasively and imprecisely, if you compare it to the precision of French conditional tenses. English modals mostly leave the listener and the reader with an impression or a feeling of condition. The impression or feeling of condition points more towards the past, the present or the future

1) either because of the choice of modal (Example: ‘can’ versus ‘could’; ‘must’ versus ‘had to’ and ‘will have to’)

2) or because of the supportive flag word(s) that suggest a time frame.

(Examples: ‘As a child’, I could go to town with my Dad.

                   ‘Tomorrow’, we could sleep in.)

English is a ‘picture’ language; it tends to point at or suggest images for interpretation and perception. As a business language, this suggestive manner of speaking can be a useful tool for negotiations and sales.

Summary of Modals:

CAUTION:  A few modals need to be applied more carefully because they suggest a timeframe. All other modals rely on flag words or context or the static form: ‘have + participle’ to establish a timeframe. 

A - The modals that need to be applied more carefully are:


1- ‘could’ + infinitive (Ex: could go)

a) As a child, I could go to town with my Dad.

b) Years ago, we could work harder and longer than today.

2- ‘could’ + static form ‘have’ + participle (Ex: could have gone)

a) I could have gone with them, but I didn’t.

b) I could have studied harder for that test.
Note: By ‘static’ form, we mean to say that ‘have’ is never conjugated; so, its form never changes.
Notice that no flag words are necessary to convey a past feeling to the examples in #2. Because English is a ‘picture’ language, the past is suggested by the form used. Also, adding a flag word to highlight the picture evoked is quite acceptable in English. (Doing so in French would be considered redundant.)


More examples:

a) I could have gone with them this afternoon, but I didn’t.

b) I could have studied harder for that test yesterday.

c) I could have studied harder yesterday for this test.

(Observe the difference in meaning brought about by this and that.)

Continued, Modals Guidelines




Examples: 

· I must go.            present feeling

· I have to go.                           

· I had to go.

· I had to have gone.          past feeling

· I have to go soon.

· I’ll have to go there.         future feeling 

B- Suggestive interpretations and perception of conditions related to modals.

1- can: implies the capacity or ability to accomplish a deed. However, in current English, it is often used in replacement of the modal ‘may’ implying ‘permission’.

Examples:

a) I can cut down this tree:

implies that I’m capable of doing the deed.

b) I can go with you now:

implies that I have the capacity of going because I now have the permission to go. More directly, one could simply say: I may go with you now.

2- could: implies the same condition as ‘can’ does, but gives it a past or future feeling.

Examples:

a) I could go with you tonight.

Interpretation: I have the capacity (or conditions) to go with you tonight.

b) Younger, I could climb to the top.

Interpretation: When I was younger, I was capable of climbing to the top. 

T: Plus jeune, je pouvais grimper au sommet.

Continued, Modals Guidelines, #2

c) I could have finished the report earlier/later.

Interpretation and translation: J’aurais pu compléter le rapport plus tôt/plus tard.

3- must / had to / have to: conveys a definite obligation


Examples:

a) I must go.             imply a present obligation 

I have to go. 
T : Je dois y aller.

b) I had to go. T: J’ai dû y aller. J’ai dû partir.

I had to have gone. T: J’ai dû y être allé.

c) I’ll have to go. T: Je devrai y aller.

I have to go soon. T: Je devrai y aller bientôt.

Notice that the 1st example conveys a future feeling by combining ‘will’ + ‘have to’. The second example conveys a future feeling by combining ‘have to’ + a flag word.

4- would: implies a condition

Examples:

a) I would go. T: J’irais.
b) I would fly. T: Je volerais.

c) I would write. T: J’écrirais.

d) I would insist. T: J’insisterais.

e) I would have gone. T: Je serais allé(e).

                                    Je serais parti(e).

f) I would have flown. T: J’aurais voyagé par avion.

g) I would have written. T: J’aurais écrit.

h) I would have insisted. T: J’aurais insisté.

5- should: suggests a possible obligation (compare with #3)                                                          Examples:

a) I should go. T: Je devrais y aller.

                        Je devrais partir.

b) I should insist. T: Je devrais insister.
c) I should have gone. T: J’aurais dû y aller.

                                     J’aurais dû partir.

d) I should have insisted. T: J’aurais dû insister.

Continued, Modals Guidelines, #5

e) Should I go? In an interrogative form, the translation would be as such:

                     T: Devrais-je y aller?

                          Devrais-je partir?

f) Should I go…when used in a statement form, the translation would be as such:

                     T: Si je devais y aller…

                         Si je devais partir…

6- Sometimes may: suggests permission

Examples:

a) May I go to the movies with Charlie?

T: Puis-je aller au cinéma avec Charlie?

b) Yes, you may (go). T: Oui, tu as la permission d’y aller.

No, you may not (go). T: Non, la permission t’est refusée.

c) May I use the phone? T: Puis-je utiliser le téléphone?

                                        Puis-je faire un appel?

d) Compare: May I use the phone? T: Puis-je faire un appel?  

Can I use the phone? T: Ce téléphone est-il disponible pour faire un appel? (capacité)

Can he use the phone? T: A-t-il l’habileté d’utiliser le téléphone?




      T: In current English it could also mean: Pourrait-il faire un appel?

7- Other times may/might: imply ‘perhaps’ or ‘maybe’

                      T: peut-être, possiblement

Example

a) I may accompany you to NewYork. / I might accompany you to New York.

T: Je t’accompagnerai possiblement à New York.

   Peut-être que je t’accompagnerai à New York.

8- had rather / would rather / ‘d rather: suggests a preference

Examples:

a) I’d rather eat at home than go to the restaurant.

T: Je préférais manger à la maison que d’aller au restaurant.

Notez: pour traduire ‘je préfère aller au resto’ il faudrait dire, en anglais, ‘I prefer going to the restaurant’  or  I prefer to go to the restaurant.

· Compare ‘had rather’ and ‘would rather’: ‘had rather’ is the original form of the modal. Current English often refers to ‘would rather’ instead.

Translate the following sentences:

1. Il aurait dû acquérir davantage d’expertise. (2 possibilités)

a) ________________________________________________________________________

b) ________________________________________________________________________

2. Nous devrions atteindre le sommet du marché en novembre. (2 possibilités)

a) ________________________________________________________________________

b) ________________________________________________________________________

3. Nous aurions pu accomplir davantage en moins de temps.

__________________________________________________________________________

4. Nous pourrions viser une plus grande part de marché.

__________________________________________________________________________

5. Nous ferions mieux d’ajuster la procédure.

__________________________________________________________________________

6. Nous aurions préféré faire mieux dans le passé.

__________________________________________________________________________

7. Ils préfereraient exploiter une nouvelle niche que d’opter pour le statu quo.

__________________________________________________________________________

8. Je ne peux pas viser davantage pour le moment.

__________________________________________________________________________

9. Puis-je réfléchir à fond?

__________________________________________________________________________

10. Je pourrais possiblement identifier des éléments de solution. (2 possibilités)

a) ________________________________________________________________________

b) ________________________________________________________________________

1. Nous devons statuer avant la fin du mois. (2 possibilités)

a) _______________________________________________________________________

b) _______________________________________________________________________

11. Nous devrons informer les autres sous peu.

___________________________________________________________________________

12. Il avait à compléter le rapport pour hier.

___________________________________________________________________________

13. Si nous devions ne pas terminer à temps, Suzanne te téléphonerait.

___________________________________________________________________________

Modals for Expressing Expectations
Start each and every sentence as follows: “By the end of this session,”

Then choose a modal to express your expectation, as follows.

1) I should be able to…  or   I ought to be able to…

2) I should have ___________________… or   I ought to have __________________

                      (past participle of verb)


  (past participle of verb)


3) I expect that I could __________...

                       (infinitive)

4) I’d rather ____________ than ____________.
                  (infinitive)                  (infinitive)

5) I may… (infinitive)

6) I might even be able to _____________.

                                        (infinitive)

7) Should I not be able to _____________________,

I would…. (infinitive)
8) I must … (infinitive)
9) I mustn’t …(infinitive)
10) I will have to … (infinitive)
Translation:

1) I should be able / Je devrais pouvoir
or  I ought to be able / Je devrais être en mesure
2) I should have (completed) / Je devrais avoir complété, fini, etc…

or  I ought to have completed
3) I expect that I should / Je m’attends pouvoir…

4) I’d rather ________ than ________ / Je préfère ou
                                                            Je préfèrais ______ plutôt que ________

5) I may / Je pourrai possiblement

6) I might even / Je pourrais même

7) should I not be able to… / si je ne devais pas être en mesure de…

8) I must / Je dois

9) I musn’t / Je ne dois pas

10) I will have to / Je devrai nécessairement

Modal Translation Answer Key
2. Il aurait dû acquérir davantage d’expertise. (2 possibilités)

a) He should have acquired more expertise.

b) He ought to have acquired (still) more expertise.

3. Nous devrions atteindre le sommet du marché en novembre. (2 possibilités)

a) We should reach a market peak in November.

b) We ought to reach a market peak in November.

4. Nous aurions pu accomplir davantage en moins de temps.

We could have accomplished (still) more in less time.

5. Nous pourrions viser une plus grande part de marché.

We could aim for a bigger share of the market.

6. Nous ferions mieux d’ajuster la procédure.

We had better adjust the procedure.

7. Nous aurions préféré faire mieux dans le passé.

We’d rather have done better in the past.

8. Ils préfereraient exploiter une nouvelle niche que d’opter pour le statu quo.

They’d rahter develop a new niche than opt for the status quo.

9. Je ne peux pas viser davantage pour le moment.

I can’t aim for more at the moment. (for the time being)

10. Puis-je y réfléchir à fond?

May I ponder this?

11. Je pourrais possiblement identifier des éléments de solution. (2 possibilités)

a) I might be able to identify some elements of solution.

b) I may be able to identify some elements of solution.

12. Nous devons statuer avant la fin du mois. (2 possibilités)

a) We must commit before the end of the month.

b) We have to commit before the end of the month.

13. Nous devrons informer les autres sous peu.

We will have to inform the others soon.

14. Il avait à compléter le rapport pour hier.

He had to complete the report for yesterday.

15. Si nous devions ne pas terminer à temps, Suzanne te téléphonerait.

Should we not be finished on time, Suzanne would call you.
Modals with Present/Future and Past ‘Feelings’ to Them

	Modal Form
	Usage
	Present/Future ‘Feeling’
	Past ‘Feeling’

	can

could
	ability
	She can speak German. (Present)
	could  speak

	
	a)  possibility

b) polite request
	a) Alice could lend you $10.

b) Could I borrow a $20

     bill? (Present or Future)
	a) could have                                lent

b)  - - -

	should
	a) giving advice

b) expectation
	a) You should see a

    doctor.

b) The storm should hit.

    
	a) should have seen
b) should have hit 

	ought to
	same meanings as

‘should’
	a) You ought to see a doctor.

b) The storm ought to hit.
	a) ought to have seen

b) ought to have hit

	may
	a) possibility

b) polite request
	a) It may be a mouse.

b) May I help you?
	a) may have been

b)   - - -

	might
	possibility
	I might go to a movie.
	might have gone



	must
	a) necessity

b) probability
	a) You must do your

    work.

b) She must be ill.
	a) See ‘have to’ past feeling

b) must have been

	have to
	necessity
	She has to work late.
	had to work



	would
	a) conditional

b) preference

c) polite request
	a) She would call if…

b) I would rather have 
    tea. (also: I had rather)
c) Would you like a cup

    of tea?
	a) would have called if
b) would rather

    have had

c) - - -

	had better
	Means:

It’s best that…
	He had better finish his homework tonight.
	She knew that she had better have finished her work.


Reminder: Modals express conditions. Compared to French, expressing the ‘conditional’ is very imprecise in English.

	VERB FORMS FOLLOWING WISH

	Wish is used when the speaker wants reality to be different, to be exactly the opposite.

	
	‘TRUE ‘ STATEMENT
	VERB FORM FOLLOWING WISH
	Wish is followed by a noun clause. (See Chart 12-5, p.63.) Past verb forms, similar to those in conditional sentences, are used in the noun clause. For example, in (a): would, the past form or will, is used to make a wish about the present. In (d): the simple past (knew) is used to make a wish about the present. In (g): the past perfect (had come) is used to make a wish about the past.

	A wish about the future
	a) She will not tell me.              I wish (that) she would tell me.  

b) He isn’t going to be here.     I wish he were going to be here. 

c) She can’t come tomorrow.    I wish she could come tomorrow.


	

	A wish about the present
	d) I don’t know French.            I wish I knew French.

e) It is raining right now.          I wish it weren’t raining right now.

f) I can’t speak Japanese.          I wish I could speak Japanese.
	

	A wish about the past
	g) John didn’t come.                I wish John had come.*

h) Mary couldn’t come.           I wish Mary could have come.
	


* Sometimes in very informal speaking: I wish John would have come.

	USING WOULD TO MAKE WISHES ABOUT THE FUTURE

	a) It is raining. I wish it would stop.      

    (I want it to stop raining).

b) I’m expecting a call. I wish the phone would 

    ring. 

    (I want the phone to ring.)
	Would is usually used to indicate that the speaker wants something to happen or someone other than the speaker to do something in the future. The wish may or may not come true (be realized).

	c) It’s going to be a good party. I wish you would 

    come.
d) We’re going to be late. I wish you would hurry.
	In (c) and (d): I wish you would…is often used to make a request.


	USING WOULD TO EXPRESS A REPEATED ACTION IN THE PAST

	a) When I was a child, my father would read me a 

     story at night before bedtime.

b) When I was a child, my father used to read me a

     story at night before bedtime.
	Would can be used to express an action that was repeated regularly in the past. When would is used to express this idea, it has the same meaning as used to (habitual past).

(a) and (b) have the same meaning

	c) I used to live in California.

    He used to be a Boy Scout.
    They used to have a Ford.
	Used to expresses a habitual situation that existed in the past, as in (c). In this case, would may not be used as an alternative. Would is used only for regularly repeated actions in the past.


1) 
When I was a child, I would take a flashlight to bed with me so that I could read comic books without my parents’ knowing about it.                                                

	USING BE USED TO AND GET USED TO

	a) I am used to hot weather.

b) I’m getting used to hot weather.

c) I am used to living in a hot climate.

d) I’m getting used to living in a hot climate.
	(a) and (b) have the same meaning: “Living in a hot climate is usual and normal for me. I’m familiar with what it is like to live in a hot climate. Hot weather isn’t strange or different to me.”

Notice in (c) and (d): to (a preposition) is followed by the –ing form of a verb (a gerund).*

	e) I just moved from Florida to Alaska. I have never lived in a cold climate before, but I am getting used to the cold weather here.
	In (c): I’m getting used to = something is beginning to seem usual and normal to me.


*COMPARE: To express the habitual past (see 2-9); the infinitive form follows used: I used to live in Chicago but now I live in New York. However, be used to is followed by a gerund: I am used to living in a big city.

NOTE: In both used to (habitual past) and be used to, the ‘d’ is not pronounced in ‘used’.

	OVERVIEW OF CONDITIONAL SENTENCES

	SITUATION
	IF-CLAUSE
	RESULT CLAUSE
	EXAMPLES

	True in the present/future
	Simple Present
	Simple present

will + simple form
	If I have enough time, I watch TV every evening.



	Untrue in the present/future
	Simple Past
	would + simple form
	If I had enough time, I would watch TV later on tonight.

	Untrue in the past
	Past Perfect
	would have + past participle
	If I had had enough time, I would have watched TV yesterday.


	USING THE SUBJUNCTIVE

	a) The teacher demands that we be on time.

b) I insisted that he pay me the money.

c) I recommended that she not go to the concert.

d) It is important that they be told the truth.
	A subjunctive verb uses the simple form of a verb. It does not have present, past, or future forms; it is neither singular nor plural. Sentences with subjunctive verb generally stress importance or urgency. A subjective verb is used in that-clauses that follow the verbs and expressions listed below. In (a): be is a subjunctive verb; its subject is we. In (b): pay (not pays, not paid) is a subjunctive verb; it is in its simple form, even though its subject (he) is singular.

Negative: not + simple form, as in (c).

Passive: simple form of be + past participle, as in (d).

	e) I suggested that she see a doctor.

f) I suggested that she should see a doctor.
	Should is also possible after suggest and recommend* and corresponds to what you have been thought through the DL Method.

	COMMON VERBS AND EXPRESSIONS FOLLOWED BY THE SUBJOUNCTIVE IN A NOUN CLAUSE

advise (that)                propose (that)                     it is essential (that)                 it is critical (that)

ask (that)                    recommend (that)               it is imperative (that)               it is necessary (that)

demand (that)             request (that)                      it is important (that)                it is vital (that)

insist (that)                suggest (that)


* The subjunctive is more common in American English than British English. In British English, should + infinitive is more usual than the subjunctive. The teacher insists that we should be on time.

The Time Line

(according to ‘The English Way of Thinking’)
Some supportive flag words:

1) Past Perfect: Once upon a time; once; back then; ago; at that time; and all other flag words that refer to the past.

2) Simple Past: ago; and all other past flag words.

3) Past Continuous: at the same time; simultaneously; meanwhile; in the meantime; when; while; etc.

4) Present Perfect: since; still; yet; lately; consequently; etc.




                                                                                  

             X                 X                                                                              X
  XX  X  XX   X   X     X      past   present   future                 X        X          X              XXX

             X                 X                                                                              X

5) Simple Present: always, never, occasionally, sometimes, rarely, usually, habitually, regularly, etc.

6) Present Continuous: now, today, this week, this month, this year, these days, etc.

7) Future Intent:  all future flags

8) Simple Future: all future flags

9) Future Continuous: when, while, etc. same as Past Continuous; or/and all future flag words.

10) Future Perfect: before, after, by, by the time, earlier, later etc.

Procedure for explaining The Time Line

Objective:            (    During the session, each participant should have the opportunity to explain to the class, or at least to the teacher, how the time line operates in accordance with the ‘English Way of Thinking’.

· If you can explain it clearly, it’s likely that you will remember to apply it when you speak English.

Materials needed: 


· The Time Line

· Sample Questions & Possible Responses

1. Read the objective above.

2. Exactly how to go about explaining how the time line operates, in accordance with the ‘English Way of Thinking’ may vary considerably from person to person. In fact that is precisely the advantage.
3. What is most important: is to go over as many facets and angles as possible, so that the explanation is as complete as possible each time.
4. The teacher and the participants will be called upon to support each presentation/explanation by 
a) Asking questions about how the time line operates. A series of sample questions have been provided. Of course, any pertinent question will be welcomed.

b) The participant in charge of explaining the time line may use the board to draw the time line; others may prefer to work differently. You are free to choose how you will explain your understanding of how English makes use of the time line.
c) You have 20 minutes to do so. However you choose to do the job, you must make full use of your 20 minutes. The teacher and your classmates will be supportive with questions whenever you are in need of assistance.
d) When considering how to go about* these presentations, remember that it is virtually impossible to eliminate the stress entirely. Being as spontaneous as possible often gives the best results.
*to go about (2-word verb) means ‘to do, to produce’
Sample Questions & Possible Responses 

(to support time-line presentations)

Question 1:

Let’s consider a message/communication that is strictly past, without any consideration for the present. What verb tenses would we use? (See possibilities A and B).

Response A:

If the message is made up of past bits of information or of data only, we would use:

1. Simple Past only (as many times as required);

Or

2. Simple Past + Past Continuous, when the message includes the need to confirm or establish simultaneousness;

Example: John and Bill were working on the engine last night when the blackout occurred. They were stuck on the shop floor without any lighting at all.

· Note that, in this example, the purpose of the message is to inform only, and not to tell the story related to these details. The choice of verb tenses depends on the purpose of the communication. Also, when only Simple Past or Past Continuous are used in a message; the receiver of the message tends to ask few* questions.

3. When the information you require is specific, use Simple Past in your question.

a) When Simple Past is used in a question, the response tends to be short and to the point.

4. When you need to confirm that events and/or situations occurred at the same time or during the same period of time use Past Continuous in your question.

* ‘few’ when used alone, without an ‘a’ means: ‘not many at all’ or ‘not enough’

‘a few’ means ‘a small number’ and has a positive sound to it

Compare: 

· I have a few friends.

· I have few friends.

· They asked a few questions.

· They asked few questions.

Continued Sample Questions & Possible Responses

Question 1:

Response B:

If the message included a story, or a sequence of events, and if the related details are available, we would use:

1. Past Perfect and/or Past Perfect Continuous (along with Simple Past and Past Continuous, when the details are explicit. However, giving details is optional.) 

2. Whenever Past Perfect or Past Perfect continuous are used in a question, a longer response is required because details to a story or a sequence of events are being sought** out. Don’t respond with a short answer; this forces the person to ask the same question again, differently, to obtain the information required. It also could suggest that you are not interested in giving details.

3. When telling a story, or when detailing a sequence of events, is it necessary to always begin with Past Perfect?

A (1-B3): not at all; you may choose where to use Past Perfect. The result will always establish the sequence of events. It’s a question of style and variety. Note that Past Perfect tends to establish the 1st action/situation of the sequence.

Examples:


** ‘sought’ is the past participle of the verb to seek which means ‘to look for’ and ‘to search for’.

Continued, Questions & Responses

Question 2:

Let’s consider a message/communication that refers to an ongoing situation. What verb tenses would we use? (See possibilities A, B, C and D.

Response A;

1. Though the message suggests that there is a background (story, sequence of events) to this situation, we are not interested in going into the detail of that background.

We merely want to establish that the background exists and that we are mostly concerned about the present regarding this situation. Therefore, we will not use any past tenses at all. Instead, we will use Present Perfect and/or Present Perfect Continuous to evoke the ongoing situation. Long-term and short-term consequences and impact of this ongoing situation are expressed by using Simple Present and Present Continuous.

Response B:

Can we include future tense when communicating an ongoing situation?

· In principle, Present Perfect tenses only include two time elements: past and present. Still, when we are talking about an ongoing situation, we may be tempted to speculate about future impact. IF you decide to do so, be sure to respect the time line: go from left to right (present perfects, then present tenses, then future).

Response C:

Can the present tenses be used before the present perfects?

· In principle, yes; this happens mostly because of verb combinations.

Examples:

· I’ve stayed up three nights this week; so I’m tired.

· I’m tired because I’ve stayed up 3 nights this week.

Question 3:

Let’s consider a message communication that deals with information or data regarding the future. What verb tenses would we use?

Response A:

In general, when dealing with information or data regarding the future, there’s not much to be said because we are mostly confined to short-term speculation. Thus, messages about the future tend to be relatively short.

Response B:

Still, when communicating about future events and situations do be as specific as possible about:

1) any plans, intentions or anticipation: use Future Intent.

2) any decisions that have been made regarding future events: use Simple Future.

3) any near-facts, use Simple Future.

4) Establishing or/and confirming future, simultaneous events and/or situations: use Future Continuous.

5) Establishing or/and confirming a sequence of events in the future: use Future Perfect or/and Future Perfect Continuous.

Response C:

Consider the person’s needs when you are responding to a question that makes use of future tenses.

1) What kind of response is sought when Future Intent is used in a question?

· A longer answer is appropriate because you are expected to talk about your plans and intentions.

2) What kind of response is sought when Simple Future is used in a question? 

· Mostly a short answer to confirm a decision or a near-fact.

Response D:

Is there a specific order of verb tenses to follow when speaking about the future?

No, use them according to your need.

VERB TENSE CHART / ANSWER KEY

	Verb tenses
	The pictures they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	1- Simple Present
	A wide picture in time / a long-term situation / includes past, present & future
	The technician repairs machines.
	Machines are repaired by the technician.

	2- Present Continuous

               or

        Progressive
	A narrow picture in time/a short-term situation / includes a bit of past, mostly present, a bit of future
	The technician is repairing a machine.
	A machine is being repaired by the technician.

	3- Simple Past
	It’s over! It’s a fact, or detail

(time element: only past)
	The technician repaired the machine.
	The machine was repaired by the technician.

	4- Past Continuous

               or

        Progressive
	It implies simultaneousness.

(time element: only past)
	The technician was repairing the machine when the customer arrived.
	When the customer arrived, the machine was being repaired by the technician.

	5- Present Perfect


   (includes 2 time  

   elements: past & 

   present)
	When used alone it implies an ongoing ‘situation’ (vs ‘action’);

 that is, a situation that has begun in the past and is still true now.
When used with another verb, it implies a situation from the past that still has impact/consequence in the present.

#5 & #6 involve personality and style.
	The technician has repaired the machine.

       ______________       

The technician has repaired the machine and it’s working well.


	The machine has been repaired.

       ______________
The machine has been repaired and it’s working well.

	6- Present Perfect 

    Continuous
	Same as # 5 with an added impression of activity/movement.

# 5 & # 6 involve personality and style.
	The technician has been repairing the machine.

        ______________

The technician has been repairing the machine and it’s working well.
	The machine has been being repaired.

        ______________

The machine has been being repaired and it’s working well.

	7- Past Perfect
	Introduces a story / 1st action of a sequence of events that is explicit or not.

(time element: past only)
	The technician had repaired the machine; then, an explosion occurred that injured five people…
	The machine had been repaired; then, an explosion occurred that injured five people…

	8- Past Perfect 

    Continuous
	Same as # 7 with an added impression of activity/movement.

#7 & #8 involve personality and style.
	The technician had been repairing the machine; then, an explosion occurred that injured five people…
	The machine had been being repaired; then, an explosion occurred that injured five people…

	9- Simple Future
	A projection into the future / a fact or a near-fact in the future.

More decisive than “going to”.
	The technician will repair the machine.
	The machine will be repaired.

	10- “Going To”
Future Intent
	Plan, intention, anticipation
	The technician is going to repair the machine.
	The machine is going to be repaired.

	11-  Future Continuous
	Implies simultaneousness in the future.
	The technician will be repairing the machine when the shop closes for the holidays.
	The machine will be being repaired by the technician while you work on something else.

	12- Future Perfect
	Implies future actions or situations, one beginning before the other.

(sequence)
	The technician will have repaired the machine by the time the night shift begins.
	The machine will have been repaired by Friday.

	13- Future Perfect 

      Continuous
	Same as # 12 with an added impression of activity/movement.
	The technician will have been repairing the machine by the time the night shift begins.
	The machine will have been being repaired by Friday.


VERB TENSE CHART/PRACTICE SHEETS
	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The pictures they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	1. Simple Present
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	2. Present Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	3. Simple Past
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	4. Past Continuous


	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	5. Present Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


VERB TENSE CHART/PRACTICE SHEETS
	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The picture they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	6. Present Perfect       Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	7. Past Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	8. Past Perfect 

Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	9. Simple Future
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	10. Future Intent
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	“Going to”
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	I am going to go to the movies.

I am going to rob a bank.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	This movie is going to be seen by many people.

The bank is going to be robbed.

____________________________________________________________________________________




VERB TENSE CHART/PRACTICE SHEETS

	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The picture they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	11. Future Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	12. Future Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	13. Future Perfect Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________




VISUAL CHART OF VERB TENSES

	Simple Present


xxxxxxxxxx

Tom studies every day.
	Present Progressive


                   XXX

Tom is studying Chapter One.
	Present Perfect


            X      X


Tom has studied Chapter One for two hours. 
	Present Perfect Progressive


            X     X


Tom has been studying since two o’clock.

	Simple Past


             X

Tom studied last night.
	Past Progressive

            
            X

            X

            X

Tom was studying when they came.


	Past Perfect


    XXXXXX    

Tom had already studied Chapter One before he began studying Chapters Two, Three and Four.
	Past Perfect Progressive


    XXXXXX
Tom had been studying for two hours before his friends came and wanted to party.

	Simple Future


                            X

Tom will study tomorrow.
	Future Progressive


                               X 

                               X

                               X

Tom will be studying when you come.
	Future Perfect


                           X       X

       

Tom will already have studied Chapter Four before he studies Chapter Five.                    
	Future Perfect Progressive


                           X       X

   

Tom will have been studying for two hours by the time his roommate gets home.                        


Proper Verb Combinations and ‘no-nos’

	Proper Verb Combinations
	No-nos

	1- Present tenses can be used together in the same sentence; that is, it’s ok to combine long-term and short-term pictures.


	A. Don’t use past tenses with Present tenses, in the same sentence. It is confusing for the listener.

	2 - It’s logical to use Simple Present or Present Continuous combined with Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous.

Why? Because Present Perfect refers to a situation that impacts the present.
	B. Don’t combine Present Perfect with Simple Past, Past Continuous or Past Perfect.

Why? Because Simple Past, Past Continuous & Past Perfect are over; Present Perfect is ongoing. This combination sometimes creates discomfort or unease in the listener’s mind.

	3- Simple Present and Present Continuous can be combined with future tenses. The meaning projects us into the future (not the present).
	C. Don’t combine two or more ‘WILLs’ in the same sentence. This sounds very awkward in English. Instead, use one ‘WILL’ combined with a present tense, a modal or with a gerund.

	4 - Present Perfect tenses may be used with future tenses.
	D. Don’t use future tenses with past verb tenses (Simple Past, Past Continuous, Past Perfect)

	5 – Past tenses (Simple Past, Past Continuous, Past Perfect, and Past Perfect Continuous) can be combined in the same sentence. Each one brings to mind a particular facet of a situation that is completely over.
	E. Don’t combine past tenses with present or future tenses. This leaves an impression of ‘waltzing’ which is an unjustified shifting from one time setting to another.

(There are few exceptions here.)

	6 – Modals & gerunds may be combined with any verb tense. When a verb combination is creating a problem in your sentence, consider using a modal or a gerund instead.
	F. Don’t use ‘can’ with past or future tenses. ‘Can’ refers to the present. Instead use ‘could’.

G. Don’t conjugate verbs when using a modal:

· use a modal + infinitive for a 

            present or future feeling

· use a modal + have + participle 

            for a past feeling.                                                            

           (Don’t conjugate ‘have’)

Look out for:

· had to + infinitive (for a past 

            situation)

· have to + infinitive (for a present

            situation)

· Will have to + infinitive (for a 

            future situation)


Summary of Verb Tenses

a. Simple Present: represents a wide period of time that includes past, present and future. It is mostly used for long-term situations.

Some flag words that reinforce the image evoked are:

generally, usually, habitually, regularly.

example: It snows in Alaska.

b. Present Progressive: represents the moment at hand; that includes a little bit of past, mostly present, a little bit of future. It is used for short-term situations.

Some flag words that reinforce this image are:

right now, presently, this week, these days.

example: It is snowing in Alaska.

c. Simple Past: is a situation that is over (with or without a specific date). It represents a fact.

Some flag words that often accompany simple past are:

yesterday, last week, ten years ago, etc.

example: It snowed in Alaska.

d. Past Progressive: implies simultaneous actions or situations in the past.

Some flag words that reinforce this impression are:

when, while, in the meantime, meanwhile, at the same time, simultaneously, during that time.

example: It was snowing when you came.




Or


   You came while it was snowing.

e. Present Perfect: implies one of two things:

1) When used alone, it implies a situation that has begun in the past and that is still true presently; it’s an ongoing situation.

             Some flag words we use are: for, since, yet, still.
example: It has snowed all day today.

2) When used with a second verb, within the same sentence, it implies a situation from the past and that may or may not be over but still has an influence, a consequence or an impact presently.

Some flag words which support this picture are: consequently, therefore, lately, recently.
example: It has snowed all day today and now my car is stuck.

f. Present Perfect Progressive: same implications as for Present Perfect (Simple form) with an added impression of movement or activity.

The flag words here are the same as for the present perfect because the picture implied is the same.

example: It has been snowing all day today and now my car is stuck.

(  Using the progressive form for verb tenses (except for Present, Past and

    Future Progressive) is often a question of personality and style.

g. Past Perfect: implies the first action (or the first situation) of a series of events

(a sequence). It introduces a story or it indicates that the details to this story are known or available. We use the same flag words as for the Simple Past as well as: once, at that time, back then, in those days (once upon a time: for children’s stories).

example: It had snowed all day and then I was stuck and had to call a tow truck…

h. Past Perfect Progressive: same implications as to Past Perfect with an added impression of movement and activity.  The flag words are the same as for the Past Perfect.

example: It had been snowing all day and I found that I was stuck;  so, I called a tow truck…

i. Simple Future: an action or situation in the future with a decisive tone to it. It’s a-near fact in the future because it is most likely to occur. It can also be a decision. Some flag words which signal the future are: tomorrow, next week, next month, etc.

example: It will snow tomorrow.


j. Future Progressive: implies simultaneous actions or situations in the future.


Some flag words which reinforce this picture are the same as for Past Progressive.  

example: It will probably be snowing tomorrow when you leave for Toronto.

k. Future Perfect: implies future actions or situations, one beginning before the other. It establishes sequence in the future.

Some flag words that reinforce this image are:  earlier, later, by the time, this time next                                 month, before, after, by.
example: It will probably have snowed by the time you leave for the airport.

l. Future Perfect Progressive: same implications as for Future Perfect, with an added impression of movement or activity. The flag words which reinforce this picture are the same as the flags for Future Perfect.

example: It will have been snowing by the time you leave for the airport.

m. Future Intent borrows the Present Progressive form + Infinitive. It expresses a plan, an intention or a probability. The flag words which reinforce this picture are : today (meaning later today), now (meaning in the next few minutes), tomorrow and other future flags.

Note:
Verb Combinations

The teacher will mention some possible correct verb combinations, as an introduction to the                                    subject only.

Some possible verb combinations:

1. Simple Present and Present Continuous may be combined in a sentence according to                         the need.

2. Simple Past and Simple Past is always a correct combination.

3. Past Progressive may be used more than once in a sentence though it is not necessary.                              Simple Past should be used to balance and close the overall picture.

4. Present Perfect calls for Present tenses.

5. Past Perfect calls for Past tenses (mostly Simple Past).

6. Future tenses call for Present tenses.

(See ‘Proper Verb Combinations and No-nos’ for a more extensive view of verb combinations                             in English.)

“LITANY” OF PREPOSITONS

(English prepositions that speakers of French tend to misuse)

	1. 
	TO
	Implies movement

	2. 
	AT
	Implies something specific (time, place, person, etc.)

	3. 
	ON
	Implies a surface

	4. 
	ONTO
	Implies movement from one surface to another surface

	5. 
	IN
	Means already inside a territory or a container, no movement involved coming from the outside

	6. 
	INTO
	Implies movement from the outside to the inside.

	7. 
	FROM
	Implies a starting point.

	8. 
	ACROSS
	Means the other side (do not confuse it with the verb to cross)

	9. 
	THROUGH
	Involves 3 movements:  enter

                                       cross

                                       exit

	10. 
	BETWEEN
	Involves 2 entities

	11. 
	AMONG
	Implies a group (3 or more)

	12. 
	WITH
	Means in union / together / as a team (do not replace it with "and")

	13. 
	ABOUT
	1. Refers to a subject, topic/Not (ON)

2. Or it means ‘approximately’

	14. 
	BESIDE
	Means next to / refers to a particular position in space (left or right)

	15. 
	BESIDES
	Means:  in addition to or moreover

	16. 
	OPPOSITE
	In current English, this is a very imprecise word / it can mean in front of / next to / across from, etc.


“LITANY” OF PREPOSITONS/PRACTICE SHEET
(English prepositions that speakers of French tend to misuse)

	1. 
	TO
	

	2. 
	AT
	

	3. 
	ON
	

	4. 
	ONTO
	

	5. 
	IN
	

	6. 
	INTO
	

	7. 
	FROM
	

	8. 
	ACROSS
	

	9. 
	THROUGH
	

	10. 
	BETWEEN
	

	11. 
	AMONG
	

	12. 
	WITH
	

	13. 
	ABOUT
	

	14. 
	BESIDE
	

	15. 
	BESIDES
	

	16. 
	OPPOSITE
	


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ELEMENTS THAT MAKE UP A FRENCH-CANADIAN TECHNICAL ACCENT

Note: The elements that make up a French-Canadian technical accent may be totally eliminated because they are simply mispronunciations. What is then left is the cultural accent which is not a mispronunciation. Everyone has a cultural accent and that’s O.K.

	Accent
	80% technical (mispronunciations)

	
	20% cultural


	
	Technical Accent
	
	How to correct it

	1
	leaving out last consonants of words, including “S” and “ED”.
	1
	Pronounce all last consonants of words, including “S” and “ED” sounds.

	2
	opening too widely on the “a”.
	2
	Close up on “a” = â sound / not à

	3 
	leaving out “h” and hardening “th” sounds
	3.a
	Let air out of your mouth when pronouncing “h” sounds.

	
	
	3.b
	Do not pronounce the “h” for the following words: hour, honour, honesty, heir, heiress.

	
	
	3.c
	“th” is pronounced by placing the tongue between the teeth. It helps to soften your jaw (mouth) and to lower the head while speaking softly.

	4
	rolling over the “r”.
	4
	slide over the “r”.

	5
	too much emphasis on words ending with

( er

( ing

( thing

( body

	5
	shift the emphasis away from :

 ( er
 ( ing

 ( thing

 ( body



	6
	pronunciation of words ending with “tion” and “sion”.
	6
	put emphasis on the syllable preceding “tion” or “sion”.

	7
	emphasis on object-pronouns

e.g. 
My mother told me.

You can’t get away with it.

	7
	Object-pronouns should not be emphasized; instead shift emphasis onto the word preceding the object-pronoun, or on any word other than the object pronoun, in accordance with the meaning you wish to evoke.

E.g.
My mother told me.


My mother told me.


My mother told me.


Chart of Transition Signals
	Meaning/Function
	Sentence

Connectors
	            Clause Connectors____

Coordinators      Subordinators
	Others

	A) To introduce 

an additional
idea
	also, too 

besides furthermore moreover              in addition
	and
	another (+noun)  an additional

   (+noun)

	B) To introduce 

an example
	for example

for instance
	
	an example of 

   (+noun)

such as (+noun)

e.g.

	C) To introduce 

a restatement 

or explanation
	indeed

of course

in fact

certainly
	
	i.e.

that is

	D) To clarify

chronological

order
	first (second, 

third, fourth, 

etc.)

next, last, 

finally

first of all

meanwhile

after that

since then
	                            before

                            after

                            while

                            until

                            as soon as
	the first (+noun)

the second 

   (+noun)

before the 

   (+noun)

in (the year, month)

since the (+noun)

	E) To indicate 

order of importance
	more impor-

tant(ly), most 

 important(ly)

above all
	
	the most 

    important

   (+noun)

	F) To introduce

an alternative
	otherwise
	or                        if

                           unless
	

	G) To introduce a  purpose
	
	
	in order to

to

so that 

in order that


Chart of Transition Signals
	Meaning/Function
	Sentence

Connectors
	        Clause Connectors____

Coordinators    Subordinators
	Others

	H) To introduce 

a cause or reason
	
	for                      

(formal, meaning because)                                              

                                because

                                as

                                since
	because of  

as a result of

as a consequence 

of

due to (+noun)

to result from

the result of  (+noun)

the effect of X on  

    Y

the consequence 

    of (+noun)

so…that

such…that

now that

	I) To introduce         an effect or      result
	accordingly

as a result

as a 

  consequence

therefore

thus

consequently

hence
	so
	the cause of (+noun)

the reason for (+ noun)

to result in (+noun)

to cause (+noun)

to have an effect 

    on (+noun)

to affect (+noun)

	J) To introduce 

a comparison
	similarly

likewise

also

too
	and                       as

                            just as
	like (+noun)

just like (+noun)

alike

similar (to)

the same as

both…and

not only…but 

    also

to compare 

    to/with


Chart of Transition Signals
	K) To introduce 

a concession
	however

nonetheless
	but                        although

yet                        though

                             even though 
	despite (+noun)

in spite of 

   (+noun)



	L) To introduce

an opposite

idea
	on the other   

    hand

however

in contrast

instead

nevertheless

nonetheless
	but                        although

yet                        though

                             even though

                             whereas

                             while
	in spite of (+noun)

despite (+noun)

	M) To introduce   strong contrast
	however

in contrast

in (by)

   comparison

on the other

   hand

on the contrary
	but
	different from (+noun)

dissimilar

unlike

to differ from

to compare to

to compare with

	N) To introduce

a conclusion

or summary
	in conclusion

in summary

to conclude

to summarize

in short

overall

in general
	
	


HOW  WE  USE  THEM

1. Sentence Connectors

These are generally used at the beginning of a sentence.  They may appear in the middle (generally following the subject) or sometimes at the end of a sentence.  In written English, they are always separated from the rest of the sentence by a comma.

Examples:

a) For instance, this connector can be used at the beginning of a sentence.

b) This connector, for instance, can also be easily used in the middle of a sentence.

c) This connector can be used at the end of a sentence, for instance.

2. Co-ordinators and Subordinators. 

a) Co-ordinators:

Co-ordinators are used in the middle of a sentence. They are used to join two independent sentences or ideas. When a co-ordinator joins two long sentences, it is preceded by a comma.  When a co-ordinator joins two shorter sentences, it is usually omitted.

Examples:

i) The rapidly assembled team faced many unanticipated challenges in completing the project, so the deadline was extended by several weeks.

ii) The project was behind schedule so the deadline was extended.

b) Subordinators:

Subordinators introduce a dependent clause (A group of words that cannot stand alone.)  As a result, we use them in a longer sentence.

Examples:

i) Because it was raining. (Wrong: this is not an independent group of words. It cannot stand alone as a sentence.)

ii) We cancelled the event because it was raining (Right) 
PRACTISING REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS
RULE: To be ‘reflexive’ a pronoun must reflect another pronoun, in the same sentence, that is one of the same person. It’s a mirror effect.

Note about the usage: In French, we use reflexive pronouns occasionally; in English, they are used often. Integrating reflexive pronouns into your speech will give your syntax a distinctive English twist.

EXAMPLES: (Reflexive) She helped herself to the cake on the counter.

                       (Non Reflexive) She served him a piece of cake too.

FILL  IN THE BLANKS WITH AN APPROPRIATE PRONOUN. DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT YOUR CHOICE SHOULD BE REFLEXIVE.

1. Most people can tie their own shoelaces. However, because Tom and Jack are disabled, they can’t tie these laces………………............................. .

· Reflexive:

· Non reflexive:
2. I don’t need any assistance thank you. I prefer to do this …………………………… .

· Reflexive:

· Non reflexive:
3. Tom has gotten ……………………….. into trouble again. You should know that you can’t help ……………………. . He must learn to control ……………………………. better.

· Reflexive:

· Non reflexive:
4. We need to control our spending. If we can’t manage our money …………………… , it would be best to admit it and seek help.

· Reflexive:

· Non reflexive:
5. Do you know how to clean this floor? You will need to clean ………………………..  soon.

· Reflexive:

· Non reflexive:
6. The neighbor’s dog caught ………………………. up in its cord and was barking a lot. So, I went over and untangled …………………………. .

· Reflexive:

· Non reflexive:
7. In the future, please don’t ask the clerk to do this task. He doesn’t do ……………… well. Would you please do it ………………………... .

· Reflexive:

· Non reflexive:
8. I hardly recognized Jacquelyn at the party last night. I was impressed at how nicely she had fixed ………………………… up. She did a good job on …………………………. . She didn’t do so well at dressing up her son, though. She chose the wrong look for ……………………….. .

· Reflexive:

· Non reflexive:

CHOOSE THE CORRECT REFLEXIVE PRONOUN TO FILL IN THESE BLANKS. LOOK OUT FOR PROPER SPELLING AND PRONUNCIATION.

9. I hurt ………………………………. yesterday.

10. You were lucky not to hurt …………………………….. too.

11. Tom drank …………………………… into a stupor last night.

12. Susan did ……………………………. a favor and went to her mother’s for the night.

13. It’s difficult to leave the dog by …………………………. in the house without a proper cage.

14. We are quite capable of fending for …………………………… .

15. The three of you were quite satisfied with …………………………. after producing all that work.

16. Tom and Jerry had no qualms about helping ……………………….. in the kitchen. 

YOUR NEXT STEP:

After you have done these exercises and worked with the Answer Key, practice reading the sentences using a clean exercise sheet with blanks. Practice it over and over again until your comfort zone widens considerably. (Remember that your subconscious is taking notes.) Then, record both exercises on tape, still using the sheet with blanks. Hand in your tape for correction. Mark it: SPECIAL TAPE REFLEXIVE PRONOUNS and give it to your teacher along with the ANSWER KEY for the corrector.

ANSWER KEY – Reflexive Pronouns

FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH AN APPROPRIATE PRONOUN. DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT YOUR CHOICE SHOULD BE REFLEXIVE.
1. Most people can tie their own shoelaces. However, because Tom and Jack are disabled, they can’t tie these laces themselves.

· Reflexive: Tom and Jack and themselves

· Non reflexive:
2. I don’t need any assistance thank you. I prefer to do this myself.
· Reflexive: I and myself

· Non reflexive:
3. Tom has gotten himself into trouble again. You should know that you can’t help him.           He must learn to control himself better.

· Reflexive: Tom and himself; he and himself
· Non reflexive:
4. We need to control our spending. If we can’t manage our money ourselves, it would be best to admit it and seek help.

· Reflexive: we and ourselves

· Non reflexive:
5. Do you know how to clean this floor? You will need to clean it soon.

· Reflexive
· Non reflexive: : you and it (the floor)

6. The neighbor’s dog caught itself up in its cord and was barking a lot. So, I went over and untangled it.
· Reflexive: the neighbor’s dog and itself (Note that when we care a lot for an animal we tend to personalize the pronoun by using ‘he’ or ‘she’.)
· Non reflexive: it and I

7. In the future, please don’t ask the clerk to do this task. He doesn’t do it well. Would you please do it yourself?

· Reflexive: you and yourself

· Non reflexive: the clerk and it
ANSWER KEY – Reflexive Pronouns

8. I hardly recognized Jacquelyn at the party last night. I was impressed at how nicely she had fixed herself up. She did a good job on herself. She didn’t do so well at dressing up her son, though. She chose the wrong look for him.

· Reflexive: she (Jacquelyn) and herself

· Non reflexive: she and him

CHOOSE THE CORRECT REFLEXIVE PRONOUN TO FILL IN THESE BLANKS. LOOK OUT FOR PROPER SPELLING AND PRONUNCIATION.

9. I hurt myself yesterday.

10. You were lucky not to hurt yourself too.

11. Tom drank himself into a stupor last night.

12. Susan did herself a favor and went to her mother’s for the night.

13. It’s difficult to leave the dog by itself in the house without a proper cage.

14. We are quite capable of fending for ourselves.

15. The three of you were quite satisfied with yourselves after producing all that work.

16. Tom and Jerry had no qualms about helping themselves in the kitchen. 

Question Formation RULES for Establishing Proper Syntax



Examples:

1) If you want to know if the person likes spaghetti, (‘likes’ being a single-word verb) you will choose ‘Do’ for 2nd person singular and say:

Do you like spaghetti?   

 subject of the verb

Use: Do + infinitive and always separate ‘Do’ and the infinitive by the subject of the verb.

2) If you want to know if the person’s mother likes spaghetti, (‘likes’ being a single-word verb) you will choose ‘Does’ for 3rd person singular + the infinitive and say:

Does your mother like spaghetti?

                                        

      subject of the verb

When you include ‘Do’ or ‘Does’ in a question, the anglophone will understand that you are looking for long-term information, that is information that was true in the past, is still true and will probably be true in the future.

CAUTION:  the anglophone would NOT understand that you are looking for information regarding the immediate present.

3) If you want to ask about a past fact or detail, you will choose ‘Did’ + the infinitive and say:

· ‘Did’ he like the spaghetti?
    subject of the verb

· ‘Did’ your friends like the spaghetti?


      subject of the verb

Notice that: 

1- The subject of the verb always separates the question word ‘Do’ ‘Does’ or ‘Did’ from the infinitive.

2- ‘Do’, ‘Does’ and ‘Did’ are always completed by the infinitive form of the verb, NEVER by a conjugated form.

Exception to Rule #1
The verb TO BE, though it can be a single-word (1) verb at times, does NOT require Do/Does/Did.

Examples:

John is sad. Is John sad?

2. John was sad. Was John sad?

Continued, Question Formation RULES


Examples: 

1- Is your company introducing new products this year?


         1st aux.    subject of         rest of            rest of the sentence

                          the verb         the verb

2- Has     Tom         registered         his son for school?


         1st aux.    subject of     rest of       rest of the sentence

                         the verb       the verb

3- Has Richard   been sleeping over* at Paul’s house lately?

      1st aux.    subject of         rest of                rest of the sentence

                     the verb           the verb
*To sleep over means ‘découcher’ in French.

4- Was    Charlie     working      when you called?

       1st aux.    subject of     rest of        rest of the sentence

                      the verb        the verb
5- Had the girls     done their homework yet?


    1st aux.    subject of   rest of           rest of the sentence

                   the verb      the verb

6- Had the employees and management been negotiating before the strike?


         1st aux.                 subject of                          rest of                rest of the sentence

                  

 the verb                             the verb

Continued, Rule #2

7- Are   you    going to go to Florida this year?


      1st aux.    subject of     rest of        rest of the sentence

                   the verb        the verb

8- Will    you      cooperate   with the authorities?


       1st aux.  subject of    rest of           rest of the sentence

                   the verb        the verb

9- Will Tom & Jerry be working overtime tomorrow?

  1st aux.    subjects to               rest of             rest of the sentence

                       the verb                  the verb

10- Will the instructions have been given by tonight?


      1st aux.       subject of             rest of           rest of the sentence

                         the verb              the verb

11- Will the police have been recording all the evidence before we go to court?


       1st aux.      subject of           rest of                        rest of the sentence

                       the verb              the verb

12- Could      you      stop      the motor please?


        1st aux.   subject of     rest of       rest of the sentence

                      the verb       the verb

13- Should   we   have decided   earlier?


    1st aux.      subject of     rest of         rest of the sentence

                     the verb        the verb

14- Could the boys have been tired that day?


        1st aux.    subject of    rest of          rest of the sentence

                       the verb       the verb

Question Formation Exercise

Part B:

1- John likes to play hockey.
________________________________________________________________________

2- You play piano well.

________________________________________________________________________

3- The boys went to the cinema last night.

________________________________________________________________________

4- The workers were enjoying their break.

________________________________________________________________________

5- The ski season has been good so far.

________________________________________________________________________

6- The fans have been writing a lot of letters to the players.

________________________________________________________________________

7- The parents had reported the incident to the police.

________________________________________________________________________

8- The children had been playing in the snow when the incident happened.

________________________________________________________________________

9- My parents and my brother are going to make an ice rink this year.

________________________________________________________________________

10- We will fix the fence next summer.

________________________________________________________________________

11- The workers will be arriving early tomorrow.

________________________________________________________________________

12- John will have finished the job by five o’clock.

________________________________________________________________________

13- They will have been working for better conditions all their lives.

________________________________________________________________________

Continued, Question Formation Exercise

14- I can leave right away.

________________________________________________________________________

15- I should have finished the project sooner.

________________________________________________________________________

Part C: Proper Syntax for Negative Questions

The negative of 

1- Do 
is: 
Don’t 

Or 
Do (subject) NOT

2- Does 
is: 
Doesn’t 
Or 
Does (subject) NOT

3- Did 
is: 
Didn’t 

Or 
Did (subject) NOT

4- Was
is: 
Wasn’t 
Or 
Was(subject) NOT

5- Were
is: 
Weren’t
Or  
Were (subject) NOT

6- Has
is: 
Hasn’t 

Or  
Has (subject) NOT

7- Have
is: 
Haven’t 
Or  
Have (subject) NOT

8- Had
is: 
Hadn’t 
Or  
Had (subject) NOT

9- Will 
is: 
Won’t 

Or  
Will (subject) NOT

10- Can
is: 
Can’t 

Or  
Can (subject) NOT

11- Could
is: 
Couldn’t 
Or  
Could (subject) NOT

12- Should
is: 
Shouldn’t 
Or  
Should (subject) NOT

13- Would is: 
Wouldn’t 
Or 
Would (subject) NOT

14- Had rather is: 
Had (subject) rather NOT (+ infinitive or have + participle)

Or

Would rather is: Would (subject) rather NOT (+ infinitive or have + participle)

15- Might
is: 
Might (subject) NOT (+ infinitive or have + participle)

Or

May
is: 
May (subject) NOT (+ infinitive or have + participle)

16- Must 
is: ___________________________________________________________

17- Have to (equivalent of ‘must’) is: Do/Does (subject) NOT (+ infinitive or have + participle)
Continued Part C: Proper Syntax for Negative Questions
18- Had to

is:
Did (subject) NOT have to (+ infinitive or have + participle)

(past for ‘must’)

19- Will have to
is:
Will (subject) NOT have to (+ infinitive or have + participle)

(future for ‘must’)

20- Ought to
is:
Ought (subject) NOT to (+ infinitive or have + participle)

(means should)

Contractions

	POSITIVE FORM
	NEGATIVE FORM

	1- Do
	Don’t (1 syllable + e)

	2- Does
	Doesn’t (2 syllables + e)

	3- Did
	Didn’t (2 syllables + e)

	4- Is
	Isn’t (2 syllables + e) 

	5- Was
	Wasn’t (2 syllables + e)

	6- Were
	Weren’t (1 syllable + e)

	7- Has
	Hasn’t (2 syllables + e)

	8- Have
	Haven’t (2 syllables + e)

	9- Had
	Hadn’t (2 syllables + e)

	10- Are
	Aren’t (1 syllable + e)

	11- Will
	Won’t (1 syllable + e)

	12- Can
	Can’t (1 syllable + e)

	13- Could 
	Shouldn’t (2 syllables + e)


Practice pronouncing these. To clearly sound out the final ‘t’ of the negative form, add the sound ‘e’, as in French. This is somewhat like adding another syllable to the word.

Negative Questions: Exercise #1

	NUMBER
	POSITIVE QUESTION
	NEGATIVE QUESTION

	1
	Do you like coffee?
	__________ you like coffee?

	2
	Is Suzanne asking for a divorce?
	__________Suzanne asking for a divorce?

	3
	Did Richard forget about the meeting last night?
	__________Richard forget about the 

meeting last night?

	4
	Was your son practicing Karate yesterday at 3 o’clock?
	__________ your son practicing karate yesterday at 3 o’clock?

	5
	Have you finished your report yet?
	__________ you finished your report yet?

	6
	Has Johnny been working late lately?
	__________ Johnny been working late lately?

	7
	Had the technician repaired the pipe connections last week?
	__________the technician repaired the pipe connections last week?

	8
	Had the representative been dealing with that customer for a long time? 
	__________the representative been dealing with that customer for a long time? 

	9
	Are you going to buy a new truck this year?
	__________ you going to buy a new truck this year?

	10
	Will you go tomorrow?
	__________ you go tomorrow?

	11
	Can you try again?
	__________ you try again?

	12
	Should I try again?
	__________ I try again?


To observe syntax for questions, use the Question Formation Rules from Materials Lesson 2.

Question Formation Chart

Instructions: Follow the chart for one sure way of forming questions in English. Of course, some variations do exist. At this time, learn to master one sure way.

	
	POSITIVE

full forms

(short forms)
	NEGATIVE

full forms

(short forms)
	IN BASIC QUESTIONS Always separate the aux. from the rest of the verb.
	Whenever Question Words are required use them before the basic question.

	Present Simple

I/you/we/they

He/she/it
	cook

cooks
	do not cook

(you don’t cook)

does not cook

(she doesn’t cook)
	Do you cook?

Does he cook?
	Examples:

Where do you cook?

What does he cook?

Exception: ‘to be’

                  Who is he?

                  What is wrong?

	Present Continuous

(am/are/is + verb + ing)

I

You/ we/ they

He/she/it
	am cooking

(I’m cooking)

are cooking
(we’re cooking)

is cooking
(it’s cooking)
	am not cooking

(I’m not cooking)

are not cooking

(aren’t cooking)

is not cooking

(isn’t cooking)
	Am I cooking?

Are you cooking?

Is he cooking?
	Which am I cooking?

What are you cooking?

Where is she cooking?

	Past Simple

(ed or irregular form)

I/you/he/she/it/we/they


	cooked
	did not cook

(didn’t cook)
	Did you cook?
	For whom did you cook?

Exception: ‘to be’

        With whom were you?

        Who was she?

	Past Continuous

(was/were + verb + ing)

I/he/she/it

You/we/they
	Was cooking

Were cooking
	was not cooking

(wasn’t cooking)

were not cooking

(weren’t cooking)
	Was he cooking?

Were you cooking?
	With whom was he cooking?

With what were you cooking?









Question Formation Chart

	
	POSITIVE

full forms

(short forms)
	NEGATIVE

full forms

(short forms)
	BASIC QUESTIONS
	When Question Words are required use them before the basic question.

	Present Perfect

(have/has + past participle)

I/you/we/they

He/she/it


	have cooked
(I’ve cooked)

has cooked
(he’s cooked)


	have not cooked

(haven’t cooked)

has not cooked

(hasn’t cooked)
	Have they cooked?

Has she cooked?
	What have they cooked?

Whose steak has she cooked?



	Present Perfect Continuous (have/has + been + verb + ing)

I/you/we/they

He/she/it
	Have been cooking
(I’ve been cooking)

has been cooking
(he’s been cooking)
	have not been cooking

(haven’t been cooking)

has not been cooking

(hasn’t been cooking)
	Have you been cooking?

Has she been cooking?
	For what occasion have you been cooking?

Why has she been cooking?



	Past Perfect

(had + past participle)

I/you/he/she/it/we/they


	had cooked
(she’d cooked)
	had not cooked

(hadn’t cooked)
	Had they cooked?

(Hadn’t she cooked before that?)


	Why hadn’t she cooked before that?

	Past Perfect Continuous

(had + been + verb + ing)

I/you/he/she/it/we/ they


	had been cooking
	had not been cooking

(hadn’t been cooking)
	Had they been cooking?

Hadn’t we been cooking that day?
	What had they been cooking?


WHICH VERB? GUIDE
	When you need
	Use
	It could sound like this.

	.to communicate long-term information

.to ask for long-term information
	Simple Present
	.I like my job.

.I don’t like my job.

.Don’t you like your job? 

. Do you like your job?

	.to give short-term information

.to ask for short-term information
	Present Continuous
	.I’m changing jobs soon.

.I’m busing to work these days.

.Are you changing jobs soon?

.Aren’t you busing to work these days?

	.to state past facts and details

.to ask about past facts and details
	Simple Past
	.John walked to work yesterday.

.Did John walk to work yesterday?

.Didn’t he go?

	.to demonstrate that things happened at the same time in the past

.to validate whether or not things happened at the same time in the past
	Past Continuous
	.The boys were eating popcorn during the hockey game.

.Tom was working overtime last night.

.He was checking the gauge when you arrived.

.Were the boys eating popcorn during the hockey game?

.Was Tom working overtime last night?

.Wasn’t the checking the gauge when you arrived?

	.to talk about a situation that is not over yet or that has consequences now.

.to ask about a situation that is not over yet or about one that has impact in your present.
	Present Perfect 

or

Present Perfect Continuous
	.It HAS snowed all day.

.It HAS been snowing all day.

.HAS it snowed all day?

.HASN’T it been snowing all day?

	.to tell a past story or about a past sequence of events

.to ask about a past story or validate a past story or a past sequence of events
	Past Perfect or Past Perfect Continuous
	.John HAD been in a big accident last year.

.The boy HAD been missing from home.

.HAD John been in a big accident last year?

.HADN’T the boy been missing from home?

	.to talk plans, intentions and probabilities

.to ask about plans, intentions and probabilities
	Future Intent
	.They are going to expand the business.

.Are they going to expand the business?

. Aren’t they going to go?

	.to communicate near-facts and decisions for the future

.to ask about or validate near-facts and decisions for the future
	Simple Future
	.John will be at the meeting tomorrow.

.The workers will not go on strike.

.Will John be at the meeting tomorrow?

.Won’t the workers go on strike?

	.to communicate what you expect will occur at the same time in the future

.to validate or ask about what you expect will occur at the same time in the future
	Future Continuous
	.They will be arriving next Wednesday.

.They will be making the presentation to the group when the President is scheduled to arrive.

.Will they be arriving next Wednesday?

.When will they be arriving?

.Will they be making the presentation to the group when the President is scheduled to arrive?

.Won’t they be coming?

	.to communicate what you expect will occur in sequence in the future

.to validate or ask about what is expected to occur in sequence  in the future
	Future Perfect

or

Future Perfect Continuous
	.I will have finished BEFORE/AFTER you. 

.By the time you finish, they will have arrived.

.This project will have been being developed all through the year.

.He will have arrived by Friday.

.Will you have finished before me?

.Won’t they have arrived by then?

.Will this project have been being developed throughout the year?


Modal Review Chart: ANSWER KEY

	For use in the:
	Examples in the:
	Interpretation of the:

	Present
	Future
	Past
	Present
	Future
	Past
	Present
	Future
	Past

	                                          1- would + infinitive
	                        would + infinitive
	                                             would +have + past participle
	                                  I would go now if…
	                          I would go tomorrow if…
	I would have gone yesterday if…
	J’irais tout de suitesi…
	J’irais demain si…
	J’aurais été hier si…

     Ou 

Je serais allé hier si…

	                                        2- can + infinitive
	                             could + infinitive
	. could + infinitive
. could + have + past participle
	                                          I can go now.
	                                            I could go later today or tomorrow.
	.Younger, I could go for hours.

.I could have gone yesterday.
	(Capacité)

Je peux y aller           tout de suite.

      Ou 

Je suis en mesure d’y aller maintenant.
	(Possibilité) (peut-être) :

Je pourrais y aller maintenantou demain.
	  (Capacité) Plus jeune, je pouvais y aller pendant des heures.

  (Possibilité) J’aurais pu y aller hier.

	                                        3- should + infinitive
	                       should + infinitive
	                                        should + have + past participle
	                                         I should go now.
	                                          I should go tomorrow.
	                                    I should have gone yesterday.
	                                  Je devrais y aller tout de suite.
	Je devrais y aller demain.

NON pas : Je devrai, qui est plutôt le Futur simple et non le Conditionnel.
	                           J’aurais dû y aller hier.

	4- ‘d rather + infinitive
	‘d rather + infinitive
	‘d rather + have + past participle
	He’d rather go now.
	He’d rather go tomorrow.
	He’d rather have gone yesterday.
	Il préfère y aller maintenant.
	Il préférait y aller demain.
	Il aurait préféré y aller hier.

	5- might + infinitive
	might + infinitive
	might + have + past participle
	She might go now.
	She might go tomorrow.
	She might have gone yesterday.
	(Possibilité) (peut-être) :

Il pourrait y aller tout de suite.
      Ou 

Il irait possiblement maintenant.
	(Possibilité) (peut-être) :
Elle pourrait y aller demain.

     Ou

Elle irait peut-être demain.
	(Possibilité) (peut-être) :

Elle est possiblement allée hier.

       Ou

Peut-être qu’elle a été hier.


Modal Review Chart: ANSWER KEY
	For use in the :
	Examples in the:
	Interpretation of the:

	Present
	Future
	Past
	Present
	Future
	Past
	Present
	Future
	Past

	                                             6- may + infinitive
	                              may + infinitive
	                                            may + have + past participle
	(Possibility of going)
.She may go now. 
(Permission granted)                             . She may go now. 
	(Possibility of going)
.She may go tomorrow.                                                                        

(Permission granted)                            . She may go tomorrow. 
	  (Possibility)                             She may have gone yesterday.

                      (Possible permission granted)                            She may have been able to go yesterday.
	Possibilité (peut-être) :

Elle irait possiblement maintenant. 

(Permission obtenue)

Elle peut ou elle pourra y aller maintenant.

NON pas : elle ira, qui est plutôt le Futur simple et non le Conditionnel.
	Possibilité (peut-être) :

Elle irait possiblement demain.

(Permission obtenue)

Elle pourra y aller demain.
	    Possibilité 
       et/ou 
  permission : Il est possible qu’elle ait pu y aller hier.

Elle est peut-être allée hier.

	                                        7- must + infinitive

     Or 

have to + infinitive
	                           must + infinitive

     Or

will have to + infinitive
	                                          must have + past participle
          Or

had to + infinitive
	(Obligation) They must go now.

       Or

They have to go now
	(Obligation)                              They must go tomorrow.

      Or

They will have to go tomorrow.
	(Possible probability) 

They must have gone yesterday.

       Or

(Obligation)

They had to go yesterday.
	(Obligation)

Ils doivent y aller maintenant.
      Ou

Ils devront y aller maintenant.
	 (Obligation)

Ils doivent y aller demain.

       Ou

Ils devront y aller demain.
	(Probabilité)

Ils ont dû y aller hier.

(Situation sans équivoque)

Ils ont été obligés d’y aller hier.

	                                   8- ought to + infinitive

‘ought to’ means ‘should’
	                         ought to + infinitive
	                                           ought to + have + past participle
	(Made to feel obliged)

She ought to go now.
	                               She ought to go tomorrow.
	                            She ought to have gone yesterday.
	(Poussée vers l’obligation)

Elle devrait y aller maintenant i.
	                                  Elle devrait y aller demain.
	Elle aurait dû y aller hier.

        Ou

Elle aurait dû être allée hier.


MADE-TO-MEASURE WORDS & the ‘English Way of Thinking’
English is a PICTURE language. It continually and continuously makes use of images to make an impression on the mind (of the reader and the listener). Speakers of English world-wide take pleasure in making up* words that evoke a specific picture in the mind. This way of expressing oneself can indeed be very personal. This manner of expression does not exist much in French and, when it does, it is often borrowed from English. Let’s attempt to experience this personalized way of expressing specific ideas.

*to make up is a phrasal verb or 2-word verb which means to invent

Here are a few examples of words that were invented to evoke images in the mind. See if you can come up with others.

· Air-tight container  (means a sealed container)

· Made-to-measure clothing  (refers to garments that have been tailored to a specific person or body)

· Off-the-rack wear  (refers to clothing that is NOT tailored)

· High-tech home appliances  (refers to electric or gas-operated appliances that use the very latest technology, not commonly found in most households)

· Ever-ready batteries  (are always charged and ready to be used)

How would you interpret the following?

· Hate-it-when-you’re-not-like-me reactions

· A don’t-dare-risk-it decision-making approach (Notice there are 2 distinct adjectives here.)

· An I’m-not-responsible attitude or an it’s-not-my-fault attitude

· A go-getter
Note that some of the above are adjectives and others are nouns.  They may also be used as adverbs. These descriptive words are assembled with hyphens so that the reader/listener/speaker is sure to gather these words into a single thought or idea to impress upon the mind. Marketing experts have fully taken advantage of this ‘English way of thinking’ and have come up with** innumerable expressions that have stuck and, as a result, sell products because of the impression which is made upon consumers’ minds. **to come up with is a phrasal verb or 3-word verb which means to produce

Many speakers of English greatly personalize what they attempt to express, in the same manner. In order to experience how this works, let’s concentrate on describing ourselves to others.                       Here’s an example you could follow:

· I’m an up-and-ready person. I like to make on-the-spot decisions in split-second timing. I’m a come-as-you-are sort, with no qualms about being unprepared. As a result, I feel that I’m able to fully take advantage of opportunities and circumstances in life.

How do you interpret the italicized words? What pictures or images do they evoke in your mind?

NOW IT’S YOUR TURN TO INVENT WORDS TO DESCRIBE YOURSELF. CHALLENGE YOURSELF TO PUT TOGETHER A MINIMUM OF 4 HYPHENATED EXPRESSIONS THAT WOULD EVOKE IMAGES THAT DESCRIBE HOW YOU APPROACH LIFE. Have fun with it! This need not be a serious exercise; it could be humorous.

‘can’ (to convey a present feeling, long-term or short-term)





‘could’ (to convey a future or past feeling)





Note that ‘could’ may be used two ways to convey a past feeling:








‘must’ + infinitive (to convey a present feeling, long-term or short-term)





‘had to’ (to convey a past feeling)





‘have to’ or ‘will have to’ + infinitive (to convey a future feeling).                             In current English, both forms are used to express future. ‘Have to’ is also used to express present time.





Notice how imprecise this all is.





Future Perfect/Future Perfect Continuous (prediction of future situations in sequence)





Simple Future a fact or near-fact/decision regarding the future





Present Perfect/Present Perfect       Continuous (ongoing situation or implies a situation from the past that still has impact now; this includes past and present but not future)





Present Continuous (a little bit of past, MOSTLY present, a little bit of future)





Future Continuous (prediction of simultaneousness  in the future)





Future Intent (a plan, an intention for the future)





Simple Present (was true in the past; is still true in the present and will probably continue to be true in the future)





Past Continuous (Simultaneous situations; they’re over.)





Past Perfect/Past Perfect Continuous (this signals a past story; details are given or available; introduces the 1st of a sequence of events)








Simple Past (detail or fact; It’s over.)





(1) It had snowed all day when my plane landed in Alaska. I found my car was stuck; so I called a tow truck. While I was waiting for it a fellow passenger offered me a ride.�
(2) When my plane landed in Alaska, it had been snowing all day. I found my car was stuck; so, …�
(3) After my plane landed in Alaska, I found my car was stuck. It had been snowing all day. So, I called a tow truck…�
(4) After, my plane landed in Alaska, I found my car was stuck; so, I called a tow truck. While I was waiting for it, a fellow passenger offered me a ride. He said it had snowed all day.�
�






Rule #1:


If your verb is a single (1) word:


you MUST start your question with 


Do or Does for Simple Present tense 


Did for Simple Past tense.





Rule #2:


If your verb is composed of many words (more than one (1) word:)


you MUST start your question with 


the first auxiliary


then, use the subject of the verb to separate the 1st auxiliary from the rest of the verb


After the subject of the verb, you use the rest of the verb.


Then, you follow up with the rest of the sentence.
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