
INTERMEDIATE I

DL Teaching Method
LESSON 2
	
	OUTLINE
	Time allotted

	STEP 1
	Taking Care of Homework
	  20 minutes

	STEP 2
	Introduction to ‘The English Way of Thinking’
	40 minutes

	STEP 3
	Oral Practice: Speaking in a linear fashion
	30 minutes

	STEP 4 
	Aural Perception Exercise #1
	25 minutes

	STEP 5
	Homework Box
	05 minutes


	STEP 1
	Taking Care of Homework


Objectives:
We are setting standards for this session and many sessions to come. Let’s learn to do it right.


Note to the teacher: The ‘why’s are important. When participants understand why they are being asked to do things, they tend to get more out of it. Be sure to repeat objectives and to ask questions about how each participant is going about getting homework done. It’s an opportunity for them to express themselves in English and it sheds some light on their understanding of goals and standards.

Materials needed:
Attendance sheet
Procedure:


1. Set the standards for signing in homework. You can only sign in homework on the day you are actually handing it in; never, retroactively. If you are handing in 2 readings, write x2 beside your signature.

2. Check for names on paper copies of the reading and ask the participants to write Side A or B, as well.

3. Discuss the difficulties encountered when you were recording this first reading on tape.

4. Recall the objectives, briefly.

	STEP 2
	Introduction to ‘The English Way of Thinking’


Objectives:

· Raise awareness about the basic differences between French and English.
· Set some objectives regarding ‘The English Way of Thinking’.
Materials needed:
the board

Procedure:

1. At lesson 1, we spoke of some important differences between French and English. Do you recall what they are? (last consonants, h, th, r)

2. Another important difference:


English is a linear language.

a) In English, people tend to speak from left to right according to the time line. Imagine that it’s a bit like talking with the constraints of a tunnel situation. When a number of people are walking in a corridor, there are unwritten rules about the direction and flow of the circulation. The same is true when speaking English.
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English:
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b) The French language is designed quite differently. We do express ourselves in a linear fashion; however, we express ourselves as much in depth, as well.



On the board




French



Thus, French is necessarily more detailed and precise than English.

3. In English, only 2 verb tenses express depth; Past Continuous and Future Continuous. These verb tenses express simultaneousness, that is situations occurring at the same time.
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Examples: 

1. Past Continuous
· I was walking on the street when I saw the accident. (simultaneous  
situations)

· I was working last night.



(Note that a time element is considered to be a situation. Therefore, we 

have simultaneous situations here.)
2. Future Continuous

· I will be going to Quebec City tomorrow.

· I will be completing the report while you type the first part.

3. Note: Present tenses (Simple Present and Present Continuous) don’t imply depth through simultaneousness. They need a ‘flag word’ to do the job.

Example: John is watching TV ‘while’ Susan is cooking.

4.   • French verbs are very detailed in their conjugations. The verb endings 


  (les terminaisons) change for every pronoun and it is all very complex.


• English verb endings are simple and maintain a pattern, except for 3rd person 

  singular, Simple Present tense.


Examples:



Singular: I walk, you walk, he walks


Plural: we walk, you walk, they walk


Singular: I walked, you walked, he walked


Plural: we walked, you walked, they walked


Singular: I will walk, you will walk, he will walk


Plural: we will walk, you will walk, they will walk
5. Language structure affects culture.

a) The French language is complex and detailed. It allows for precision of expression and is an excellent tool for expressing emotions and complex thoughts. It affects our psychology, the way we perceive spatial order and how we deal with situations.
b) The English language is mostly linear and evokes pictures/images in the mind.       (We will demonstrate this aspect at Lesson 3.) It expresses thoughts in a more global fashion and is much less complex than French in design (grammar and syntax). As we expose ‘The English Way of Thinking’ to you, you will come to understand why English has become the business language of the world.
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- Other than the fact, that it has become the ‘power language’ because of the 
Americans, it is particularly well adapted to do the job. Other than the fact it is simple 
and illustrates thoughts in a practical straight forward fashion, English is an excellent 
tool for negotiating when you use the pictures/images in a suggestive way to your 
advantage. (This is Intermediate III to Advanced level material).

Example: 15 years ago, international companies (such as Alstom), negotiating 
contracts with China, negotiated in English and wrote out contracts in French (at 
China’s request). The Chinese stopped insisting upon this as the number of contracts 
with foreigners began to multiply. Too much language expertise was required to 
maintain this way of doing things.

c) Another example of how language affects culture (or is it that culture affects language???)

· The Vietnamese language has no verb conjugations and uses strictly the 
infinitive to express thoughts.

· Emotions are very difficult to express with only the infinitive to work with. 
Young children soon learn that it is much too long and complex to do so and 
stop trying to do so very early. As adults, this impacts relations between men 
and women.

· In comparison, English is a better tool to express emotions but is much less 
efficient than French, in this matter.

6. Let’s set some objectives to aim at in view of ‘The English Way of Thinking’. 

a) When speaking English, keep your sentences short and simple.
b) Express your thoughts in a linear fashion, from left to right on the time line.

c) Remember to imagine a ‘tunnel’ situation

· If you are moving in a tunnel, it is very difficult and confusing to move backwards and then forward, and then backwards again.

· When you are walking in a hallway, you will create confusion and disrupt the flow of circulation, if you suddenly decide to change directions without warning and regard for the people walking in a common direction.

· Warn your listener that you are ‘changing direction’ if you must (by using a ‘flag’ or ‘link’ word.)
· Avoid drastic changes with time elements (past/present/future), as much as possible. When speaking about something that happened in the past, stay in the past and use only past tenses. The same is true for present and future situations.


Example: Observe the following anecdote:


Incorrect: As a child, I enjoyed playing outside.


    

     I  am  very energetic. (incorrect)

    

     I didn’t like sitting in silence in a classroom all day.
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Correct: I was very energetic.


  
  
  (Stay in the past / even if you are still very energetic).

	STEP 3
	Oral Practice: Speaking in a linear fashion


Objectives:


1. Experiment speaking in a linear fashion.


2. Experiment staying in the past when speaking about the past.

Materials needed: none

Procedure: 

Part A: (05 minutes)


Begin by discussing ‘The English Way of Thinking’. All participants should express 
their views and take this opportunity to talk.

Part B: (10 minutes)


Express thoughts in a linear fashion, moving from left to right on the time line.


Example:



Last week, I was working in the Laurentians. I usually work in Montreal at Du 

Havre. Next week, I will go on a training course in the Eastern Townships.

Part C: (05 minutes)


  Express short anecdotes and past events. Make an effort to stay in the past.


  Suggestion: Practice A & B at home or when alone in your car.

	STEP 4
	Aural Perception Exercise #1


Objective:

1. Prepare for reading #2.


2. Attempt a first aural perception exercise.

Materials needed:
· Hand out an ‘Aural Perception Record Book’ to each participant.
· large CD player

· Teacher’s copy of Book II/ Book III
· Participants should always bring their hardcopy to class.
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Procedure:

1. Listen to the first paragraph of Chapter 2, once for content. This first chance at listening also gives the ear an opportunity to get used to the narrator’s tone of voice.
2. Listen a second time, this time begin to write what you hear. The teacher will play it, segment by segment, over and over again.

3. When the exercise is over, use your hardcopy to check your work. Mark all your errors in color.

4. At the end, take a moment to discuss the difficulties encountered and the type of errors made.

Note to the teacher: 
· More time will be allotted to observe specific types of aural perception errors in future lessons.
· This type of exercise is stressful for many. Do acknowledge it in class and reassure participants. Explain that learning a language is first and foremost an emotional experience. Remind them that children who can’t understand and communicate easily because of learning disabilities, are often frustrated and aggressive. With regular exposure to English, the irritants will subside; their ear will calm down and their 
perception increase.
5. Calculate the percentage of correct perception. The teacher should go around checking each participant’s results and make sure that the calculations are truly based on the number of correct words only. Spelling errors and words skipped do count.

6. Encourage participants to repeat this type of exercise at home. It works wonders! It’s a good idea to include exercises done at home in the Aural Perception Record Log.
	STEP 5
	Homework Box


· Take a moment to read the homework box.
· If some class time is left, begin listening to Chapter 2 in view of Reading #2.

Continued, Step 5





Homework in view of Lesson 3:





Prepare for your Reading #2. 


-Book II: Listen to and record Chapter 3 


-Book III: Listen to Chapter 2 and record pp. 9, 10, 11, 12 up to”… 


  so much in our lives.”


-Follow the instructions at Lesson 1, Step 6, Procedure at home. Do note that your 


  reading should be 5-15 minutes in length.


Suggestion: try a short aural perception exercise at home.


Prepare for Lesson 3 by reading your lesson plan.
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