INTERMEDIATE I

DL Teaching Method
LESSON 4
	
	OUTLINE
	Time allotted

	STEP 1
	Taking Care of Homework
	  10 minutes

	STEP 2
	The Technical Accent Sheet / Film I
	30 minutes

	STEP 3
	No-nos regarding Introductions
	30 minutes

	STEP 4 
	Special Tape #1
	30 minutes

	STEP 5
	Aural Perception
	20 minutes


	STEP 1
	Taking Care of Homework


Objectives:

1. Participants need to be aware of the standards in order to maximize the benefits.
a) Listen to the text first for content.

b) Check the words you don’t know how to pronounce. (by locating this word on the CD and listening to the way it’s pronounced)

c) Pay attention to your corrections:

i) 
The corrector uses the control sheet to set specific objectives to work 


on.

ii) Important: the corrector talks to you every week by recording comments about your reading directly on your tape.

iii) Practice the words pronounced and recorded on your tape by the corrector.

iv) Consider this work on tape to be a private lesson. Talk to your corrector; the corrector works hard to establish communication with you. Take full advantage of this learning relationship.

d) The corrector will provide a progress report at mid-term.

Procedure:

1. The teacher may choose to go over the objectives in a number of ways.

· by reading them in turn in the larger group.

· by focusing on what stands out as the weak points from group to group.

· by voicing them differently to ensure comprehension and integration.

	STEP 2
	The Technical Accent Sheet / Film I


Objective:
Learn how your corrector is working with you. What is your corrector 



listening for?
Materials needed:

· The Technical Accent Sheet
· Film: Film I
· The film script (from Lesson 3)

· TV/DVD
Procedure:
1. The work consists in having the class play the corrector’s role by bringing the participants to hear and identify the mispronunciations. If one can hear the problem, it becomes much easier to correct one’s own pronunciation.
2. Begin by going over the Technical Accent Sheet (10 minutes)

3. Play the film, sentence by sentence, from where you left off at Lesson 3.
4. Respect the timetable. Another opportunity to pursue this objective has been planned for Lesson 5.

	STEP 3
	No-nos regarding Introductions


Objective:
1. When Francophones and Anglophones communicate with each other in English, we often misunderstand each other. Francophones need to learn to use “The English Way of Thinking” when speaking English, to ensure clarity.

2. We need to install a yellow flasher in the mind to watch over what we say.

Materials needed:
Introductions & Presentations
Procedure:
1. The hand-out should be used for recapitulation purposes only.

2. When Anglophones meet Francophones for the first time they are often disconcerted, surprised or confused by our responses during the introduction.

continued, Lesson 4, Step3

No-no #1: 

· ‘Introduce’ is for people and new products.

· ‘Present’ is for objects: plaques, cheques, awards, gifts, etc.

When an Anglophone introduces someone in French, we smile and giggle at: “Je veux vous ‘introduire’ mon patron”.

In turn, when Francophones say: “Let me ‘present’ my wife”, Anglophones are inclined to snicker and joke about it. So, let’s correct this error once and for all.

Suggestion: Practice in front of a mirror. Create a proper automatism. When introducing someone, we are very often nervous and we tend to cut it short and/or make an error…which does not leave a very good impression. Because first impressions last long, you need to practice till it’s perfect.

To the teacher: This will be the objective of Special Tape #1, scheduled at Lesson 4,               

       Step 4.


No-no #2:
In response to an introduction, many Anglophones say:




“How do you do” to which Francophones respond in turn by saying:




“Fine thank you and you?”




At this, the Anglophone is disconcerted because the response is 



inappropriate. Let’s have a look why.

· “How do you do” has a question form, but in reality, it is not meant as a question. It really means hello. This special hello is used mostly when you meet someone for the 1st time. If it is used again at a later date for the same person, that person may get the impression that you do not remember meeting him/her previously. They tend to say: “Oh, but we have already met…if you remember…at last year’s conference.”
· Another response to an introduction that requires adjustment coming from a Francophone is:







                           versus

continued, Lesson 4, Step3




When you reflect upon the difference in meaning here, you will 



find another cause to smile. Last consonants are important.





To the teacher: Here’s a good time to test other possible 






   responses.


No-no #3: 






versus


Subsequent times when you meet this person you may hear or say: “How are you doing?” which refers to a short-term situation. Notice how this should direct the response.            (‘The English Way of Thinking’: short-term present versus long-term)

A proper response to “How are you doing?” is “Fine thank you and you?”

Also compare: 





     versus


· Long-term versus short-term question. What kind of response or information is sought; what’s the ‘picture’?

· Of course, Anglophones respond automatically to these ‘pictures’ without any after-thought. Francophones need to be exposed and sensitized to these differences.
	STEP 4
	Special Tape #1


Objectives:
1. Special tapes provide an opportunity to practice speaking English with the added advantage of being corrected. It’s another opportunity to work more privately; it’s a one-on-one.
2. Let’s establish the standards.

continued, Lesson 4, Step4
Materials needed:

· small recorders
· a regular audio tape for recording (Do not use the same cassettes as for your readings on tape. Special tapes are given to a different corrector.)

Procedure:

1. For many, recording a ‘special tape’ may be a new experience. At first, this activity may be stressful. To counter the stress of speaking English – in view of being corrected – on tape, the teacher will allow the participants to prepare for the recording, on paper. Of course, the objective is to speak – and not to read. Eventually, participants will be allowed to use bullet points only to support their recording. In fact, those participants who are used to doing special tapes will be restricted to the use of bullet points only, come recording time. New participants, this session, will be allowed to use full written sentences, should they wish to do so before Special Tape #1. Furthermore, all participants will be encouraged to prepare for special tapes ahead of time and thus, improve results. Drilling and memorizing in view of the recording are useful at first; this provides structure and boosts self-confidence. Eventually participants accept the need for more spontaneity during this type of exercise.
2. As a 1st experience, the teacher will greatly restrict the preparation time as to minimize stress. Often, the more preparation time is given, the more people get nervous about the recording. The first time, it works best to take advantage of the element of surprise; the results can be astonishing. The scenario is explicit, so preparation can be done within the larger group. Then, quickly follow with the recording.

:
:

Introduce yourself to the corrector:
· Sentence #1: Give your name.
· Sentence #2: Give your age.
· Sentence #3: Give information about where you work: the company name: remember to decide if your personal situation is a long-term or short-term situation. Ask yourself: “What’s the picture?” and then decide which verb tense to use. Should you use Present Continuous or Simple Present?
· Sentence #4: Say in which department you work. Again, ask yourself: “What’s the picture?” Is this a long-term situation or short-term? Maybe this is a new job for you. 
· Sentence #5: Give information about where you live: what town or city do you live in. Again, ask yourself: “What’s the picture?” and then decide which verb tense to use. Should you use Present Continuous or Simple Present? Keep your sentences short.
continued, Lesson 4, Step4
· Sentence #6: Say which type of housing you live in: single family bungalow or cottage, semi-detached house, a row-housing unit, a duplex, triplex, apartment building, or condominium. Decide whether this is a long-term or short-term situation for you.
                 Should you use Present Continuous or Simple Present? Keep your sentences short.

· Sentence #7: Say when you plan to retire. Is this in the long-term or in the short-term? Choose your verb tense accordingly: 

“I’m planning to retire…”

              or

“I plan to retire…”

	STEP 5
	Aural Perception


Objective: 
Sharpen your ability to hear all English sounds.
Material needed:

· large CD player

· CD for Book II/Book III
· Participants should always have their hardcopy when they come to class.

Procedure:
1. Use a short paragraph from Chapter 5 to do an aural perception exercise.

· The teacher will play one sentence at a time, over and over again, while the participants try to write the words.

· Use the text to check your aural perception. Observe your errors, including spelling errors. These are clues regarding what you hear and don’t hear.

· It is a good idea to try this type of exercise at home. You will progress rapidly if you do regular aural perception exercises.

· Calculate your percentage of correct perception.

“Let me introduce…..”


versus


“Let me present…”





Please to meet you 





Pleased to meet you





How do you do?





How are you doing?





“How are you?”





“How are you doing?”





Scenario for Special Tape #1





Use short sentences





Keep sentences short








Homework in view of Lesson 5:





Prepare Reading #4; use page 1 of Film I. 


Suggestions: 


Try a short aural perception exercise at home, especially if there was no time to do the exercise in class.


Practice introducing your boss to someone, aloud in front of the mirror.


Prepare for Lesson 5 by reading the lesson plan. You will enjoy the class more.


At home, be sure to listen to and read Chapter 7 of Book II /Chapter 4 of Book III.


	








PAGE  
2
Int.I / Lesson 4 / Program A
Revised: August/09


