Lesson 10, Step 3

DICTATION: Study it till you render a perfect score.

Even ____________ I ___________ that I had ____________ you verb tenses, I ____________ you making a number of mistakes. Obviously, verb tenses are ______________ to teach and to learn and the results remain _____________. My teaching has not yet ____________ good results _____________ I _____________ I had done a _____________ job. I have _____________ some new reference manuals to have _________ examples to add to those I had already ______________. I will use them _____________ the session.

Lesson 10, Step 4
Count/Non-count nouns

Much

a little

Little

Less

a lot of

some

for

non-count
nouns

examples:

music

water

sand

snow

soil

information¹

money²

homework³

Many

a few

Few

Fewer

a lot of

some

for

count
nouns

examples:

apples

kids

cars

people 4

them 5
women 6

men 7
children 8
1 Information: is non-count; so it NEVER takes ‘s’. Also, you cannot use articles nor  adjectives that would result in counting.
Examples:

	Incorrect
	Correct

	an information
	the information

	two information
	some information: 
much, a little, little, less, a lot of


2 ‘money’ is a non-count noun. Though it seems weird to say that, ‘money’ is considered
   to be a general, global idea. If you must count, then, you will need to count dollars and
   cents, for example. The word ‘money’ used as subject of the verb requires a singular 
   verb.

ex: Money is scarce during a recession.

3 homework is non-count. Like ‘information’ it NEVER takes ‘s’. Also, you cannot use
  articles and adjectives that would result in counting.

  Suggestion: If you feel you must count, use the word ‘assignment’ instead; it is  countable.

4 ‘people’ is a count noun that has special characteristics:
· it replaces the less popular plural of the word person/persons

· it requires a plural verb


     ex: Many people dislike loud music.

                          (3rd person)  (plural)
· It doesn’t take ‘s’. In fact, when you add ‘s’ to the word ‘people’ you change the meaning entirely. It refers to ‘categories’ of people such as nations and races.

     ex: Many peoples are represented at United Nations meetings.


     CAUTION: Every time you add ‘s’ to people by mistake, you create confusion.

· Similar changes in definition occur when you add ‘s’ to the following words:

     fish, fruit: I prefer shopping at the community market because they have many 
     
     fruits and fishes. (categories)
5 ‘them’ is countable. It requires a slight adjustment of syntax:


many of them


a few of them


few of them


fewer of them

6 ‘women, men, children’ are plural forms for ‘woman, man, child’. They are countable, though they NEVER take ‘s’

Recapitulation exercise:
In the larger group, proceed in turn, in a round-table fashion with numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4, adding the proper qualifiers to the nouns below. Decide if the noun is count or non-count.

1. Choose: a; an; the; no article; some.

2. Choose: one; two; nothing at all.

3. Choose: much – many; a little – a few; little – few.

4. Choose: less – fewer.


Borrowing and Lending
Choose the correct alternative to complete each sentence.

1. If you possess something, you can say that you _____________ it.


a. owe

b. own

c. owner

2. If you have to reimburse or repay someone, you _____________ money.


a. owe

b. own

c. yield

3. To let someone else have the use of your money for a certain period of time, after which it must be paid back, is to __________.


a. borrow
b. lend

c. credit

4. To take money that has to be repaid is, on the contrary, to____________.


a. borrow
b. lend

c. loan

5. An amount of money lent is a _______________.


a. debit

b. debt

c. loan

6. A person who has borrowed money is a ________________.


a. creditor
b. debtor
c. owner

7. Another word for a lender is a/an __________________.


a. creditor
b. debtor
c. owner

8. The income received by someone who lends money is called______________.


a. dividends
b. interest
c. interests

9. The borrower has to pay back the loan itself, also known as the 


a. principal
b. principle
c. premium

10. The amount of money a lender receives for a loan or an investment, expressed as a percentage, is known as its return or ____________.


a. credit
b. income
c. yield

Remember that lend is an irregular verb; lend – lent -lent






			student		electricity


			people		fruit


			boss


			sediment
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