Lesson 4, Step 2

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ELEMENTS THAT MAKE UP A FRENCH-CANADIAN TECHNICAL ACCENT

Note: The elements that make up a French-Canadian technical accent may be totally eliminated because they are simply mispronunciations. What is then left is the cultural accent which is not a mispronunciation. Everyone has a cultural accent and that’s O.K.

	Accent
	80% technical (mispronunciations)

	
	20% cultural


	
	Technical Accent
	
	How to correct it

	1
	leaving out last consonants of words, including “S” and “ED”.
	1
	Pronounce all last consonants of words, including “S” and “ED” sounds.

	2
	opening too widely on the “a”.
	2
	Close up on “a” = â sound not à

	3 
	leaving out “h” and hardening “th” sounds
	3.a
	Let air out of your mouth when pronouncing “h” sounds.

	
	
	3.b
	Do not pronounce the “h” for the following words: hour, honour, honesty, heir, heiress.

	
	
	3.c
	“th” is pronounced by placing the tongue between the teeth. It helps to soften your jaw (mouth) and to lower the head while speaking softly.

	4
	rolling over the “r”.
	4
	slide over the “r”.

	5
	too much emphasis on words ending with

( er

( ing

( thing

( body

	5
	shift the emphasis away from :

 ( er
 ( ing

 ( thing

 ( body



	6
	pronunciation of words ending with “tion” and “sion”.
	6
	put emphasis on the syllable preceding “tion” or “sion”.

	7
	emphasis on object-pronouns

e.g. 
My mother told me.

You can’t get away with it.

	7
	Object-pronouns should not be emphasized; instead shift emphasis onto the word preceding the object-pronoun, or on any word other than the object pronoun, in accordance with the meaning you wish to evoke.

E.g.
My mother told me.


My mother told me.


My mother told me.


Lesson 4, Step 3
[image: image1.wmf] SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1INTRODUCTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS
Note: awards are presented. People and products are introduced.

Introducing an individual to a group;
— 
Let me introduce Jack Haines, President of... 

__
Jack Haines is here today,...say why). We at Spices are pleased

                        (or honoured) to have you, Jack.
Introducing an individual to another:
Example #1

— 
Jack, let me introduce you to Bill Parker. Bill is President here at ABC Co.

—
Bill, meet Jack Haines. Jack is a representative for WWC Co. We will be working closely with Jack on the “F” contract.

Example #2

— 
Susan, let me introduce you to Richard Stokes. Richard is a colleague; we work together every day.

— 
Richard, meet Susan. Susan is my youngest daughter.

Note:
It is correct to say: “Susan, let me introduce you to my colleague, Richard Stokes.” “Richard, meet my daughter Susan.”


In your opinion, why is it preferable to use the first wording?

Exercise:
Pair up with a classmate and go around the class making introductions. Vary the situations by simulating various roles. Decide with those involved in the introductions which person should be introduced first.
Presentation:

Note:
Normally, before making a presentation, it is necessary to make an introduction. Therefore, after the formal introduction, you can go on to make the presentation as such: From whom / What / To Whom / For what.

— 
On behalf of Spices I am honoured to present this award to you, Jack Haines, for your major contribution to the success of the “ABC” project.

Exercise:
Write down how you would word a presentation that you have been asked to make at a conference or meeting.
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