INTERPRETATION CHECK

SUPPLEMENTARY EXERCISE / Ask for the Answer Key.

Do you understand the difference between the Simple Past (past fact or detail) and Past Perfect? (story in the past that is completely over; therefore the sequence/details are likely to be available)
Answer the following questions and explain your answers.

1.
When Sonia got to the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, she had won a silver medal.

When Margaret got to the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta, she won a silver medal.

Who was already an Olympic champion when she got to the 1996 Olympics?

The interpretation is likely to be that Sonia was because the Past perfect ‘had won’ implies a story that is over with details available. We say that this is a likely interpretation, unless proof is brought forth of it being otherwise.
2.
When Andrew arrived at the theater, the music had started.


When Marcel arrived at the theater, the music started.


Who missed part of the show?

It’s likely that Andrew missed part of the show because the Past Perfect (‘had started’) implies a story (we could obtain the details to this story so we can presume that it happened earlier in time). This again, is an interpretation.

3.
At 8 o’clock this morning, Monica had her coffee.


At 8 o’clock this morning, Susan had had her coffee.


Who was drinking her coffee at 8 o’clock? What other verb tense could be used to 


say the same thing?

Interpretation: ‘Had had’ implies a story/sequence of events that is over, so it’s unlikely that we are talking about Susan. It is more likely that we are referring to Monica even though Simple Past implies a fact that is completely over. Past Continuous (was having) would have conveyed a clearer picture of this situation.
4.
When the second robbery occurred, Frank had just been arrested.


When the second robbery occurred, Philip was arrested.


Who could not have committed the second robbery?

Interpretation: It’s unlikely that Frank would have committed the robbery because ‘had been arrested’ implies a complete story that is over. If we consider ‘was arrested’ this could easily imply another fact or detail of a sequence.
5.
Beth had the chicken pox when Pedro visited her.

Helen had had the chicken pox when Pedro visited her.

Who was sick in bed when Pedro visited?

Interpretation: had/when/visited = simultaneous feeling

Had had/when/visited = story before fact

Interpreting is always a challenge; that’s why lawyers, prosecutors and magistrates are very competitive in their interpretation of laws.

VERB CHECK
Q: How do I know when to use an infinitive and when to use a gerund?
A: You use an infinitive when you wish to draw attention to the action. You use a gerund when you wish to emphasize the activity. If you’re not sure ask the question ‘to do what?’ to verify if the infinitive is comfortable to use; or, simply ask the question ‘what?’ to verify if a gerund is comfortable. Sometimes both the infinitive and the gerund are comfortable. In such cases, the English tend to favor the gerund.

GERUNDS VS. INFINITIVE

Complete the sentence with the gerund or with the infinitive form of the verb. Simply

write to before the verb or ing after it. In some instances, you may need to add a

preposition before the gerund form.


e.g. ( Please forgive me for (insult) ing you. (Q: Please forgive me for what?)

                                                                                       = emphasis on the activity


       ( Ovid appears eager to (accept) the deal. (Q: Ovid appears eager to do what?)








      = emphasis on the action

1.
My brother remembers               (hold)      me in his arms when I was a baby.


My brother remembers holding me in his arms when I was a baby.


To hold: would change the meaning here
2.
Please remember                (lock)               the doors when you leave.


Please remember to lock the door when you leave. (emphasis on the action)

3.
We have finished                (make)               supper.


We have finished making supper. 

to make
4.
He is learning                (use)               a computer.


He is learning to use a computer. …(emphasis on the action)
5.
Mark is excited                (go)               to Florida.


Mark is excited to go to Florida. Or about going to Florida.
6.
Tony quit           (take)          drugs.


Tony quit taking drugs. (emphasis on the activity)
7.
Be very careful. You don’t want to risk            (catch)             a dangerous disease.


You don’t want to risk catching a dangerous disease. (emphasis on the activity)
8.
I like                (shop)               at the mall.


I like to shop at the mall. (to shop = action) Or I like shopping at the mall. (shopping = activity)

9.
Would you mind                (help)               me lift this box?


Would you mine helping (helping = activity) me lift this box? 

Continued, Verb Check

10.
You can’t prevent her                   (date)               that man.


You can’t prevent her dating  that man. (dating = activity)

11.
I really miss                 (spend)                time with my mother.


I really miss spending time with my mother. (spending time = activity)

12.
Jeremy’s boss threatened               (fire)                 him.


Jeremy’s boss threatened to fire him. (fire = action)

13.
I promise                   (rehire)                    Jeremy.


I promise to rehire Jeremy. (rehire = action)

14. 
My uncle is an alcoholic. He can’t stop                (drink).    


My uncle is an alcoholic. He can’t stop drinking. (drinking = alcoholic)      

Caution: He can’t stop to drink. This changes the meaning entirely.          

15.
The students practiced                    (pronounce)                    the r sound.


The students practiced pronouncing the r sound. (pronouncing = activity)
16.
My father is a handyman. He used to work with his hands. = past action which is no longer true

Caution: He is used to working with his hands. 


- This means he is familiar with this activity. It’s a habit for him.
17.
Do you really plan to stop               (bother)               him with those silly comments?


Caution: Do you really plan to stop to bother him with those silly comments?

Do you really plan to stop bothering him with those silly comments?

18.
I really resent               (have)               to do almost all of the cleaning up around here.


I really resent having to do almost all of the cleaning up around here.

19.
She doesn’t pretend    (speak)   Greek perfectly, but she does know enough to get by.


She doesn’t pretend to speak Greek perfectly.


She doesn’t pretend speaking Greek is easy because she only knows enough to get by. 

(Notice the addition of verb (in this case is ) required when using the gerund in this case.)
20.
I don’t think that his personality is worth   (discuss)    at this point.


I don’t think that his personality is worth discussing at this point. (discussing = activity) 

21.
I’ve arranged              (leave)               the keys with a neighbor.


I’ve arranged to leave the keys with a neighbor. (to = emphasis on the action)
22.
My grandmother says that she has often regretted      (leave)               her homeland.
My grandmother says that she has often regretted leaving her homeland.
-leaving her homeland = activity


Continued, Verb Check

23.
I’d like to apologize about (disturb) your sleep.


I’d like to apologize about disturbing your sleep. 

24.
Please stop               (stare)               at me. It makes me uncomfortable.


Please stop staring at me. It makes me uncomfortable.


Caution: Please stop to stare a t me. It makes me uncomfortable. 

25.
I’m thirsty. Could we stop              (buy)               a drink?


I’m thirsty. Could we stop to buy a drink?

Caution: I’m thirsty. Could we stop buying a drink?

Caution 4:
Caution 17: 

Caution 24:
    Both sentences have very different meanings. If this is unclear, do ask for help   

Caution 25:        regarding interpretation.
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