[image: image1.jpg]



Welcome to the DL Method!

You need to know that the DL Method is NOT a ‘conversation course’. Of course the method aims at developing your ability to speak English fluently. However, conversation in class is not the principal means we promote to take you there. Years of experience in the world of enterprise and industry have led us to establish the ‘English way of thinking’ as the basis for the DL Method. Though conversing is certainly a useful tool for learning English, it does little to ensure quality of speech. In business, you need to sound professional. That’s precisely what the DL Method has been designed to do: make YOU sound professional.

Your teachers are highly qualified and competent and are duly assisted by correctors who have your progress at heart. Do make the best of it.

We wish you a very happy and productive session.
Denise Larose, Les Entreprises DL

Elizabeth Burton, Les Entreprises Linguistiques EB

Jeems von Platen, CBJT Communicators inc. 
   Applications of Prepositions and Verb Combinations

DL Teaching Method
LESSON 1

	
	OUTLINE
	Time allotted

	STEP 1
	Characteristics of Intermediate III
	40 minutes

	STEP 2
	This session’s objectives
	40 minutes

	STEP 3
	Homework this session / Rhythm and Intonation
	40 minutes


	STEP 1
	Characteristics of Intermediate III


Objective:
It’s important to know where we stand in relation with the ‘Advanced’ level:

1. What do we do well?

2. What still needs work?

3. What was acquired at a previous session called: Prepositions and Verb Combinations?

4. What comes next after ‘Applications of Prepositions and Verb Combinations’ in order to be considered ‘Advanced’?

Materials needed: Définitions des niveaux:

· Intermédiaire II

· Intermédiaire III

· Anglais Écrit
Procedure:


1- (15 minutes) Within the larger group discuss: 
At the Intermediate III level, what do we do well? Compare the sheets ‘Définitions des niveaux’ for Inter II and Inter III. Participants must become keenly aware of the errors they should no longer be making when speaking and writing English:

a) omitting last consonants of words and omitting ‘h’ and ‘th’ sounds.

b) ‘Waltzing’: that is, unjustified shifting from one time element to the next (past/present/future)
c) explaining versus applying appropriate, precise vocabulary

d) continually excluding the more complex verb tenses (the Present Perfects, the Past Perfects, Future Continuous and the Future Perfects) from their speech.

2- What still needs work?
a) During the discussion required for Procedure #1, the participants may have slipped back into some Inter II – type errors. These absolutely need to be signaled by the teacher; they must not be swept under the rug. Each participant should be made aware that integration of what has been learned begins NOW. Integration is the name of the game this session.

Continued, Lesson 1, Step 1, Procedure

b) So that integration can truly take place: SPEED is required. If you are too slow at producing what you have learned about ‘The English Way of Thinking’, you will not be able to adjust your communications. That means that despite the fact you know the rules, you won’t sound like you know them. Memorization is the key. Few of us enjoy memorizing data; however, without it, picking up speed for proper, comfortable communication is practically impossible. We will help you drill in class; but, that will not be sufficient. Many of you will need to study at home.
‘To do’ list:

i) Continually monitor your last consonants, ‘h’ and ‘th’ sounds when you speak.

ii) Slow down and organize your thoughts from past to present to future before talking.
iii) You should be taking every opportunity to learn new words. For example, every time you find yourself explaining something, you should be noting the missing, exact term in French and looking it up in English. Surely, you will be needing this word again.
iv) The time has come to force yourself to use the more complex verb tenses.
3- What was acquired at a previous session called: Prepositions and Verb

     Combinations?

     Response:

a) Whether you have completed ‘Prepositions and Verb Combinations’ last session or at an earlier date, you should now know ‘the rules of the game’ to communicate in accordance with the ‘English Way of Thinking’. Those rules are:

i) the pictures or images implied by the various verb tenses

ii) the active and passive forms

iii) proper verb combinations and no-nos.

iv) The ‘Litany of Prepositions’
Suggestion: It’s a good idea to review these.
b) Your vocabulary should be well on its way; that is, you should have noticed a significant improvement in your ability to communicate precisely.

i) Your sentences should be shorter because you no longer need to explain everything; you are now using the appropriate English words.
Suggestion: Start that list of ‘Words to be looked up’; write the French word you have attempted to explain in English in order to look it up in a dictionary when you have time to do so.

Continued, Lesson 1, Step 1, Procedure


4- What comes next after ‘Applications of Prepositions and Verb Combinations’?

a) 
2/3-Word Verbs: a twelve-week session to study, apply and 

integrate 120 of the most used 2/3-word verbs.

b) 
Conversation for Integration:

After 2/3-Word Verbs, a few of you may not have sufficiently integrated the ‘English Way of Thinking’. A 12-week conversation course at the Intermediate III level will be offered to help carry you over to ‘Advanced’.

	STEP 2
	This session’s objectives


Objectives:



Regarding objective #1: Apply & Integrate the “English Way of Thinking’
You know the ‘rules of the game’ regarding the ‘English Way of Thinking’. The time has come to raise your comfort zone in regards to their application in everyday English. We will be providing repetitive correction exercises and oral drills to help you do so:
a) choose the picture/image that best serves your purpose.

b) organize your communication from left to right on the time line.

c) avoid awkward verb combinations.

Regarding Objective #2: Speed
At Lesson 12, you will be tested on your ability to speedily interpret spoken verb tenses. The drill exercises during the session provide plenty of practice and you should improve rapidly. Most participants achieve the requirement before the end of the session; thus, they need not be tested at Lesson 12. That requirement is:
a minimum of 50 correct interpretations within 05 minutes.

Most participants greatly exceed the requirement; these superior results are often achieved because of extra study time at home.


Regarding Objective #3: Build Your Vocabulary
This session you will be working with business-related materials. You will be provided with vocabulary sheets to help you with some of the new words; however, no time has been allotted in class to work with them. The teacher may choose to adjust here however to make room for vocabulary study in class with or without the answer key. We encourage you to make vocabulary building your personal business. Learning new words and integrating them into your active vocabulary is essential for advanced-level English. You have been meeting this challenge (or not) for your mother tongue; needless to say the challenge is no less for a second or a third language. Your commitment to continually integrate new vocabulary will contribute to upgrading your level.
Continued, Lesson 1, Step 2

Regarding Objective #4: Eliminating your technical accent


This session, we will continue to insist upon eliminating your technical accent.
As for rhythm and intonation, the requirement is a simple one of experiencing them in a deliberate fashion. Why? Experiencing the different English rhythms and intonations will help you feel how cultural accents are created. For example, what makes the British* sound British and the Americans sound American? What happens to create regional accents? In what way is the Canadian accent different from the American and the British?
When experiencing rhythm and intonation, you need not worry about ending up with a British or an American twist to your English. It would take much more exposure to produce any kind of effect. In the end, we hope you will better understand why you are likely to maintain your French cultural accent all your life, when speaking English. People get used to dealing with cultural accents and they are a fact of life and of business. The biggest problems come from having to understand someone with a technical accent**
* Notice that there is no ‘s’ added to British for the plural.
**Definitions for ‘cultural’ and ‘technical’ accents:

    See ‘Définitions des niveaux’ from the materials for Lesson 1, Step 1.
**Cultural accents are not mispronunciations but they can hinder our 
     comprehension when our ear is not accustomed to them.

Materials needed:

· Verb Chart Answer Key

· Verb Combinations and No-nos.

· Litany of Prepositions
· Visual Chart of Verb Tenses
Procedure:
Discuss the following:
1. Go over the ‘objectives’ for Step 2.

2. 
This session’s objectives are:


a) Integration of the ‘English Way of Thinking’

b) Speed in interpretation
c) Vocabulary development, along with 
d) rhythm and intonation
3. At home, review the materials provided for Step 2.
	STEP 3
	Homework this session / Rhythm and Intonation


Procedure:
Most students, at this stage, have their technical accent under control. They are now ready to reestablish a faster pace when speaking and reading. They are also ready to experience the differences in rhythm and intonation between French and English.

Some students are still not ready. The corrector will be the judge. Should the technical accent continue to be dominant, the corrector will insist that the participants continue to read slowly.
Handouts:

You will receive the following in class:

(   Series of guide tapes or CDs



(   Rhythm and Intonation reading materials have been included in 



     your lesson materials. You are expected to return the recordings at
  the end of the session. Do sign out your tapes or CDs and
  remember to sign them back in when you return them at the end of 
  the session.
· The Vocabulary Answer Keys related to the reading material have

     been gathered in a separate pocket on the website. Do print them.

     You will be needing them.
Weekly procedure:
1.
TAPES or CDs
Each recording has a) a series of quotes, b) a short text and 


c) an intonation exercise. All three (a) (b) and (c) are produced                in 3 versions, first with a Canadian accent, then with an       American accent and followed by a British accent.


( These 3 versions are simply guides and sources of observation of the differences in rhythm and intonation linked to cultural accents. 

The participant is encouraged to choose a short segment each week from the reading material to listen to, all the while comparing the effect the 3 cultural accents have on the same words.

( Another productive exercise is to choose a short segment of the weekly reading and to read along aloud keeping same time and pace as the recording. Use a pencil and parentheses to group the words according to the narrator. Work with the cultural accent that pleases you most. Repeat this exercise 2 or 3 times, the first week; proceed with another short segment the following week and note how you gradually are able to improve your ability to mimic this particular rhythm and pace. This exercise shows excellent improvement when kept short and repeated weekly for at least 8 weeks; the results can be astounding. However, you will not develop the cultural accent you are listening to. It would take much more to do so.
Continued, Lesson 1, Step 3

( Vocabulary sheets have been provided for your convenience. Do make full use of them. Choose at least one or two new words weekly and make it a point to deliberately use them when you speak and write. Otherwise these words will only become part of your passive vocabulary; your active vocabulary base will remain poor.


2.
Homework to be handed in WEEKLY  

· You must hand in a total of 10 readings on tape this session.

· Use the Vocabulary Answer Keys to fully understand your reading material.
· Remember that your objective is to improve your rhythm and pace throughout the session.

· A Corrector’s Control Sheet has been included with your materials at each lesson. Fill it out weekly and include it with your recording and text when you hand in your homework.



Each week you must include the following on your homework tape:

· the quotes

· the text

· the intonation exercise
· Make a photocopy of what you have read. Clearly indicate on what side of the cassette you have recorded it. Do write your name on all three: the cassette, the text read and on the ‘Corrector’s Control Sheet’. 
3. In class, look over the ‘Introduction guide’ to Exercises in Rhythm and Intonation. Identify the recording materials for your 1st reading on tape, due at Lesson 2.














Homework in view of Lesson 2:





Review your Verb Tense Chart & ‘Litany’ of Prepositions: test at Lesson 2. Use the materials provided at Lesson 1, Step 2.


Prepare for Lesson 2 by reading the lesson plan.


Record reading #1, to be handed in next week. Follow the instructions in Lesson 1, Step 3.


Always carry a cassette with you when you come to class. You can expect to record at least 4 ‘Special Tapes in class during the session. Do come prepared. We will be recording ‘Special Tape #1’ at Lesson 2. You may prepare for it if you wish.








Important
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