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Welcome to the DL Method!

You need to know that the DL Method id NOT a ‘conversation course’. Of course the method aims at developing your ability to speak English fluently. However, conversation in class is not the principal means we promote to take you there. Years of experience in the world of enterprise and industry have led us to establish the ‘English way of thinking’ as the basis for the DL Method. Though conversing is certainly a useful tool for learning English, it does little to ensure quality of speech. In business, you need to sound professional. That’s precisely what the DL Method has been designed to do: make YOU sound professional.

Your teachers are highly qualified and competent and are duly assisted by correctors who have your progress at heart. Do make the best of it.

We wish you a very happy and productive session.
Denise Larose, Les Entreprises DL

Elizabeth Burton, Les Entreprises Linguistiques EB

Jeems von Platen, CBJT Communicators inc. 
INTERMEDIATE III
The DL Method
LESSON 1

	
	OUTLINE
	Time allotted

	STEP 1
	General Objectives
	  20 minutes

	STEP 2
	Specific Objectives for this session 
	20 minutes

	STEP 3
	Student Materials for the session 
	15 minutes

	STEP 4 
	This Session’s Homework
	15 minutes

	STEP 5
	Aural Perception
	20 minutes

	STEP 6
	Preparing your 1st reading on tape
	30 minutes


	STEP 1
	General Objectives


General Objectives:

1.
To speak, words are essential. We must increase vocabulary 

significantly through word study and memorization.

2. Grammar and syntax: 

We must create proper automatisms for syntax and grammar, using drill exercises. Remember that practice makes perfect.

3. Aural Perception: 

It is true that listening to TV and radio can help develop your aural perception of English as well as your understanding of it. Do watch and listen to at least one program per week. Plan that program today and fit it into your schedule right this week. You need to include English in your lifestyle weekly.
4. Oral Practice:

However, note that listening to English will not make you bilingual. You must force yourself to speak English every chance you get. Also, reading English will develop your vocabulary much more than watching TV or movies will.

In class, concentrate on studying and memorizing proper grammar and sentence structures. Notice the differences between French and English. You need to develop your ability to maintain English conversation without falling back on French. (Stronger groups need to speak without waltzing.)

Continued, Step 1, 5/Pronunciation
5. Pronunciation:
Speaking is one thing; making yourself understood is another. Often, people don’t understand you because you have mispronounced one or several words. It is unlikely a lack of cooperation on their part; it is more a reaction of surprise and confusion to words they do not recognize. At the Intermediate levels, we aim at substantially limiting the confusion created by mispronunciation.
On average, how long does it take to move from one level to the next?

On average,
from Beginner to Intermediate I   

· 1 or 2 consecutive sessions
or

      never/quit (emotional investment required is too high)

from Intermediate I to Intermediate II
· 3 consecutive* sessions

· When the sessions are not consecutive, it takes longer.
from Intermediate II to Intermediate III
· 4 consecutive* sessions

from Intermediate III to Advanced
· 3 consecutive* sessions 
	STEP 2
	Specific objectives for this session


Specific Objectives:

1. Vocabulary we need to speak
a) General Vocabulary regarding

i) Difficult words to recognize and pronounce
ii) reading material for homework
b) Work-related vocabulary in lign with general Human Resource terminology and general business vocabulary
2. Grammar and Syntax:

a) Basic verb tenses and the ‘English way of thinking’

i) Simple Present versus Present Continuous

ii) Simple Past

iii) Past Continuous

b) The use of the / the 
c) Count and non-count nouns

d) Much versus Many etc.
3. Oral Practice:


We will provide opportunities to talk English in class; the teacher will observe 
and test each participant’s ability to integrate this session’s specific objectives 
into conversation, as well as this level’s general objectives. Oral practice is 
meant to considerably improve the participant’s ability to sustain continued 
conversation in English, without using French as a back-up. Remember 
however, that your objective is to speak English outside of class; take every 
opportunity to do so.
Note: The differences between Intermediate I and II: the teacher will draw attention here, the most important difference being that the Inter II no longer  needs ideal conditions to speak English but accepts the discomfort that comes with speaking a new language. Between Inter II and Inter III is the emergence of control and quality.

What slows learning most is not integrating the new language into your lifestyle.
	STEP 3
	Student Materials for the session


1. Use our website to print your material for the course: www.deniselarose.com
When you received a confirmation of your registration to English class, you were informed which program to print:



Intermediate I, Program I

Continued, Step 3, 
Before you come to class, you will need to consult the website and to print your own lesson plan and materials required for the lesson in class. The teacher will not hand out the exercise sheets to you in class. Remember: you must print your own.

We suggest that you print the twelve (12) lesson plans, as well as the accompanying exercises. You will need these in class during the lessons; so, be sure to print your material ahead of time and put it into a binder.

Note to the teacher: Do take a moment to check out how participants have assembled their material in their binders. This will save much frustration and time wasted searching later in class. This is indeed a positive time investment. Lessons 1 to 6 have been designed so as to set the standards for many sessions to come. It is the teacher’s role to ensure that the proper learning conditions are in place.
2. To do your homework weekly, you will need a tape recorder and some cassettes to record. You will need 2 regular audio cassettes (no mini cassettes will be accepted) to record one reading per week at home. Also, you will need 2 extra cassettes for ‘special tape’ recordings in class. (Explanation about how to use these materials will be given later.)

	STEP 4
	This session’s homework:
Book II / ‘ED’ sounds / Film I
For stronger groups: Book III


Objectives:
1.
The homework gives you the opportunity to achieve 3 things:

a) add new words to your vocabulary

To express yourself, you will need words for both formal and informal, business and social conversation. You have years of vocabulary building ahead of you. Let’s begin now.

b) Adjust your pronunciation so that people understand you easily. To do so, you will need to adjust the sounds you hear. Until you hear it right, you will have difficulty pronouncing it correctly.

c) Observe sentence structures, and ‘The English way of thinking’ in order to imitate them.

Continued, Step 4

Materials needed:
· Book II, texts, and CDs, will be distributed in class by the teacher at 

Lesson 1.

· ‘ED’ Sounds (CD and exercise sheets) will be distributed at Lesson 6.     .

· The script for the film ‘Film I’ appears on the Website in the

appropriate lesson.

· For the stronger groups or participants: Book III (CD and 
text) will be handed out at Lesson 1.

Procedure:

1. Look over the materials in class. Discuss how best to use them in order to maximize learning momentum.

2. All participants will record a total of 10 readings during the session. Reading no. 1 is due at Lesson 2; then, another one will be due every week after that. Please use new cassettes at the beginning of each session for better quality sound. Specific instructions for recording are provided at Step 6 of this lesson.
3. This session you will record the readings as follows:

· Due at Lesson 2: Reading #1, Chapter 1 (from Book II or The 
Book III)

· Due at Lesson 3: Reading #2, Chapter 2

· Due at Lesson 4: Reading #3, Chapter 3
· Due at Lesson 5: Reading #4, Film I, p.1
· Due at Lesson 6: Reading #5, Film I, p.2
· Due at Lesson 7: Reading #6, ‘ED’ sounds
· Due at Lesson 8: Reading #7, Chapter 7
· Due at Lesson 9: Reading #8, Chapter 8
· Due at Lesson 10: Reading #9, Chapter 9
· Due at Lesson 11: Reading #10, Chapter 10
	STEP 5
	Aural Perception


Objective: 
In order to fully understand a message, especially on the telephone, you must hear it in detail. ‘Aural’ perception exercises help you develop your ability to hear it all. As a result, you will improve your pronunciation.
Material needed:

· teacher’s CD for Book II or Book III
· large CD player
Continued, Step 5

Procedure:

Introduction to aural perception

a) What is aural perception? It refers to the sounds that we hear or don’t hear.

b) In French, we omit approximately 90% of last consonants of words when we speak.

Example: ‘compétent’


      We do not voice the ‘n’ nor the ‘t’. The mouth remains open and thus the

      word is complete.

c) In English, we pronounce approximately 90% of last consonants of words when we speak.

Example: ‘competent’

      We must pronounce both the ‘n’ and the ‘t’.


      Francophones tend not to pronounce all the last consonants because of the

      automatisms developed for speaking French.

Example: competen

                   
      versus


   
    competent

By eliminating last consonants when we speak, we create holes in the sentence which confuses the anglophone.

d) Because of this automatism of omitting last consonants of words, Francophones also experience aural perception problems when listening to anglophones. The francophone ear tends to turn off, or shut down, or stop listening a fraction of a second too soon. As a result, Francophones often simply do not perceive those last consonants pronounced by anglos.

e) How does this affect what we understand? 

i) For many words, there is little impact.


Example: For the word ‘competent’, I will probably understand 

    it well even if I don’t pronounce the ‘t’ because that’s 

    how it is pronounced in French.

ii) However, because English verb tenses count on last consonants to signal a change, the impact is major when we don’t pronounce or hear the last consonant.


Example: I said versus I say



    - When I don’t hear or say the ‘d’ in ‘I said’, it 


     produces a difference of interpretation between past 

     and present.

f) How often does this happen?

i) Of course, some francophones have observed this difference between French and English, and do well in pronouncing last consonants when speaking English. They also hear them easily.
Continued, Step 5

ii) Many Francophones unknowingly experience this problem from 20 to 60 % of the time.

- If you omit 20 to 35% of last consonants of words when speaking, anglophones are forced to finish the words in their mind as you speak. Non Quebeckers would probably ask you to repeat.

- If you omit 40 to 60 % of last consonants of words when speaking, you can imagine that English Quebeckers will probably ask you to repeat and non Quebeckers likely won’t understand you at all.

- Apply those percentages to the francphone’s problem of not perceiving last consonants and you will realize that many understand globally what is said, but certainly don’t understand a detailed message.

- Francophones have aural perception problems with ‘h’ and ‘th’ as well. The letters ‘r’ and ‘v’ are also difficult.

g) What can we do about it?

i) Regular aural perception exercises will greatly improve your ability to
    hear all English sounds:

                     

- last consonants, in general

                     

- more specifically ‘s’ at the end of words


         

- ‘h’ and ‘th’ sounds




- ‘r’ and ‘v’ sounds

ii) In class, we will show you how to do aural perception exercises.

· We will encourage you to repeat this type of exercise at home.

iii) At home, you are going to use your CDs to listen to the text that you will record for homework.

· Listening before recording will help you to adjust your pronunciation.

Important: The teacher’s role is to supply the tools, set the standards and facilitate the learning process. Only you, the participant, can learn and integrate. The teacher will be your witness to reflect your degree of learning. It is unlikely there will be time for a demonstration of an aural perception exercise at Lesson 1: the 1st one has been planned for Lesson 2.

	STEP 6
	Preparing your 1st reading on tape


How does it work?
· Every week, for homework, you will need to record a specific text on a
regular audio tape.

· A corrector will listen to your reading and correct your mispronunciations.
The corrector will use a highlighter pen to mark all your mispronunciations.

· Then, the corrector will record the correct pronunciation directly on your tape, 
immediately following your reading.

· Specific objectives and some visual corrections will be written on a control
sheet for visual learners. (See the blank control sheet.)

· Our corrector is your personal guide for the session and will talk to you and
make suggestions to help you improve.

· Make the best of it by listening to your corrector and practicing your


corrections weekly before recording your next reading. It’s like having your 

very own ‘tutor’!
Materials needed to do your homework:

· a blank copy of a control sheet

· a tape recorder

· a regular audio tape

· mini recorders and mini cassettes will NOT be accepted. No exceptions can be

made.

· your CD and text of Book II or Book III
A.
 Procedure at home:
      1. 
Check the homework box  from the lesson plan to see which text you need to
             record this week for homework.

2. Use your CD to listen to the text.

a) First, listen for content.

· You can follow the reading with the text in hand; this helps you
notice the details:

sentence structures, pronunciation of specific words and aural
perception of sounds such as last consonants, ‘h’ and ‘th’.

· You can choose to listen without the text; this helps you to
verify if you are able to understand a message globally.

· You can go back to check how a specific word is pronounced.
Continued, Step 6, 2 b
b) Secondly; prepare to record your reading.

Remember to 

· pronounce all last consonants of words

· pronounce ‘h’

· soften ‘th’

· read slowly

· talk to your corrector; the corrector is your private teacher!
c) Thirdly, rewind your cassette and prepare a copy of your reading to give to your teacher in class. Please don’t wait to do this in class; do it before class.

3. ALWAYS
· Write your name on your cassette and on your text.

· Rewind your tape to the beginning of your reading

· Clearly write on which side of the cassette you have recorded
your reading so the corrector can find it rapidly.

· Follow the instructions in the homework box.
NEVER
· When you are late producing your homework, never record two
readings one after the other on the same side of the cassette; the teacher will explain why.

· When you are late producing your homework, never record
more than 2 readings at a time to catch up; the teacher will explain why.
B. Procedure in class at Lesson 1

      1. First, go over ‘procedure at home’ all together in class.

2. Then, listen to Book II, Introduction together in class. (For stronger

    groups, use: Introduction, Book III.)

· Discuss how much you have understood.

· Define key words.

Whenever possible, go over the homework box in class.







Homework in view of Lesson 2:





Record your reading #1 (see Lesson 1 Step 6.)


- Book II: Listen to and record Chapters 1 and 2


- Book III: Listen to Chapter 1 Record pp. 1, 2, 3, 4 to “Sorelli was   


  very pale…she said.”


- Follow the instructions at Step 6A - Procedure at home. 


	Remember to photocopy what you have read and to rewind your cassette.


Prepare for Lesson #2 by reading the lesson plan.


Always bring your reading material to class:


	Only the text (hardcopy) is necessary in class. The CD is not required; the teacher   	has a copy of it for class.
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