Prepositions: Supplementary EXERCISE 1
ANSWER KEY

Prepositions: at, in, to, into, on, from

Choose from the above: Sometimes, there are a number of possibilities. Justify your answers.

1. The lights went out in/on the house.

                                     in-inside

                                     on-meaning outside/on the outside walls of the house
2. On  your way back, could you stop at_____ the convenience store to¹ buy a loaf 
on-refers to road = surface           at-specific place or stop in (refers to the inside 

                                                                                                  of the store)
of bread?

3. This weekend, I’ll be going ​​​​​​to the amusement park with my children.

                                                   going to – implies movement

4. What do you prefer: staying home² or going to      the restaurant for dinner?

                                             activity                  implies movement

5. He wants to move the piano from    the basement to     the living room.

                                                     or: to the basement       or: from the living room

                                                                                           ‘to’ can be replaced by ‘into’

6. How can I get to    the post office? The shortest way is: turn to    the left 
                                                                      
implies movement

at       the intersection and then, to     the right     at/on         Mill Road.


at-specific place                        verb ‘turn’       at Mill Road-specific road

                                                                                      on Mill Road-implies a surface





             - implies movement
¹Notice that ‘to’ introduces the infinitive here. It does not imply movement.
²Common Francophone mistake: staying at home (à la maison). ‘at’ is used with ‘home’ only when we wish to emphasize the place. When referring to an activity, omit the 
preposition.
Supplementary EXERCISE 2
ANSWER KEY

Prepositions: at, in, on

Use at, in or on. Be sure you can back up your choices. Sometimes more than one choice is possible.

1. I live at      62, High Street.

                     at-specific address

2. It’s at       half mile from here.

                  at-specific distance

3. I’ve got a flat (an apartment) on/at          the second floor.

                                                          on-surface

                                                          at- at the 2nd floor: it’s a small building & we come 

                                                          upon the flat right away upon reaching the 2nd floor

4. We’re leaving for New York on              the first plane tomorrow.

                                                                                          has a walking surface*

5. I was in/at     university from 1985 to 1988.

               in- inside the university system
               at- specific place
6. My sister lives on/in George Street.

                                    on- surface

                                    in- within a territory/has limits

7. There’s a word that I don’t understand on        page 25.

                                                                          on- surface

8. It’s on/at/in       line 13.

                  on- surface

                  at- specific place

                  in- container of words

9. I like walking in            the rain.
                                   in- inside a weather condition called ‘rain’

10. She’s arriving on           the next train*.

                                                                has a walking surface*

*We use ‘on’ for a bus, a train, a ship, a plane because they have a walking floor surface. (it’s not the same for a car or small van or truck)

Supplementary EXERCISE 3

Prepositions

ANSWER KEY

Prepositions: to, at, on, in, into, from, onto

Try to identify all the possibilities. Justify your answers.


1. The thief climbed into     the house from     open window.      very different
                                         from                     into                                  situations

2. Generally he goes to/into the convenience store and then, walks to/in the park for 
                                   to/into- movement                                           to- movement

                                                                                                           in- already inside 

                                                                                                                the park

an hour.

3. Every morning I climb on/onto   that bus* at     7:30 a.m.

                                                                                at- specific time
4. We walked on          the street and looked at/into     all the shop windows.

                               on-surface                               at- specific place

                                                                               into- from the outside to the inside

5. Wait for us on/at    the corner of 36th Street.

                              on- surface

                              at- specific place

6. He walked quickly to/from    the door.

                                          to- movement

                                          from- door as a starting point

7. He arrived at    five o’clock ____in    a taxi.

                             at- specific time    inside a container (taxi)

8. The wind blew the papers from    the desk.

                                                     starting point

9. He sat down at    the table and wrote      into   his notebook.

                                at- specific place              implies movement
                                                                        his notebook: a container
10. The book was on     the desk before I put it into    the drawer.
                             on- surface                            into- movement

                                                                           drawer- container

Continued, Exercise 3
11. She was standing at    the window when I arrived.

                                        at- specific place 

12. The Rocky Mountains are West¹ of the Mississippi River. Our cottage is                                      

on___  the banks of the Mississippi, a few miles from   a tiny village.
on- surface                                                          from- a starting point
¹Avoid using prepositions before cardinal points.
*We use ‘on’ for a bus, a train, a ship, a plane because they have a walking floor surface. (it’s not the same for a car or small van or truck)
Supplementary EXERCISE 4

Prepositions

ANSWER KEY

Beside/Besides – Beside means ’by the side of’; besides means ‘in addition (to)’
With/By - ‘With’ relates to the instrument or means a person employs to do something. The instrument and the doer form a team; they work together.

· ‘By’ relates to the actor or agent producing a change. This actor or 
agent may be a person or object. 
Instructions: Fill in the blanks.

Beside – besides

1. Besides Nellie, three others came to my assistance.

2. Sit beside me for an hour.

3. I have nothing for you besides what you have already received.

4. He was standing beside me when you came into the room.

5. I have no work to do besides this.

With – by

1. The grass was mowed by Ted with a sharp scythe.

2. I wrote the note with a pencil.

3. He entertained us all evening with tales of his travels.

4. America was discovered by Columbus.

5. I was greatly amused by the version of the story told by Evelyn.

6. The picture was painted by a famous artist.
Supplementary EXERCISE 5

Prepositions

ANSWER KEY

Use to, at, on, in, into, from. Be prepared to justify your choices.
1. John said to Jack when he saw him at ___ his door: “Do come in________”¹. Then, Jack walked into_____ the room.


at: specific place; Come in = 2-word verb. It means ‘Enter’. ‘Do come in’ is a way 
of insisting; into: movement from outside to inside.

2. The little boy turned and saw that his little puppy was following him; so he said, “Go ________ home”.


No preposition:


Go home/I’m home, etc. The word ‘home’ does not call for a preposition except if 
a deliberate effort is made to emphasize the place. (See #3) Go home/I’m 
home’/Stay home, etc. refer to an activity, not a specific location.

3. I’ll wait for you here, at__ home.


at: the reference here is to a specific location, not to an activity.

4. The ship is now five kilometres from__________ port.


from: the port is the starting point

5. I deliberately put the letter right into________ his hands.

       into: from outside to inside his hands.

6. Heat changes ice into_____ water.


into:  movement from outside to inside a condition or state.


7. He was sitting in_______ a wheelchair.

      in:  in the English way of thinking, a wheelchair is a container since it has arms.

Continued, Exercise 5

8. Do you usually have dinner at________ home or at/in_________ a restaurant?


at: emphasis on home being a specific place;  at/in: You have a choice of 
prepositions here, depending on which picture you  wish to evoke: a specific place 
or already inside a territory.

9. I usually go __________ home right after work


No preposition:  refers to an activity.  See note at #2

10. Our office is blocks from_____ the station.


from: starting point.

11. We stopped overnight in________ Pittsburgh.


in:  Pittsburgh is a territory.  Note:  at is not possible here because Pittsburgh is 
too large to be evoked as a specific place.

Supplementary EXERCISE 6

Position of Prepositions

Choose from: to, at, on, in, into, from

Recommendation: In everyday conversation, avoid beginning a question with a preposition. Put the preposition at the end of the sentence.

Examples:
What are they looking at? (correct) 



At what are they looking? (incorrect)



What country does he come from? (correct)



From what country does he come? (incorrect)

Choose a preposition to complete the question: then, invert it to form a statement.
1. What country was he born __in___?

Statement: He was born in Canada.

2. Whom do you wish to speak to_____?

I wish to speak to the manager. _________________________

to: There is transmission of information from one person to another, therefore there is movement. 

3. What kind of care are you looking at1/into2______________?

We are looking at!/into2 home care for my mother.

1look at:  A two-word verb meaning to think an option or possible procedure is 
               necessary or desirable.
2look into: A two-word verb meaning to find out and examine the facts relating to 
                  a problem, subject or situation.  
 Neither verbs nor prepositions in two-word verbs evoke their regular meanings.

4. Whom does this book belong to_______?

It belongs to her.

to: The movement involved here is virtual.  Picture the movement involved in a speaker pointing to the book. This is a word partnership in English.

5. Which restaurant do you want to eat at/in __________?

We want to eat at/in the new Japanese restaurant.

at: evokes a specific place.  in: evokes a territory or container.

Continued, Exercise 5

6. Which shop did she buy her dress at/in/from_____?

She bought it at/in/from Mona’s boutique.

at: a specific place/in: already inside/from: a starting point. 

7. Which hotel did he go to/into__________?

He went to/into the Ritz.

to: implies movement; into: implies movement from outside to inside

8. Whom did they sell their house to______?

They sold their house to some people from out of town.

sell to:  here the movement implied has a virtual feeling: it stems from the  transfer of ownership form one person to another.

9. What is the tour guide pointing to___________?

The tour guide is pointing to the ruins.

to: to picture the movement here, see the guide’s arm movement and everyone’s eyes moving as a result.
10. Which room do your have your lesson in____?

We have our lesson in room 7.

in:  a territory, no movement is involved

11. Where did all that dirt come from_____?

It came from the muddy garden; it rained yesterday.

from: a starting point.

12. What are you smiling at______?


I’m smiling at your joke.


at: implies something specific.

Special Use of the Future Tenses

ANSWER KEY

In future tenses, the auxiliary shall is used in the first person and the auxiliary 

will is used in the second and third persons. This is so for all future tenses. It is the rule 

applied across the world, except in North America.

Study these sentences.

1.
      I will never reveal your plans.

2. Shoplifting is a criminal offence. All offenders shall be prosecuted.

3. Delivery shall be on or before June 25th, 2002.

4. We will uphold our promise.

5. You and your partner shall be expected in court tomorrow.

In these sentences, the uses of the auxiliaries shall and will are exactly reversed from that of the general rule. Will is used in the first person and shall is used in the second and third persons. This use of shall and will is called the FUTURE OF PROMISE OR DETERMINATION. The speaker uses it to give a promise or express determination. This is also commonly known as ‘legal talk’ since it is used to draw up contracts.

Recapitulation: We have this rule for the uses of shall and will: for regular future, use shall in the first person and will in the second and third persons. In Canada, we have chosen to follow the American way of doing things which is to disregard this rule; we only use ‘will’ for all personal pronouns. However, all users of English do apply the rules related to ‘legal talk’ to show the Future of Promise or Determination: use will in the first person and shall in the second and third persons.

EXERCISE

State whether the verb shows regular Future meaning or the Future of Promise or Determination; we are applying the rule here the way it is done all over the world, except in North America.

1 I shall probably go. 
Regular meaning as used by the British. Canadians/Americans would say: I will probably go.
2 I will not listen to you. Promise or determination

3 He will treat you well. Regular meaning
4 You shall provide proper care. Promise or determination/legal wording
5 They shall be held responsible. Promise or determination/legal wording
6 I shall try again. 
Regular meaning as used by the British. Canadians/Americans would say: I will try 
again.
7 We shall summon* them to testify. 
Regular meaning as used by the British. Canadians/Americans would say: We will summon them to testify.
8 Their work will please you. Regular meaning
9 We will never yield* to the enemy. Promise or determination

10 They shall not receive help from me. Promise or determination
11 I will aid you in every possible way.  Promise or determination
12 We shall not pass this way again.                                                                              Regular meaning as used by the British. Canadians/Americans would say: We will not 
pass this way again.
13 You will enjoy the concert. Regular meaning
14 The bailiff* shall restrain the defendant. Promise or determination/legal wording

15 You shall remain in custody until the fine* is paid. Promise or determination/legal 
             wording
16 You shall never have my consent. Promise or determination
17 Your employment shall end on Friday. Promise or determination/legal wording
18 I shall be glad to assist you. 
Regular meaning as used by the British. Canadians/Americans would say: I will be glad to assist you.
19 You will know him by his walk.                                                                                       Regular meaning as used by the Canadians/Americans. 

20       I will do it, and nothing shall stop me. Promise or determination

Do you know the meaning of the words highlighted with an asterisk?  If not, be sure to look them up* in the dictionary.

Summon: ____________________________________________________

Bailiff: _____________________________________________________

Yield: _____________________________________________________

Look up (two-word verb): _____________________________________ 
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