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Welcome to the DL Method!

You need to know that the DL Method is NOT a ‘conversation course’. Of course the method aims at developing your ability to speak English fluently. However, conversation in class is not the principal means we promote to take you there. Years of experience in the world of enterprise and industry have led us to establish the ‘English way of thinking’ as the basis for the DL Method. Though conversing is certainly a useful tool for learning English, it does little to ensure quality of speech. In business, you need to sound professional. That’s precisely what the DL Method has been designed to do: make YOU sound professional.

Your teachers are highly qualified and competent and are duly assisted by correctors who have your progress at heart. Do make the best of it.

We wish you a very happy and productive session.
Denise Larose, Les Entreprises DL

Elizabeth Burton, Les Entreprises Linguistiques EB

Jeems von Platen, CBJT Communicators inc. 
DL Teaching Method

Prepositions and Verb Combinations

LESSON 1

	
	OUTLINE
	Time allotted

	STEP 1
	Class Introduction and Initiation
	20 minutes

	STEP 2
	This session’s objectives
	20 minutes

	STEP 3
	This session’s homework
	40 minutes

	Step 4
	Personal Talk #1
	40 minutes


	STEP 1
	Class Introduction and Initiation


Materials needed:


· Définitions des niveaux: 

· Intermédiaire II, III + Anglais écrit

· General Guidelines for Teachers and Students of the Intermediate III level

· Elements that Make up a French-Canadian Technical Accent

· Visual Verb Tense Chart

· Verb Tense Chart Answer Key

· Blank Verb Tense Chart

· Proper Verb Combinations and No-nos

· Litany of  Prepositions

· Instructions for Personal Talk Periods

· Individual Talk Period Log Sheet

· Reading number 1: article on ‘Schmoozing’ (2 pages)

· Corrector’s Control Sheet
Procedure:
1. (05 minutes) Take a moment to acknowledge the written documents connected to Step 1. Participants would be well advised (1) to read all accompanying material on their own. Everything there is to be learned this session must be the object of a joint effort between teacher and participant. BOTH must take on (2) an active role in order to achieve this session’s objectives.

2. (15 minutes) The difference between Intermediate II and Intermediate III 

a) Characteristics of Intermediate II:

· imprecise vocabulary

     Result: The Intermediate II tends to EXPLAIN everything 

            rather than use precise words. Therefore, many


            mistakes are made in the process.

· ‘waltzing’ from one time element (Past/Present/Future) to


another without justification.


Result: The Intermediate II often creates confusion for the

                   listener. This forces the listener to try to validate 

                   the essence of the message. 
Continued, Step 1, Procedure 
· dropping final consonants including ‘s’ and ‘ed’ sounds


Result: The listener counts on last consonants to determine

                   whether you mean singular or plural, as well as 

                   present or past tense. Without the pronunciation of 

                   these last consonants, there is much confusion.

 (1) would be well advised = would clearly benefit from


 (2) take on = accept responsibility for
b) characteristics of Inter III and objectives for this level:

i) Intermediate IIIs are aware of quality language.

       Results: 

· They tend to be more careful when they speak, so as to

     avoid problem areas.

· Because they are careful in speaking, they avoid

     using the more complex verb tenses such as Present

     Perfect, Past Perfect, Future Continuous and Future

     Perfect. However, this hinders (3) their ability to express 

     their ideas clearly, precisely and concisely.

· This often causes Inter IIIs to speak less than Inter IIs.  
     As a result they can be less fluent (4) than the Inter IIs.

Objective for this level regarding complex verb tenses:

Remain aware of quality but force yourself to use the more complex verb tenses. Experimenting and practicing how to use them to express ideas will lead to a higher comfort zone.


ii) Intermediate IIIs have begun to develop more precise active 

    vocabulary.



Results: Their sentences are shorter because

                             they are using (5) the exact words required;

                             therefore, they tend to make fewer errors than 

                             Intermediate IIs.

Objectives for this level regarding vocabulary:

Keep learning new vocabulary and make an effort to use it so that it becomes part of your ACTIVE vocabulary and not only of your PASSIVE vocabulary.

iii) Also, proper pronunciation remains a must in view of quality English. Remember that it is likely that you will keep your cultural accent, which is not a problem as such. Throughout Intermediate III, we will continue to assist you in the total elimination of your technical accent. Do go over the Technical Accent Sheet. Don’t take it for granted that you already know it.

Continued, Step 1, Procedure 
(3) to hinder = hold back, get in the way of, make difficult

(4) fluent = comfortable

(5) Note that ‘are using’, Present Continuous tense, indicates that this situation is a new experience. We hope to turn it into a long-term experience and say: ‘they use’, Simple Present tense.



iv) Intermediate IIIs need to clear up their usage of 15 prepositions 



     they misuse because they apply a French picture or 




     interpretation versus the ‘English Way of Thinking’.




     Result: They misunderstand and misinterpret messages and 



                  create confusion for the English.






Example: 1. He walked in the room.








        versus







    2. He walked into the room.

(Teacher: Go over the possible misinterpretation of number 1 in regards to already being in movement within the room and to movement from the outside to the inside.)

Objectives for this level regarding prepositions:

 Learn to think the English way with regards to these 15 prepositions

 and to correct your speech accordingly, thus avoiding confusion.

(See Litany of Prepositions)

	STEP 2
	This session’s objectives


Materials needed:

·   Visual Verb Tense Chart

· The Verb Tense Chart
· Proper Verb Combinations & No-nos
· Litany of  Prepositions
· Blank verb tense chart
Procedure:
Use Step 1, 2 as a basis to further discuss this session’s objectives.
1. In view of 2 b i and 2 b iv from Step 1 regarding awareness of quality and verb tenses and prepositions:

This session, in order to continue to raise your awareness of quality English you must memorize the pictures or images related to each verb 
tense and to prepositions in accordance with what we call the ‘English 
Way of Thinking’. This session, called Prepositions and Verb Combinations, is about learning the rules of the game; next session will be called Applications of Prepositions and Verb Combinations and it will be your opportunity to integrate what you have learned this session about the ‘English Way of Thinking’. 

Important: Though most of you would prefer to combine the application of ‘Prepositions and Verb Combinations’ with studying the ‘rules of the game’, it will not be so. Do trust the process; our experience has shown, time and time again, that integration (6) occurs more rapidly when memorization of the rules has taken place first. 
(6) integration: meaning comfort and control in applying the concepts that have                        been memorized

Continued Step 2, Procedure

Since each and every one of you is concerned about getting on with (7) your career as soon as you are fully qualified to do so, you will appreciate taking the quickest avenue to reach your goal. We have developed the necessary expertise to get you there in the least amount of time; however, your full participation with the learning process is required, regardless of your personal opinion and/or preferences.  

Still, some application exercises will be provided during the session; the most important being ‘special recordings’ on tape. 

Do your best to apply what you are learning every time you speak English, whether you are speaking in class, recording a special tape or speaking to a client or to a friend. Unless you become preoccupied with applying what you are learning about the ‘English Way of Thinking’, you will observe very little change this session in your ability to communicate clearly, precisely and concisely in English. Your results will be in accordance with your involvement in the learning process.

We wish you a happy and productive session.

2. In view of 2 b ii from Step 1 regarding the development of more precise active vocabulary:


This session, you will be concentrating on developing vocabulary related 
to one of North America’s most popular small-talk (8) topics (9) weather.


Also, two business-related texts will clear up some very important every-
day vocabulary regarding schmoozing and gossiping (so that never again 
will you be heard saying ‘têter’ and ‘mémèrer’ in the middle of an English 
conversation!)

3. Objectives regarding tests this session:


At Lesson 12, you will be tested orally regarding the ‘English Way of 
Thinking’ when using verb tenses and prepositions. You will need to 
memorize: 



a) The Verb Tense Chart



b) Proper Verb Combinations and No-nos.


c) The Litany of Prepositions

d) Active and Passive Voices (exercise found in Materials,    

    Lesson 5)


You will find all three in the materials for Lesson 1, Step 2. These are the 
guidelines you must master to be able to proceed with Applications of 
Prepositions and Verb Combinations next session.

(7) getting on with: 3-word verb that means to progress, to continue a process 

(8) small-talk: (used here as an adjective; can also be used as a noun) means light 

                           conversation that is meant to avoid emotions, politics, religion and

                     business

(9) topics: means subjects
Continued Lesson 1, Step 2

Important: Next week at Lesson 2, you will be asked to demonstrate what you know about verb tense forms and their related pictures. You have studied these at the Inter I and II levels. The objective of this test is to measure what you already know and show you what is still left to master. You will be asked to fill out a blank verb tense chart in about 20 minutes. We have provided a blank verb tense chart for you to practice. (Materials, Lesson 1, Step 2)  We suggest that you make copies to practice as the session goes on. 

	STEP 3
	Homework for this session


Materials needed:

· Corrector’s Control Sheet

· Reading number 1: article on ‘Schmoozing’

Objective and Procedure: 
This session, 10 reading recordings are compulsory so as to ensure the learning of

specific vocabulary about weather and to introduce work on rhythm and intonation. You 

will also continue working on eliminating your technical accent. (See the ‘Technical

Accent Sheet’) Your recordings are to be done using the following material:

· Reading #1: article on “Schmoozing”

· Reading #2: article entitled “Telling Tales at the Office”

Note: No professional CDs/tapes of these two readings will be provided for aural perception purposes.

· Recordings for Readings 3 to 10 inclusively are articles regarding weather 
conditions
Note: Aural Perception CDs/tapes will be provided for this series.
Participants should listen to the tape/CD at least twice before

taping their own version. ANYTHING LESS MAY BE INSUFFICIENT TO 

ENSURE PROGRESS.

Reading procedure for the session:

· Except for Readings 1 and 2, first listen to the recording for general knowledge.

Then, look up unknown vocabulary. Work with the vocabulary sheets to divide the work up with classmates.

· The second time, attempt to read aloud along with the narrator, so as to mimic intonation and rhythm as well as pronunciation.

· Repeated practice may be recommendable to further integrate intonation and rhythm; however, this is not compulsory.

· Your recording of the reading should be handed in along with a photocopy of the text. Do write your name on your sheets; the correctors must account for all readings on an individual basis. 
(10) goes on: a 2-word verb that means ‘to continue’

Continued Step 3, Procedure

When handing in your homework, you need 4 things: 
1- your recording on tape with your name on it;

2- a copy of what you have read with your name on it and an indication on which side of the cassette this reading has been taped;

3- the control sheet for the corrector (this is a new procedure);

4- to sign in your homework.

	STEP 4
	Personal Talk #1


Objective:
Let’s kick off the session by what we already know. Tell a story that is 

completely over. Attempt to use Past Perfect or Past Perfect Continuous, Simple Past and Past Continuous.

Materials needed:

· You may use our Verb Tense Charts and Time Line
· A timer

· Individual Talk Period Log Sheet
Procedure:

1. There is no time to prepare at this time. The teacher will name or invite a first speaker.

2. While the first speaker moves away from the group to tell a story, the other participants may choose either to prepare their own story or simply discuss amongst themselves in English.

3. Use a timer. The teacher will time each personal talk (5 minutes only) as well as the feedback (2 minutes only). The log sheet is your witness or ‘snap shot’ of each personal talk.
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Homework in view of Lesson 2:


Prepare your reading. Take this opportunity to learn precise vocabulary. Remember to highlight any new words that are giving you trouble. Memorize the 7 synonyms for ‘schmoozing’. Decide which one(s) you intend to integrate into your ACTIVE vocabulary. Promise yourself NEVER AGAIN to insert the word ‘têteux’ in an English sentence. Use the appropriate English word, according to the circumstances.


Record reading #1 “Schmoozing”. Prepare to hand it in to your teacher at Lesson 2 as such: 


Write your name on the written copy; the corrector will need it to mark your mispronunciations.


Also on the written copy, write whether you recorded on Side A or B.


Write your name on the cassette.


Be sure to rewind your tape to the beginning of the reading.


Prepare to hand in the Corrector’s Control Sheet by writing your name and the reading number (1 to 10). 


We recommend that you go over the materials from Lesson 1. It’s important that you become familiar with them and know where to find them. You will be using these a lot during the session.


Prepare for Lesson 2 by reading the lesson plan.


Review the Verb Tense Chart. You will need to demonstrate what you know at Lesson 2. (You have a blank verb tense chart in your materials to practice.)


For the next ‘Personal Talk’ period at Lesson #___, first speaker will be ______________________. 


                                       Name 


Do come prepared. Use the support materials from Materials Lesson 1.
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