La méthode DL

DÉFINITIONS DES NIVEAUX
INTERMÉDIAIRE II (scores 41 à 50)
1. Les caractéristiques

· connaît suffisamment de vocabulaire de base pour s’exprimer en tout temps en anglais; ce qui caractérise maintenant ce vocabulaire, c’est qu’il est imprécis et il faut donc beaucoup de mots pour exprimer une pensée ou rendre un message. 

· connaît suffisamment de syntaxe et de grammaire pour toujours se faire comprendre et comprendre l’autre, même si les erreurs d’application et d’interprétation demeurent fréquentes, nombreuses et importantes; tout de même, l’essentiel de la communication est donné et reçu et non pas nécessairement le détail.

· la confiance en sa capacité de communiquer un message est telle qu’il n’hésite plus à le faire, chaque fois que cela est nécessaire.

· sa perception auditive des sons anglais est plus détendue et étendue mais le détail lui échappe encore.

2. Ce qu’il (elle) doit faire pour atteindre le niveau « intermédiaire III » :

· doit s’exposer régulièrement et méthodiquement à l’anglais.

· doit travailler à réduire considérablement le nombre d’erreurs d’application de grammaire et de syntaxe à l’oral et à l’écrit. Il s’agit d’éliminer toutes les erreurs d’application autres qu’avec les prépositions, les temps de verbes les plus complexes (Present Perfect, Past Perfect, etc.), les pronoms nommés ‘reflexive’ et les conjonctions (notions qui sont enseignées mais qui ne sont pas maîtrisées;)

· doit augmenter considérablement le vocabulaire. Cette fois, il s’agit de développer un vocabulaire actif¹ précis.
· doit viser la précision dans sa prononciation afin d’éviter ou éliminer la fossilisation;
· doit préciser sa perception auditive des sons afin d’aider à l’élimination de la fossilisation² et afin de maximiser sa perception du détail d’une communication; doit hausser la conscience qu’il a du détail et des différences qui existent entre ‘penser en français’ et ‘penser en anglais’.
· doit être en mesure de maintenir et participer activement à une communication en anglais peu importe les circonstances et la durée de la communication.

Vocabulaire actif : vocabulaire utilisé pour s’exprimer versus le «vocabulaire                             passif» qui est l’ensemble des mots que l’on sait reconnaître et comprendre sans toutefois qu’ils fassent partie du «vocabulaire actif».

² Fossilisation : erreurs imprégnées dans la langue à cause du temps relié à l’apprentissage et à cause des erreurs d’application et  de prononciation non corrigées à travers les années.
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DÉFINITIONS DES NIVEAUX

Intermédiaire III : (score : 51 à 60)

1. Les caractéristiques mesurables ¹ et ce qu’il faut faire pour atteindre le niveau « avancé » :

s’exprime avec précision ; c’est-à-dire, le vocabulaire, la grammaire et la syntaxe sont appropriés sauf pour les éléments suivants :

a) les prépositions to , at, on, onto, in, into, from, beside, besides, between, among, about, opposite, across. Les notions furent étudiées aux niveaux précédents ; il reste à les maîtriser parfaitement à l’oral comme à l’écrit.

b) les temps de verbes plus complexes autres que « Simple Present, Present Continuous, Simple Past et Simple Future » et la syntaxe reliée à ces temps de verbes (proper verb combinations) ;

c) les pronoms conjonctifs et leur rôle dans la phrase; (who, whom, which, etc.)

d) les pronoms que l’on nomme « reflexive » ; (myself, yourself, himself…)

e) l’apprentissage de 120 « 2-3 word verbs », parmi les plus utilisés de la langue anglaise.

¹Les caractéristiques non mesurables n’apparaissent pas ici.
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L’ ANGLAIS ÉCRIT :

DÉBUTANT :

11 fautes et plus sur ¾ de page / environ 160 mots.

INTERMÉDIAIRE :
4 à 10 fautes sur ¾ de page / environ 160 mots.

AVANCÉ : 

3 fautes et moins sur ¾ de page / environ 160 mots.

Lesson 1, Step 1

General Guidelines for Teachers & Students of the Intermediate III level

1. If the participant has never followed a session with this method, a prerequisite before Prepositions and Verb Combinations should be Program I (8 weeks to 12 weeks). This is an initiation program to the ‘English Way of Thinking’. Also, it helps establish the standards regarding homework and sets goals in regards to correcting technical accent. 

2. For students who have been initiated to the method, there are 3 sessions at the Intermediate III level. It is best to proceed in the order that follows:  

a) Session #1: Prepositions and Verb Combinations                                       (12 weeks x 2 hrs/week; 10 readings on tape; 4 Special Tapes. 

b) Session #2: Applications of Prepositions and Verb Combinations                 (12 weeks x 2 hrs/week; 10 readings on tape; 4 Special Tapes in class + possibly 2 Special Tapes at home.)
c) Session #3: 2-3 Word Verbs                                                                               (12 weeks x 2 hrs/week; 12 readings on tape; 12 Special Tapes; 12 writing assignments.
d) For those who are not yet fully under control to be considered Advanced, there is a possible 4th session called Conversation or Writing for Integration: This 12-week session in not mandatory for all. It aims at the following types of participants:

i) 
those participants who have not yet demonstrated the ability to 
apply appropriate verb tenses and prepositions, according to the 
‘English Way of Thinking’;

ii)   
 heavily-fossilized speakers;

iii) borderline – advanced speakers, who risk slipping back to 


Intermediate III level if they don’t raise their awareness and if they 
don’t fully integrate their application of verb tenses and 
prepositions, in accordance with the ‘English Way of Thinking’.

iv)
for participants of Intermediate III level courses who are on a 
waiting list in view of a particular session or course. This allows 
them to maintain their level in the meantime.

3. Where does this lead to?


After following these first three sessions, most people can be considered to be 
early Advanced. Some need the extra support provided by the 4th session, 
Conversation or Writing for Integration.

4. General remarks regarding: 

a) Prepositions and Verb Combinations:

This session is very technical and thus requires much study and memory work. It can be compared to learning addition or multiplication tables: once you understand the concepts behind the data, you must memorize them or be forever condemned to counting on your fingers. We do 
little conversation as such during this session. 

b) Applications of Prepositions and Verb Combinations: 

This session is mostly one of integration. It is focused on developing proper automatisms and speed in applying the ‘English Way of Thinking’, when speaking and writing English. Practicing the drill exercises may need to be done at home as well as in class. Those participants who rely only on what they do in class and who neglect to practice at home may not achieve the goals set for this session.

c) 2-3 Word Verbs or Phrasal Verbs: 
This session aims at developing essential specific vocabulary. It combines memorization, as well as application for integration, both orally and in writing. Once again memorization is likely to be insufficient in class and should be compensated for at home, on a weekly basis. Consistency in studying weekly is the secret here: every week ten new verbs are introduced for a total of 120 at the end of the session. Studying in spurts or simply waiting to study for the test is unlikely to give satisfactory results.

5. Materials required by the participant during the session:

a) If possible, print your 12 lessons and materials ahead of time and put them into a binder. You may need to refer to materials from previous lessons.

b) You will need a tape recorder for regular audio cassettes to tape your homework at home, as well as 4 or 5 cassettes. Please use cassettes that have been cleaned of previous recording or music, for better sound.

c) When recording Special Tapes in class, recorders will be provided, though of course you are free to use your own if you prefer to do so. Of the 4 or 5 cassettes (mentioned in 6b), keep 1 available with you when you come to class weekly, for Special Tape recordings.

d) For Personal Talk Periods and preparation, we encourage you to use the suggested scenarios. These are devised to apply what you have learned. (See Materials, Lesson 1)

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ELEMENTS THAT MAKE UP A FRENCH-CANADIAN TECHNICAL ACCENT

Note: The elements that make up a French-Canadian technical accent may be totally eliminated because they are simply mispronunciations. What is then left is the cultural accent which is not a mispronunciation. Everyone has a cultural accent and that’s O.K.

	Accent
	80% technical (mispronunciations)

	
	20% cultural


	
	Technical Accent
	
	How to correct it

	1
	leaving out last consonants of words, including “S” and “ED”.
	1
	Pronounce all last consonants of words, including “S” and “ED” sounds.

	2
	opening too widely on the “a”.
	2
	Close up on “a” = â sound not à

	3 
	leaving out “h” and hardening “th” sounds
	3.a
	Let air out of your mouth when pronouncing “h” sounds.

	
	
	3.b
	Do not pronounce the “h” for the following words: hour, honour, honesty, heir, heiress.

	
	
	3.c
	“th” is pronounced by placing the tongue between the teeth. It helps to soften your jaw (mouth) and to lower the head while speaking softly.

	4
	rolling over the “r”.
	4
	slide over the “r”.

	5
	too much emphasis on words ending with

( er

( ing

( thing

( body

	5
	shift the emphasis away from :

 ( er
 ( ing

 ( thing

 ( body



	6
	pronunciation of words ending with “tion” and “sion”.
	6
	put emphasis on the syllable preceding “tion” or “sion”.

	7
	emphasis on object-pronouns

e.g. 
My mother told me.

You can’t get away with it.

	7
	Object-pronouns should not be emphasized; instead shift emphasis onto the word preceding the object-pronoun, or on any word other than the object pronoun, in accordance with the meaning you wish to evoke.

E.g.
My mother told me.


My mother told me.


My mother told me.


Verb Tense Chart

	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The pictures they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	1. Simple Present
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	2. Present Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	3. Simple Past
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	4. Past Continuous

	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	5. Present Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


Verb Tense Chart

	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The picture they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	6. Present Perfect       Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	7. Past Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	8. Past Perfect 

Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	9. Simple Future
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	10. Future Intent
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	“Going to”
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	I am going to go to the movies.

I am going to rob a bank.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	This movie is going to be seen by many people.

The bank is going to be robbed.

____________________________________________________________________________________




Verb Tense Chart
	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The picture they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	11. Future Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	12. Future Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	13. Future Perfect Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________




VISUAL CHART OF VERB TENSES

	Simple Present

[image: image2.wmf]
xxxxxxxxxx

Tom studies every day.
	Present Progressive


                   XXX

Tom is studying Chapter One.
	Present Perfect


            X      X


Tom has studied Chapter One for two hours. 
	Present Perfect Progressive


            X     X


Tom has been studying since two o’clock.

	Simple Past


             X

Tom studied last night.
	Past Progressive

            
            X

            X

            X

Tom was studying when they came.


	Past Perfect


    XXXXXX    

Tom had already studied Chapter One before he began studying Chapters Two, Three and Four.
	Past Perfect Progressive


    XXXXXX
Tom had been studying for two hours before his friends came and wanted to party.

	Simple Future


                            X

Tom will study tomorrow.
	Future Progressive


                               X 

                               X

                               X

Tom will be studying when you come.
	Future Perfect


                           X       X

       

Tom will already have studied Chapter Four before he studies Chapter Five.                    
	Future Perfect Progressive


                           X       X

   

Tom will have been studying for two hours by the time his roommate gets home.                        


VERB TENSE CHART / ANSWER KEY

	Verb tenses
	The pictures they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	1- Simple Present
	A wide picture in time / a long-term situation / includes past, present & future
	The technician repairs machines.
	Machines are repaired by the technician.

	2- Present Continuous

               or

        Progressive
	A narrow picture in time/a short-term situation / includes a bit of past, mostly present, a bit of future
	The technician is repairing a machine.
	A machine is being repaired by the technician.

	3- Simple Past
	It’s over! It’s a fact, or detail

(time element: only past)
	The technician repaired the machine.
	The machine was repaired by the technician.

	4- Past Continuous

               or

        Progressive
	It implies simultaneousness.

(time element: only past)
	The technician was repairing the machine when the customer arrived.
	When the customer arrived, the machine was being repaired by the technician.

	5- Present Perfect


   (includes 2 time  

   elements: past & 

   present)
	When used alone it implies an ongoing ‘situation’ (vs ‘action’);

 that is, a situation that has begun in the past and is still true now. 

When used with another verb, it implies a situation from the past that still has impact/consequence in the present.
	The technician has repaired the machine.

       ______________       

The technician has repaired the machine and it’s working well.


	The machine has been repaired.

       ______________
The machine has been repaired and it’s working well.

	6- Present Perfect 

    Continuous
	Same as # 5 with an added impression of activity/movement.

# 5 & # 6 involve personality and style.
	The technician has been repairing the machine.

        ______________

The technician has been repairing the machine and it’s working well.
	The machine has been being repaired.

        ______________

The machine has been being repaired and it’s working well.

	7- Past Perfect
	Introduces a story or it is the 1st action of a sequence of events that is explicit or not.

(time element: past only)
	The technician had repaired the machine; then, an explosion occurred that injured five people…
	The machine had been repaired; then, an explosion occurred that injured five people…

	8- Past Perfect 

    Continuous
	Same as # 7 with an added impression of activity/movement.

#7 & #8 involve personality and style.
	The technician had been repairing the machine; then, an explosion occurred that injured five people…
	The machine had been being repaired; then, an explosion occurred that injured five people…

	9- Simple Future
	A projection into the future / a fact or near-fact in the future.

More decisive than “going to”.
	The technician will repair the machine.
	The machine will be repaired.

	10- “Going To”                   Future Intent 
	Plan, intention, anticipation
	The technician is going to repair the machine.
	The machine is going to be repaired.

	11-  Future Continuous
	Implies simultaneousness in the future.
	The technician will be repairing the machine when the shop closes for the holidays.
	The machine will be being repaired by the technician while you work on something else.

	12- Future Perfect
	Implies future actions or situations, one beginning before the other. (sequence)
	The technician will have repaired the machine by the time the night shift begins.
	The machine will have been repaired by Friday.

	13- Future Perfect 

      Continuous
	Same as # 12 with an added impression of activity/movement.
	The technician will have been repairing the machine by the time the night shift begins.
	The machine will have been being repaired by Friday.


Proper Verb Combinations and ‘no-nos’

	Proper Verb Combinations
	No-nos

	1- Present tenses can be used together in the same sentence; that is, it’s ok to combine long-term and short-term pictures.


	A. Don’t use past tenses with Present tenses, in the same sentence. It is confusing for the listener.

	2 - It’s logical to use Simple Present or Present Continuous combined with Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous.

Why? Because Present Perfect refers to a situation that impacts the present.
	B. Don’t combine Present Perfect with Simple Past, Past Continuous or Past Perfect.

Why? Because Simple Past, Past Continuous & Past Perfect are over; Present Perfect is ongoing. This combination sometimes creates discomfort or unease in the listener’s mind.

	3- Simple Present and Present Continuous can be combined with future tenses. The meaning projects us into the future (not the present).
	C. Don’t combine two or more ‘WILLs’ in the same sentence. This sounds very awkward in English. Instead, use one ‘WILL’ combined with a present tense, a modal or with a gerund.

	4 - Present Perfect tenses may be used with future tenses.
	D. Don’t use future tenses with past verb tenses (Simple Past, Past Continuous, Past Perfect)

	5 – Past tenses (Simple Past, Past Continuous, Past Perfect, and Past Perfect Continuous) can be combined in the same sentence. Each one brings to mind a particular facet of a situation that is completely over.
	E. Don’t combine past tenses with present or future tenses. This leaves an impression of ‘waltzing’ which is an unjustified shifting from one time setting to another.

(There are few exceptions here.)

	6 – Modals & gerunds may be combined with any verb tense. When a verb combination is creating a problem in your sentence, consider using a modal or a gerund instead.
	F. Don’t use ‘can’ with past or future tenses. ‘Can’ refers to the present.

Instead, use ‘could’.

G. Don’t conjugate verbs when using a modal:

· use a modal + infinitive for a 

            present or future feeling

· use a modal + have + participle 

            for a past feeling.                                                            

           (Don’t conjugate ‘have’)

Exceptions:

· had to + infinitive (for a past 

            situation)

· have to + infinitive (for a present

            situation)

· Will have to + infinitive (for a 

            future situation)


“LITANY” OF PREPOSITONS

(English prepositions that speakers of French tend to misuse)

	1. 
	TO
	Implies movement

	2. 
	AT
	Implies something specific (time, place, person, etc.)

	3. 
	ON
	Implies a surface

	4. 
	ONTO
	Implies movement from one surface to another surface

	5. 
	IN
	Means already inside a territory or a container, no movement involved coming from the outside

	6. 
	INTO
	Implies movement from the outside to the inside.

	7. 
	FROM
	Implies a starting point.

	8. 
	ACROSS
	Means the other side (do not confuse it with the verb to cross)

	9. 
	THROUGH
	Involves 3 movements:  enter

                                       cross

                                       exit

	10. 
	BETWEEN
	Involves 2 entities

	11. 
	AMONG
	Implies a group (3 or more)

	12. 
	WITH
	Means in union / together / as a team (do not replace it with "and")

	13. 
	ABOUT
	1. Refers to a subject, topic/Not (ON)

2. Or it means ‘approximately’

	14. 
	BESIDE
	Means next to / refers to a particular position in space (left or right)

	15. 
	BESIDES
	Means:  in addition to or moreover

	16. 
	OPPOSITE
	In current English, this is a very imprecise word / it can mean in front of / next to / across from, etc.


Instructions for Personal Talk Periods
Objective:
This 5-minute talk means to:
1- ensure regular individual speaking time

2- provide oral and written feedback (the log sheets are to be handed in to the teacher at the end of the session)

3- help set personal goals in order to ensure integration of concepts and technical abilities
Materials needed:

· Individual Talk Period Log Sheets

Procedure:


1. The first speaker moves away from the group to one end of the room or to the adjacent. He or she may want to bring along:

a) Bullet-points (only)

b) Verb Tense Chart Answer Key
c) Time Line
2. The teacher will mark an Individual Talk Log Sheet for each speaker. This log is written feedback that should provide a ‘snap shot’ of the participant’s 5-minute talk period. After the talk, the teacher should attempt to: 
a) raise awareness about the participant’s strong points. It’s not a question of praising nor providing so-called ‘positive’ feedback. What is required here is input regarding what exactly the participant is communicating clearly and well. It is essential to identify what one does well when communicating in a foreign language. This knowledge allows that person to better focus on one or two weaker points (at a time) that require adjustment.
b) suggest adjustments for more clarity of speech.
Important: The teacher will use a timer to ensure that the talk does not exceed 5 minutes and 
that feedback does not exceed 2 minutes.

3. The topic for these personal talks is always free. We encourage the participant to pick one of the following scenarios each time, so as to practice all the time elements during the session.

Scenario #1: Tell a story that is completely over.

a)    Signal the beginning of your story by using Past Perfect or Past Perfect Continuous; use an appropriate flag word to set this story in time.

b) Then, follow with short sentences that establish the facts and details of the story. Use Simple Past for these.

c)    Remember to emphasize simultaneousness of events by using Past Continuous. It is likely you will need to use Past Continuous at least once while telling your story.

d) End your story with Simple Past so that the listener gets the feeling that it’s completely over.

Scenario #2: Tell a story that is ongoing. Organize your thoughts and ideas according 


           to the timeline, from left to right.

a) Signal how and when this situation began by using Past Perfect or Past Perfect Continuous.

b) Give a few essential facts and details by using Simple Past. Use Past Continuous to establish simultaneousness, if it is useful to do so.

c) Use the ‘hinge’ verb (Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous) to take the listener from past to present. Be sure to use supportive flag words for Present Perfect: since + a precise moment or situation, since then, thus, consequently, yet, etc.

d) If it is useful, state the long-term consequence(s) (using Simple Present) and the short-term consequence(s) (using Present Continuous).

e) End your story in the present time. Choose your verb tense according to the long-term or short-term picture you wish to evoke in the listener’s mind.

Scenario #3: Talk about yourself or about someone you know. (Please be discreet 


          about names should that person be a colleague.) Tell about your/this 

                      person’s character traits and achievements. Tell about what you 

                      appreciate most and least about yourself/this person.

a) Use only Simple Present and Present Continuous tenses. Do not waltz back into the past, nor forward into the future to speak about yourself/this person. You may use Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous as well as modals to accompany the present tenses.

Scenario #4: Tell us about an ongoing situation and what you plan to do about it.

a) Establish what that ongoing situation is by using Present Perfect or Present Perfect Continuous. Use a flag word to locate the situation in time: since + specific time element.

b) You may provide the listener with one, two or three consequences of this situation. Choose Simple Present to express anything long-term and Present Continuous to express anything short-term.

c) Move into the future by expressing some of your plans and intentions. It is best to choose Future Intent whenever you are communicating something uncertain. Keep Simple Future for the more decisive statements.

Scenarion#5: Tell about future plans and projects.

a) Use Future Intent for anything at the planning stage.

b) Use Simple Future for decisions and near-facts.

c) Use Future Continuous whenever you can predict that two things or events are likely to occur at the same time in the future (‘when’ and ‘while’ are good flag words for Future Continuous).
d) Experiment with Future Perfect or Future Perfect Continuous whenever future events or situations will predictably not happen at the same time (good flag words are: by, by then, by the time, before, after).
Individual Talk Period 

Log Sheet

Participant’s name: ______________________________________________________________

Topic(s): _______________________________________________________________________

A) Quality of the vocabulary used:


Examples: ____________________________

____ general, explanatory vocabulary

______________________________________

  
____ precise and appropriate wording  

______________________________________                                                            

____ higher-calibre vocabulary                                  ______________________________________                        

B) Verb forms used:




____ Present Perfect/Present Perfect Continuous

____ Simple Present (well-used/misused)

____ Past Perfect/Past Perfect Continuous

____ Present Continuous (well-used/misused) 
____ Future Intent

____ Simple Past




____ Simple Future

____ Past Continuous




____ Future Continuous









____ Future Perfect/ Future Perfect Continuous

C) Gerunds and Infinitives:


          D) Modals:

____ proper use of gerund(s) and



 ____ were used well

         infinitives   





 ____ needed adjustments

____ misuse of gerund(s) and infinitive(s)


Which one(s)?: _____________________

Examples: _______________________________

_________________________________

________________________________________

_________________________________

________________________________________

E) Reflexive Pronouns



F) Adjectives & Pronouns 

___used  ___not used




 ____little used   ____used well








____ adjustments required

G) Fluency:





H) Technical Accent and Fossilization

____ very slow




____ last consonants

____ slow & controlled



ex: _____________________________________

____ comfortable, fluent



____ h, th, r, vowel sounds

____ fluent, uncontrolled



ex: _____________________________________

____ easy going and rapid flow with control

____ ‘ed’ pronunciation








ex: _____________________________________








____ irregular verbs








ex: _____________________________________








____ other








ex: _____________________________________







Note to the teacher: This log is of right-brain design. One of 

                                                                                                                                      left-brain design is available.
To the participant: Rise to meet the challenge! Find the 6 words in the text that are synonyms or related in meaning to ‘schmoozing’. Which new words do you intend to integrate into your own ACTIVE vocabulary?

SCHMOOZING IS ONE WAY TO GET AHEAD AT WORK

Jody Warwaruk

Edmonton Journal

Edmonton – He was caught red-handed. A computer glitch meant the flattering

emails he sent to his boss were available for everyone on the network to read.

Accused of toadying to management, he desperately argued the messages were just a way of fostering communication.

Was it an effective way to network or a pathetic attempt to suck up?

For many people, schmoozing and brown-nosing are the same thing. The schmoozer will often be labeled a brown-noser by disgruntled co-workers, says Karen Randall, author of the Twelve Truths about Surviving and Succeeding in the Office. (Berkley Publishing Group). But for Randall, schmoozing is charming, while brown-nosing is offensive.

“Brown-nosing” is an obvious - almost vulgar – way of praising someone to help your career; schmoozers, however, have an interest in everyone. It’s not just about getting to the person above them,” Randall said. “A schmoozer tries to maintain a consistency of behaviour. But a brown-noser will walk past you one day, and the next day – when they need something from you – will be all over you like a cheap suit.”

Whether you call it schmoozing, networking, mingling or hobnobbing – it’s not just about making you look good. A sure-fire way to turn your schmoozing into brown-nosing is by using every opportunity alone with the boss to forward your career. “If you find yourself in the elevator with the head honcho, by all means, say hello and exchange pleasantries”, Randall said. “But an elevator ride is not the time for you to get the boss’s ear about the promotion you deserve. If he or she brings up something work-related, fine – just don’t bring it up yourself.”

The employee who tries to schmooze the boss through E-mail is heading into potentially dangerous territory because it’s almost impossible to send a long, complimentary missive without sounding like you’re sucking up. “Schmoozing involves the whole person – not just what they’re saying, but also their body language and what they look like.”

“Most people already feel burdened by the amount of E-mail they receive so keep any electronic schmoozing short and sweet”, Randall said. “Long messages are a waste of time – and it’s nice to get something positive you can read in less than three seconds.”

“Working hard is not enough if you want to get ahead”, Randall said. “Never underestimate the importance of the schmooze for career advancement”.

In her book, she gives an example of a successful department head with a questionable work ethic. Every day she’d enjoy a long workout at lunch, then, would leave in the afternoon. The boss, however, continued to promote her – even though her department only made the minimum sales quota each year.

The secret to her success? She never complained. In meetings, when other department heads were spewing grievances, she wouldn’t bring up any problems or issues. “It was outrageous”, Randall said. But the boss was so thrilled with having a low maintenance player, he kept her on the management team. She just did what was required, kept her mouth shut and was charming.

“Schmoozing is nothing more than having charm and being a delightful person”, Randall said. “It can lead to success in life, not just in your career. Life is a popularity contest. It doesn’t end in high school. The career counselor lied to you – it’s never over.”


Schmoozing Tips

· Don’t think of schmoozing as a bad thing. Everyone plays the game,

whether they think they’re playing or not.

· For schmoozing to be effective, it has to be sincere. (Good schmoozers

leave a positive feeling about themselves.)

· Be natural and spontaneous. It’s difficult to be spontaneous, but essential

for successful schmoozing. (Cue cards are not allowed.)

· Have things on your desk for people to ask you about, such as pictures of 

family or friends. (Having a picture of your boss, however, is definitely entering brown-nosing territory.)

· A bowl of candy is always a good tool for bringing people to your cubicle.

(But don’t supply only the boss’s favorite candy.)

· Schmoozing is not talking about the report you have to write by the end of

the day. It’s about more personal, light subjects that create a memorable

 impression of you.

· Stay far away from malicious gossip – it can come back to haunt you.

Someone could be having a hard time now, but might make a comeback in

a couple of years. Don’t burn any bridges.

· Sharing information about your industry or changes in the business is a

must. You need to stay informed – just don’t believe everything you hear.

· Keep email and voice-mail short and to the point. (Brown-nosing

warning – don’t attach an electronic card to every email that says

 “Thanks for being you.”)

· Be helpful and enthusiastic – lose the attitude. Get to know as many

people as you can.
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