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Weather-related Text #7
“It was really dark outside.  The sky was pitch black.1 The streets were eerily quiet.2 No one was around and no cars ran on what were usually extremely busy streets.  Sometimes, we would hear something fall and it would shatter3 into a million pieces. We hadn’t had a hot meal in over three days and the children were tired of pretending they were camping in the great outdoors.4 Suddenly, we began to hear a muffled5 sound.  As time went by, the whisper turned into a roar.  It was an army truck.  Pretty soon, they would force us out or our home and send us to a refugee camp.”

Did this story sound like it came out of a science fiction book?  It shouldn’t have.  

CBJT Communicators Presents: Weather Bites # 7: The Ice Storm

The year was 1998.  That year, many countries felt the wrath6 of Mother Nature.  Hurricanes hit the Caribbean Islands and flooding struck India and China.  Droughts also hurt Central America.  Canada, however, was not used to severe storms that would paralyze people for days.

El Niño

News reports had been monitoring7 “El Niño” for weeks.  But, no one in the Montreal area ever expected a warm air mass, which originated in the Pacific Ocean, would trigger8 an ice storm that would keep Montreal and its surrounding communities9 in the dark for days.  El Niño’s warm air mass collided10 with the cold air from the Arctic.  Layers11 of cold air became sandwiched12 between layers of warm air.  As raindrops formed in the warm air, they froze as they fell into the cold air; thus, creating the freezing rain.

Meteorologists say that El Niño appears every year, often around Christmas time.  Sometimes, El Niño is like a small recession; suddenly you’re in it without warning.  El Niño, which can alter13  weather patterns worldwide, can be around for nine to twelve months at a time.  Its effects can be felt for years afterwards.

By 1998, Montrealers were used to freezing rain.  Normally, freezing rain didn’t last for very long and although it created some problems, its effects weren’t very severe.  Many people found that freezing rain transformed the landscape14 and made it shiny.15 

So, when the freezing rain began on January 4th 1998, people did not begin to panic.16 On the morning of Monday, January 5th, people walked and drove carefully.  They went to work and expected the freezing rain to stop within a few hours.

By mid-afternoon, the blackouts17 had begun.  Over twenty millimeters of freezing rain fell on the first day.   Hydro Québec’s power pylons had been built to withstand the pressure of 15 millimeters of freezing rain, not more.  They began to crumple18 under the pressure.  The strain19  was just too much for them.   Power lines groaned20 and writhed.21 Many of them finally splintered22 and spat out23 deadly sparks.24

By Tuesday, January 6th, the situation had become catastrophic.  Schools and offices were closed.  Thousands of people were left without light or electricity.  Trees were uprooted.25   Broken tree branches were scattered26 everywhere.  Sidewalks, streets and highways were no longer safe.  The freezing rain kept falling27.  The Ice Storm was spreading.  It wasn’t long before Ontario, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, New York State and New England were also affected.  By January 8th, a state of emergency had been declared.

How did people cope? (27)
By Friday, January 9th, over 100 millimeters of frozen rain had fallen in the Montreal area alone.  Over two million Montrealers were stuck.28 Sometimes, people would find shelter29 for one night and then would have to move the following night.  Although Hydro Québec did its best to restore electricity as soon as it could, no one could remember anything as devastating as this ice storm.

Families and friends reached out30 to one another.  Other Canadian Provinces and a number of American States began to send in support.  911 emergency services received over five thousand calls for help. Firefighters,31 paramedics32 and volunteers did the best they could and saved a number of lives.  But, even hospitals experienced problems. Unfortunately, not everyone could be saved. 

Casualties33
Of course, when bad times hit, some people take advantage of other people’s hardships34 and there is always a certain amount of collateral damage. Approximately 35 people died because of the ice storm, many more were injured.  Countless numbers of people suffered losses.

Some people died of carbon monoxide poisoning.  Others literally froze to death.  A number of people were injured as they were cutting wood for their fireplaces.  Some people fell off of their rooftops as they tried to melt the accumulated ice which endangered their houses’ structures. 

Although many people took in the needy35, others looted36 stores.  As generators became scarce, some people stole these as well.  Sometimes, violence was reported at gas stations as line-ups grew to be over a kilometer long.

For some, the blackout lasted a few hours, others a few days, some a few weeks and for approximately 65,000 people, it took over a month for things to ‘get back to normal’.  One family will never forget their experience at a fast-food restaurant.   As the blackout had isolated a number of families, some of them being without food and water for a very long time, it is said that one mother was finally able to leave her home with her children.  She brought them for a nice warm breakfast at a nearby restaurant.  When they arrived at the restaurant, a clerk told them that they were two minutes too late.  Although the mother begged37 and pleaded38, the manager could make no exceptions as this was a ‘company-wide policy’.  Fortunately, for the mother and her family, other patrons39 went with them to another restaurant that was more than happy to oblige40 them.  

It is said that the cost of the ice storm was over $3 billion dollars.  Since then, Hydro Québec has reinforced the Hydro Electric service in Québec.  Quebeckers are more wary about ice storms and have learned to plan for disasters.  Many discovered the value of sharing and learned that they could count on others in times of need.
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Vocabulary:
	1. pitch black: very dark, color of tar
	2. eerily quiet: strangely silent, uncomfortably calm

	3. shatter: break into many fine pieces
	4. the great outdoors: nature and its surroundings

	5. muffled: veiled, concealed, masked 
	6. wrath: anger, fury, rage

	7. monitoring: recording, registering, noting
	8. trigger: set off, cause, provoke

	9. surrounding communities: suburbs, metropolitan area
	10. collided: stuck, violently, encountered

	11. layers: strata (singular: stratum); levels placed one over the other
	12. sandwiched: caught up, enclosed

	13. alter: change, transform, cause to evolve
	14. landscape: scenery

	15. shiny: glitter
	16. to panic: to lose control, to be overly fearful

	17. blackout: total lack of electricity
	18. to crumple: to buckle over, to fall down

	19. the strain: the excessive pressure, the stress
	20. groaned: made deep sounds of complaint

	21. writhed: oscillated
	22. splintered: fragmented, cracked

	23. spat out: exploded
	24. deadly sparks: fire that could kill

	25. uprooted: lifted right out of the ground
	26. scattered: spread

	27. kept falling: continued to fall
	28. stuck: stranded, immobilized

	29. shelter: a place to stay, a safe place
	30. reached out: offered support

	31. firefighters: professionals who extinguish fires and deal with emergencies
	32. paramedics: professionals who provide medical assistance

	33. casualties: victims
	34. hardships: adversities, misfortunes

	35. the needy: people who lack adequate resources
	36. looted: stole from

	37. begged: pleaded, asked for mercy

39.     patrons: customer
	38. pleaded: tried to convince, begged

40.     to oblige: to accommodate




Prepositions Regarding Agendas
1 Choose the correct option to complete the sentences. In each case, there is only one 

     possible answer, though had other options been available, more would have been 

     possible. Be ready to back up your choices.

1. The Marketing Director is away __________ holiday. She’ll be back _______ the end of the month.

a. in..in


b. on..on

c. in..at


d. on..at

_____________________________________________________________________

2. Did you read that article _______ The Press about our move ________ the Japanese market?

a. on..in

b. at..on

c. in..into

d. for..into

_____________________________________________________________________

3. I need those sales figures ________ the end _________ the week _______ the very latest.

a. in..of..on

b. in..of..at

c. by..of..at

d. by..of..on

_____________________________________________________________________

4. We hope things will get better __________ the second quarter ________ the year.

a. at..in


b. in..of

c. on..in

d. for..of

______________________________________________________________________

5. Will passengers _________ flight RT482 please go __________ Gate 9 immediately.

a. in..on

b. for..in

c. on..at
  
d. for..to

______________________________________________________________________

6. Mr. Thomas? He’s _________ a customer _________ the moment.

a. on..at

b. at..with

c. with..at

d. on..into

______________________________________________________________________

7. You’ll find Marketing __________ the main building _________ the second floor.

a. in..on

b. on..in

c. for..on

d. in..at

______________________________________________________________________

8. Thank you ________ your kind invitation _________ attend the opening ________ your new retail branch.

a. for..to..of

b. for..at..of

c. with..at..in

d. on..int..on

___________________________________________________________________

2 Use IN, AT, ON with these expressions of time. Do adjust your perception in accordance with the ‘English Way of Thinking’. Note the one exception.

1. ______ Thursday

2. ______ 1996

3. ______ Tuesday morning

4. ______ the summer

5. ______ the 1980s

6. ______ early September

7. ______ the middle of the month

8. ______ Easter

9. ______ May 16th
10. ______ the morning

11. ______ the weekend

12. ______ Friday night

13. ______ the evening
14. ______ ten past two

15. ______ the right time

16. ______ winter

17. ______ night

18. ______ lunchtime

19. ______ three o’clock

20. ______ the end of July

21. ______ Christmas

22. ______ a weekly basis

23. ______Thursday, June 4th 
24. ______ Easter Monday

3 Here are ten common business word partnerships. Complete and define them. 

1.  _____ the red

2.  _____ courier

3.  _____ of order

4.  just _____ time

5.  just _____ time

6.  _____ trouble

7.  _____ a trial period

8.  _____ full

9.  _____ a lot of pressure

10.  _____ of stock

11. _____ perfect conditions

12. _____ perfect condition

Now, use these business expressions to complete the following sentences:

13. When the goods left our warehouse, they were _____________________________ .

14. The bank has just rung to say that our no. 2 account is still ____________________.

15. Since she has taken over marketing, Sarah has been _____________________ .

16. I’m afraid the goods cannot be dispatched* until payment __________________ has 

      been received. (*‘despatched’ can also be spelled ‘dispatched’)

17. Don’t worry, I’ll send you the contract _____________________ . You’ll have it in 

      two hours.
18. We’ll let you have the software ___________________ of two weeks.

19. The photocopier has been ____________________ all day.

20. I thought I was going to be late for Tessa’s presentation, but I arrived ____________ .

20. I’m afraid the parts you ordered are temporarily ____________________ .

21. The company is losing money fast. They are ____________________ .


4 Complete this dialogue with the following prepositions. You will need to use some of  

     them more than once.

in  
at  
for  
from  
to
by
of

Alex:
So, you went from Paris ______ Lille ______ plane?

John:
Yes, that’s right. I was ______ a hurry, so I decided to catch a plane and save

time.

Alex:
Yes, but you didn’t think about saving money. Why didn’t you go _____ train?  


It’s only about 80 kilometers.

John:
Well, er…, I didn’t want to get to my hotel too late.

Alex:
Hotel! But you only spent an afternoon ______ Lille. Then, you caught another 


plane in Brussels. And, what about this taxi receipt _____ 500 francs.

John:
Er…, I went _____ the airport ______ my hotel ______ taxi.

Alex:
But, 500 francs! Are you sure you didn’t go ______ helicopter?

John:
Look, I know it seems expensive; but I did spend two days ______ Brussels.

Alex:
Yes, staying ______ the most expensive hotel ______ town according to this bill.


You’re fired! You’ve got ten minutes to clear your desk.
Individual Talk Period 

Log Sheet

Participant’s name: ______________________________________________________________

Topic(s): _______________________________________________________________________

A) Quality of the vocabulary used:


Examples: ____________________________

____ general, explanatory vocabulary

______________________________________

  
____ precise and appropriate wording  

______________________________________                                                            

____ higher-calibre vocabulary                                  ______________________________________                        

B) Verb forms used:




____ Present Perfect/Present Perfect Continuous

____ Simple Present (well-used/misused)

____ Past Perfect/Past Perfect Continuous

____ Present Continuous (well-used/misused) 
____ Future Intent

____ Simple Past




____ Simple Future

____ Past Continuous




____ Future Continuous









____ Future Perfect/ Future Perfect Continuous

C) Gerunds and Infinitives:


          D) Modals:

____ proper use of gerund(s) and



 ____ were used well

         infinitives   





 ____ needed adjustments

____ misuse of gerund(s) and infinitive(s)


Which one(s)?: _____________________

Examples: _______________________________

_________________________________

________________________________________

_________________________________

________________________________________

E) Reflexive Pronouns



F) Adjectives & Pronouns & Prepositions
___used  ___not used



____little used ____used well








____ adjustments required

G) Fluency:





H) Technical Accent and Fossilization
____ very slow




____ last consonants
____ slow & controlled



ex: _____________________________________

____ comfortable, fluent



____ h, th, r, vowel sounds

____ fluent, uncontrolled



ex: _____________________________________

____ easy going and rapid flow with control

____ ‘ed’ pronunciation








ex: _____________________________________








____ irregular verbs








ex: _____________________________________








____ other








ex: _____________________________________
Verb Tense Chart

	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The pictures they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	1. Simple Present
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	2. Present Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	3. Simple Past
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	4. Past Continuous


	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	5. Present Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


Verb Tense Chart

	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The picture they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	6. Present Perfect       continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	7. Past Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	8. Past Perfect 

Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	9. Simple Future
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	10. “Going to”
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	Future Intent

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	I am going to go to the movies.

I am going to rob a bank.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	This movie is going to be seen by many people.

The bank is going to be robbed.

____________________________________________________________________________________




Verb Tense Chart
	Verb tenses
	FLAGS
	The picture they evoke
	ACTIVE VOICE
	PASSIVE VOICE

	11. Future Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	12. Future Perfect
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



	13. Future Perfect Continuous
	________

________

________

________

________

________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________


	____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
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