Intermediate III 

Phrasal Verbs 

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the Intermediate III – Phrasal Verb Course!
For many of you, it will likely be your last course at the Intermediate III level. Does this mean that once you have graduated from the Intermediate III level to the Advanced level that your learning of English is over? Absolutely not!  However, we hope this course will give you a taste of things to come and a desire to keep on* learning.

The expression “phrasal verbs” (or 2/3-word verbs) may still be new to you, but you probably use some of them already. Phrasal verbs are an integral part of the English language. Sometimes people confuse the concept of phrasal verbs with that of idiomatic expressions. If you wanted to describe a really windy day by telling an Anglophone that it had been windy enough to knock the horns off an ox, he certainly would give you a strange look. “Un vent à écorner les bœufs” and “avoir un chat dans la gorge” are French idiomatic expressions. Also, such expressions are mostly regional and may not be understood outside that specific region. In comparison, phrasal verbs are used and understood all over the world.
A phrasal verb consists of a “root verb” (such as “come” or “go”) and at least one preposition (such as “up” or “on”)*. Although you probably understand the meaning of the root verb and of the preposition(s), it is when they are combined that the meaning may be unclear to you. 
For example: You know the meaning of the verb “to look”. You also know the meaning of the preposition “up”.  But how often have you had to “look up” a word in the dictionary or a phone number in a phone book? Probably a number of times. But have you ever considered the fact that most people are actually “looking down” (that is, their eyes are looking downwards) when they are “looking something up”?
When you change the context in which some phrasal verbs are used the meaning may change significantly. (Example: take off.)

*keep on = a phrasal verb that means to continue
Some phrasal verbs are “separable” whereas others are not. Let’s look at some examples using the separable, phrasal verb to “bring up”. You can say:

· Those children were well brought up.

· Bringing her children up was her first priority.

· They brought them* up as well as they could.
* When using an object pronoun, you must insert it between the root verb and its preposition(s).

However, a number of other phrasal verbs, like to “go with”, cannot be separated. You can say:

· Those pants don’t go with this shirt.

But you can’t say:

· Your shirt doesn’t go your shoes with.
A few other things you should know about phrasal verbs will be discussed in further lessons. For now, let’s talk about course objectives.

Objectives and Procedures
The total amount of phrasal verbs that is used by Anglophones is unknown.  According to some reference books, there are more than 5,000 of them. You will be studying 120 of them.

Over the next 12 weeks you can expect to learn a minimum of 10 phrasal verbs per week. Although some time has been allotted for this in class, we recommend you start memorizing them right away.

At every lesson you will have writing exercises to do in class. These will need to be handed in the following week. You will also be recording 2 cassettes (a reading and a special tape) in class, each week. This means you will need to acquire a greater number of cassettes than what you are used to. This session, you may need 6 to 8 cassettes. You will be asked to do as much work in class as possible. However, you may need to finish some of the writing at home.
Of course, learning these 120 commonly-used phrasal verbs is one of this session’s objectives. But that’s only the first part. You will be asked to begin looking for and collecting phrasal verbs. They are used all the time. Once you begin to notice them, you will discover a rich new side of the English language. Start a list of your own today.
Unfortunately, some of you may still be suffering from a little “fossilizationitis” (no, this word hasn’t appeared in the dictionary so far). Take this opportunity to clear up some problematic issues. As usual, your readings on tape will help you to work on your pronunciation, rhythm and intonation. Special tapes will allow you to practice choosing verb tenses and proper verb combinations. The writing exercises will also help you identify some problems you may encounter when speaking as well as when you are writing English.

Note to teachers 
Take time to look over the materials with the participants at this point.

Any questions? Let’s go and take a look at our first 10 phrasal verbs, shall we?
Observations:

1. There are two extra phrasal verbs in #1: grow up and used to

· grow up: to develop and mature in age, in body, health and autonomy.

· used to: It means ‘have the habit of’ or ‘be in the habit of’ (passive voice)

Conjugation-wise:

a) In the active voice, this verb is invariable and is always accompanied by the infinitive of another verb.

Examples:

i) Peter and Phil used to pick on Edward.

ii) I used to do this often.

iii) He used to walk to work.




Caution: the word to in used to belongs to the phrasal verb. It does NOT 

necessarily introduce the infinitive, as you shall see in the following examples for passive voice.

b) In the passive voice, this verb can be conjugated in full, with all the verb tenses.

Examples:

i) I am used to it.                                                            



(Simple Present/Passive)

ii) He was used to working late. 



(Simple Past/Passive + gerund)
iii) She has been used to the work since last year. 



(Present Perfect/Passive)

iv) She had been used to working hard. 


(Past Perfect/Passive + gerund)

#6. Compare this verb combination

PHRASAL VERBS
	Cars
	Clothing
	Family
	Transportation
	Sports
	Health

	back  back up/              back out
	                                        get rid of
	                                                                   bring up
	get around
	catch up (with)
	break out (in)

	break down
	go with
	get along (with)
	get in
	try out (for)
	cheer up

	cut off
	grow out of
	get out of
	get on
	drop out (of)
	come down with

	jack up
	try on
	grow up
	get off
	give up
	pass out

	start up
	put away
	look after
	see off
	let down
	pull through

	pull over
	put on
	look up to
	set off
	chicken out (of)
	throw up

	turn around
	pick out
	pass away
	take off
	set back
	feel up to

	run out (of)
	stand out
	pick on
	find out
	keep up (with)
	watch out (for)

	gas up
	take off
	put up with
	run over
	show up
	look in on

	let up (on)
	fold up
	take after
	go on
	work out
	come to

	
	
	
	
	
	pass away


	Relationships
	Filling out Forms
	Shopping 
	Hard Times
	At the Office
	Holidays

	back off
	check off
	mark up
	throw away
	fill in (for)
	check in (to)

	show up
	cross out
	mark down
	kick out
	butt in (on)
	check out (of)

	break up (with)
	do over
	put back
	wear out
	hang up
	brush up (on)

	count on
	figure out
	
take back
	                          get by (on)
	chip in
	eat out

	get over
	fill in
	
bring back
	pitch in
	stand for
	wake up

	go out (with)
	fill out
	hang out
	look back (on)
	wrap up
	get around to

	make up (with)
	hand in
	put aside/                         lay away
	keep on
	call off
	wait on

	put off
	leave out
	put down
	cut down (on)
	chew out
	look forward to

	run into
	look over
	run up
	look down on
	clam up
	get up

	stand up (to)
	look up
	ring up
	lay off
	turn on
	work out

	stand up/                     get stood up/                      be stood up
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