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back up/back out
break down
jack up
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pull over
turn around
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run out (of)
gas up
let up (on)

1.
Back up/back out: To make a car go backwards – reverse   (separable)
He backed up the car into the driveway.  

She backed the car up slowly.

2.
Break down: If a machine or vehicle breaks down, it stops working.   (inseparable)
Last week our car broke down on the highway.  

Hello AAA?  This is Carl Hutchins.  My car has broken down on Interstate 21.                     Can you send a tow truck?
3.
Cut off:  To drive in front of another vehicle causing it to stop quickly or to swerve. (separable)
We were cut off by some crazy driver.

They cut the other driver off.
4.
Jack up: To lift and support a heavy object, like a car, using a piece of equipment called a jack, which fits under the object.       (separable)
Paul had a flat tire; so, he had to jack up the car.

Anthony jacked the car up so he could see what the problem was.
5.
Start up:  When you start up a motor or an engine, you make it begin to work. (separable)
Daphne is starting her new car up for the first time.

In order to start up your car, you must turn your key in the ignition.
6.
Pull over: If a vehicle or driver pulls over, they stop by the side of the road. (separable)
If the police pull a vehicle over, they are ordering its driver to stop at the side of the road.

The policeman asked me to pull over.
7. 
Turn around: To move around so as to end up in the opposite direction. (separable)
Just a minute sir!  I’ll turn around and you’ll be able to get in without getting yourself* wet.

We realized we were going in the wrong direction so we stopped and turned the car around.
*yourself: reflexive pronoun. Remember to make an effort to include these in your                     speech.

8. 
Run out (of):  When you run out of something, you don’t have any more of it. (inseparable)
We ran out of gas on the way to work. 
9. 
Gas up:  To put gas into a car or other vehicle.                                                                 (separable)
It was quite the journey.  We had to gas up three times on the way. 
We gassed the truck up at the corner gas bar.

10. 
Let up (on): To reduce the pressure; to lessen in degree or intensity. (inseparable)
She let up on the gas.

He should let up on his drinking.

Fill in the blanks using the following:
back up/back out 
break down
pull over 
run out (of)
let up (on)

cut off
jack up
start up 
turn around

gas up

Dear Aunt Lois,

Thank you for the wonderful time we had at your cottage.  Spending as much time with you and the rest of the family was such a delight.  Unfortunately, our trip back home was quite the nightmare.  When Kevin _____________________   the car, he thought he had heard a strange noise, but he didn’t worry about it.  As we were leaving Kempville, we decided to ____________________ just to make sure we could get home without ___________________ gas.  When we saw a sign for Petro Canada, we decided to pull in and to fill it up.  As we got onto the highway, we spotted a car that looked like it had _____________________.  We decided to _____________________ and offer to help.  They were quite glad we had decided to stop.  They were looking under the hood when we got there.  None of us could figure out what was wrong.  Kevin even __________________ the car to see if he could see anything under it.  We couldn’t leave these poor people out on the highway so, we all cuddled up in our car.  We then ___________________ and went back to Kempville.  On the way back, we were ____________________ by some motorcycles.  Kevin was so surprised that he swerved into a ditch.  He tried to _____________________, but we were stuck.   Fortunately, we weren’t too far from the gas station.  Kevin and Max (the driver of the other car) walked back to the gas station and about an hour later, everyone was back on their way home.  I asked Kevin to _____________________ the gas pedal a little to avoid further problems.  We finally got home safe and sound. Just as we were driving into the driveway, we heard a clunk and the car stopped dead. Shish! The bright side is we made some new friends along the way.

Love,
Angela

List any phrasal verbs, from this letter, that we have not studied:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Write up* your own questions
1. (run out of) _____________________________________________

No, I don’t think that will be a problem.

2. (back up/back out) ___________________________________________

Sure, just let me check my rear-view mirror first.

3. (cut off) ________________________________________________
_

Yes, they sure did.

4. (turn around) _____________________________________________

No, I’m sure we’ll find our way.

5. (jack up) ________________________________________________

No problem.  I love changing tires.

6. (let up on) ______________________________________________
_

I’m afraid the car will stall.

7. (pull over) _____________________________________________
__

Certainly officer, did I do anything wrong?

8. (break down) __________________________________________
___

Yes, it did.  That’s why we’re so late.

9. (start up) _____________________________________________
___

No.  Never.

10. (gas up) _______________________________________________
_

No.  I forgot.

*write up: is a phrasal verb that means to compose in detail. 

                Example: I need to write up your end-of-session report.

My First Driving Lesson
Note: Remember to list any new phrasal verbs.
Have you ever noticed how people who “love” you, sometimes don’t have a clue as to who you really are?

When I turned sweet sixteen, my brother Rick decided it was time for me to learn how to drive.  I’m 100% sure that I had never, in any way, shape or form, ever given him any sign that I wanted to learn how to drive; but, he had decided anyways.  I guess I should also tell you that, having just turned 16, I was quite the dreamer and was expecting that, any day now, I was going to meet my Prince Charming who would whisk me away to some magnificent castle somewhere in Europe.  You see, I had just seen Eddie Murphy’s film “Coming to America”, and I was sure that some rich guy would be coming to my high school looking for someone with my good looks and my American know-how.  Of course, my Prince and I would have a number of chauffeurs to drive our limousines and our Rolls-Royces.  So, why should I bother learning how to drive? All I needed to do was to practice my “royal wave”.

Nevertheless, as I was saying, Rick had decided!  As we were coming back from school, he suddenly stopped the car.  He got out, opened the passenger side door and told me to move into the driver’s seat.

Rick: “Jenny, today I’m going to teach you how to drive!”

Jenny: “What?”

Rick: “Today’s your first driving lesson.”

Jenny: “But, but…”

Rick: “I know you’re speechless and don’t know how to thank me.  Don’t worry.  I felt the same way when Bert taught me how to drive.  This is a family tradition you know.”

Jenny: “But…”

Rick: “We’re going to start with the basics.  The first thing you need to do is check your rear-view mirror.”

Jenny: “Okay.  Oh my God!  Just look at my make-up!  I look just awful!  I hope my Prince…”

Rick: “Listen, Jenny.  I don’t have all day; so, please remain focused.”

Jenny: “Sorry.”

Rick: “That’s okay.”

I was a very slow, very reluctant learner.

Jenny: “But what happens if we get a flat tire?”

Rick: “No problem, I’ll teach you how to jack up the car and change the tire.”

Jenny: “But I’ll get my hands all dirty!”

Rick: “I’ve got some soap and a washcloth in the trunk.”

Jenny: “What if we run out of gas?  I don’t know where to gas up!”

Rick: “Look at the gas gauge.  I filled her up this morning.”

Jenny: “But what if the car breaks down?”

Rick: “We’ll knock on someone’s door and ask them to call a tow truck.  Now, no more delays. Turn the key and start up the car.  Now, let up on the break and pull over to the curb.”

Jenny: “Okay.”

Rick: “Good job!  Now, back up a little bit and then pull away from the curb.  Slowly turn the steering wheel and you’re going to turn the car around.”

Jenny: “Okay.”

Rick: “Great.  You’re doing just fine.  Keep going.”

Jenny: “Hey!  That car just cut us off!”

Rick: “That’s okay.  It’s because you’re driving too slowly.  Give the car some more gas.”

Jenny: “Okay.”

Rick: “Good you can go a little bit faster.”

Jenny: “Okay.”

Rick: “A little bit faster.”

I didn’t like being told what to do as I was about to become a member of a royal family; so, I floored it!

Rick: “No, no!  That’s too fast!  Slow down!”

Jenny: “How?”

Rick: “Let up on the gas and step on the brake!”

Jenny: “Where’s the brake?”

Rick: “On your left!”

Jenny: “Oh this is no fun.  You take over!  I give up!”

I let go of the steering wheel and Rick had to jump over me and step on the brake.  We left quite a set of tire tracks in someone’s front lawn.  Fortunately, we didn’t hit anything.  That was my first and last lesson with Rick.  

A few years later, I took a real Driver’s Ed Course with a specialized school.  It too was quite bad.  If an emergency came up, I could probably drive someone to a hospital.  But, as I never got my driver’s license, if you should ever see* me behind a steering wheel, watch out!
Note: Remember to add any other new phrasal verbs to your personal list. Look them up in the dictionary to clearly set their meaning in your mind.
*if you should ever see me: this syntax which mixes ‘if’ with ‘should ever’

means: Si un jour tu devais me voir; 

             Si un jour vous deviez me voir.
Comprehension questions
1. Why did Jenny feel that Rick didn’t understand her?
(Type of information sought: ______________________________________)
2. Why wasn’t Jenny interested in learning how to drive?
(Type of information sought: ______________________________________)
3. Why did Rick ask Jenny to let up on the gas?
(Type of information sought: ______________________________________)
4. What would have happened if they had had a flat tire?
(Type of information sought: ______________________________________)
5. Why wasn’t Rick worrying about running out of gas?
(Type of information sought: ______________________________________)
Discussion questions
1. Do you drive?  If so, how did you learn?  If not, why not?

2. What are some of the difficult things to learn when a person learns how to drive a car?

3. What is the difference between a good and a bad driver?

4. When a person owns a car, what are some of the problems he or she might encounter?

5. If you had a younger brother, younger sister, son or daughter who wanted to learn how to drive, would you teach them how?  Would you recommend they take a Driver’s Ed Course?
CAUTION: As you record your responses, be sure to interpret the verb tense and respond in accordance with the picture evoked.
For example: When the Past Perfects are used in a question, it’s because details to a story are being sought. When Past Continuous is used in a question it’s because simultaneousness is being validated. If Simple Present is used it’s because long-term information is being sought. If Present Continuous is used it’s because short-term information is being sought. If the Present Perfects are used in a question, it’s because information is being sought regarding the impact or consequences of an ongoing situation. If Future Intent is used, the question wishes to validate a plan or an intention. If Simple Future is used the question aims at validating a near-fact. If Future Continuous is used the question wishes to validate simultaneousness of situations in time. If the Future Perfects are used in a question, one wishes to validate a possible sequence of events.
Validation Test
1. 
You should gas up 


a)
when prices are high.


b)
before you run out of gas.


c)
when it’s sunny outside.

2. 
If you turn your car around, you will be

a)
driving in the opposite direction.


b)
going in the same direction after turning 360 degrees.

c)
stopping and calling for a taxi.

3.
When you want to change a tire, you should


a)
throw up your car.


b)
blow up your car.


c)
jack up your car.

4. 
The other driver cut me off when


a)
he decided to back up in front of me.


b)
he stopped behind me.


c)
he forced his way to get in line ahead of me.

5. 
At the beginning of a car race, someone usually says: “Gentlemen,


a)
turn off your engines.”


b)
start up your engines.”


c)
cut off your engines.”

6. 
If you realize you are driving faster than the speed limit, you should


a)
let up on the gas.


b)
break down on the gas.


c)
speed up.

7. 
Sally ran out of flour, so


a) 
she made ham and eggs.


b)
she dialled 911.


c)
she borrowed some from her neighbour.

8. 
If you back your car up, you’ll


a)
hit a wall.


b)
kill your grandmother.


c)
go backward.

9. 
When your car breaks down, you should 


a)
call a tow truck.


b)
let up on the gas.


c)
sing a happy song to cheer yourself up.
10. 
If a policeman asks you to pull over, you should


a)
drive behind him.


b)
pull up to the curb and stop.

c)
pull into the nearest gas station.
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