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eat out
wake up
get around to
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work out
brush up (on)
1. Check in (to): To arrive at a hotel or an airport and to give your personal details to the attendant. Also: To ‘check in’, without the preposition ‘to’ simply means to register something or someone.
I think we should check in to* our hotel before going to the restaurant. (inseparable)


Did they check in?
*Compare:



means to verify a situation in detail. 


This is NOT a phrasal verb because both the verb and the preposition have their usual meaning.


Example:  I checked into the service problem we had yesterday and I found no discrepency.

2. Check out (of): To leave a hotel after paying the bill. – To officially leave a hotel.

Check- out time is 11:00 a.m.
Have they checked out of the hotel yet?      (inseparable) 

Have they checked out? Compare: Have they checked the hotel out? (separable)
CAUTION: Compare to check out when it’s separable. The meaning changes; it means to gather information about something. 

Examples: Let me check the film schedules out. 

                  Check out the schedule for me, please.

3. Brush up (on): To practice and improve your skills or knowledge of something. 

I really need to brush up on my Spanish before leaving for Mexico. (inseparable) 

My Spanish requires some brushing up.

4. Eat out: To have a meal in a restaurant instead of at home. – To dine out.

I work on the road so I eat out a lot.      (inseparable)
5. Wake up: To stop sleeping or make someone stop sleeping.

Tomorrow morning, we need to wake up at 3.00 a.m. as our plane leaves at 5:30. (separable) 

I’ll make sure to wake the children up.
6. Get around to: To finally do something that you have intended to do for some time.

I really don’t know when I can get around to doing so; but I do hope it’s soon. (inseparable)
7. Wait on: To serve people in a restaurant or at home.

This may sound redundant but, a waiter’s job is to wait on his clients. (inseparable)
8. Look forward to: To feel happy and excited about something that is going to happen. – To anticipate with pleasure.

Yes, we’re really looking forward to meeting your new friend!     (inseparable)
This phrasal verb is often used in business letters.

9. Get up: To get out of bed.

“Jamie, it’s 6:30. Time to get up!”        (separable)

Do you expect to be able to get John up on time?
10. Work out: To be successful or to end something in a particular way. To resolve.

“I’m really happy to hear that things did work out for you and Gaston in the end!” (separable)
In the end, they did work their problems out. 

They worked it out.
Compare: ‘work out’ in a health-related context      (inseparable) 

Example: Jim works out at the gym regularly.
Fill in the blanks using the following. Some may be used twice.
check in (to)/check in    check out (of)
brush up (on)
eat out
wake up

get around to
wait on
look forward to
get up
work out

1.
This year our company has designed a new program.  Lunch hour classes have been set up for all employees who would like to ________________________ their Japanese before going to Osaka on extended leave.

2.
During the holidays, I always like to ___________________ late.

3.
After preparing meals for my family for the last 51 weeks, it’s really great to have someone ___________________________ me for a change.

4.
Passengers should ___________________ all of their luggage at least two hours before their ETD (Estimated Time of Departure).

5.
Tomorrow, let’s __________________________ bright and early and try to catch the sunrise.

6.
We’ve both had a long, hard week. Let’s take a break and _____________________ tonight.

7.
If things don’t _______________________in Thailand, you can always come back home. You know that you will always have a place here.

8.
This summer, I hope to finally ______________________ cleaning out* my garage.

9.
Sherry’s been ________________________________a trip to Glasgow since childhood.
10.
Billy & Donny had already _________________________ their hotel by the time their bell boy finally ______________________ carrying their luggage. They were not impressed!

*to clean out: means to clean thoroughly

Make up your own questions and answers using this lesson’s phrasal verbs.  Try using a VARIETY of verb tenses and modals.

1. check into or/and check in to or/and check in
2. check out (of)  or/and check out


3. brush up (on)  

4. eat out  

5. wake up  

6. get around to 

7. wait on 

8. look forward to  

9. get up  

10. work out  


 List any new or unknown phrasal verbs.
Happy Holidays!

Mae West: Marriage is a great institution, but I'm not ready for an institution.
Samuel Taylor Coleridge: The happiest marriage I can picture or imagine would be the union of a deaf man to a blind woman.

C. G. Lichtenberg: If love is blind, marriage gives a man his sight back.

Don’t get me wrong, I do believe in love and marriage. However, years of experience and a number of failed marriages have transformed me into somewhat of a cynic.

One thing I have learned is that I should never let one of my past or future wives plan a trip (at least not one that I’m involved with) again.

I don’t know about you, but I work hard! I wake up really early in the morning, go off to work and only come home really late at night. Margaret had always complained that I was never home but she certainly needed more money, so…

Our first trip together should have taught me a lesson. I had told her that I just wanted some time to catch up on some of my old T.V. shows and maybe to finally get around to setting up my workshop in the basement. I was really looking forward to sleeping in. But no, Wife No. 1 had other plans. The first morning of my/our holidays, we had to get up even earlier than normally.  She had decided we were going to “Puerto Vallarta” and she had booked the earliest flight possible. We had to check in for our flight at 4:30 a.m.!!!  Believe it or not, we had to wake up at 2:30 a.m. to get to the airport on time!

Well, we did get there on time. Of course, there had to be a snowstorm so our plane was delayed for 12 hours! Margaret was not upset by this. She said that this had given her extra time to brush up on her Spanish. (I think she spent at least three hours trying to repeat: “Mootchas Grassy Ass”, “Sea See” and “Per flavour”.)  

When we finally arrived in Puerto Vallarta, Margaret had booked a room for us in a hotel that was really close to the airport. That was a good thing, as apparently the donkeys were on strike that week. 
We walked to the hotel from the airport (of course I had to lug Margaret’s bags). While we were there, we slept like babies (during our 20-minute intervals in between landings and take-offs)!  

Margaret said that the brochure she had read stated that the hotel had “lots of character”. I wonder if there was a typo in that flyer. What a dump! The hotel was incredibly plain and run-down; it had no “character” at all. Or should I say, it was full of all kinds of characters: Hell’s Angel Bikers, drag queens, drug pushers; ex-cons and prostitutes were the best clients (never mind the rest)!

Margaret loved to eat out! We certainly did a lot of that! The hotel had no windows so the “cucarachas” could come and go as they pleased. So did the dust, the flies and the birds. The chef would often say: “What is today’s special? Whatever gets dropped into your plate!” Margaret often whined about the food. She insisted that the infamous brochure had boasted a “four star” rating. Our host introduced us to his “four stars” our first evening there: Ramon, Ramona, Viejo and Vieja! (Actually the four stars were the same person, Enrico, who dressed up as four different characters.)

All “four” of them sang off key. They also acted as receptionist, bell boy, waiter, bus boy, cook and housemaid.

At least the hotel check-out was easy. For a long time after, I wondered if anyone in that hotel ever realized we had been there at all.

Of course, it all worked out for the best in the end. Margaret asked me for a divorce before our trip ended and I met Juanita there that same week.

So now, let me tell you about the first trip Juanita planned for us. OOPS, sorry please excuse me for a minute.

“What is it my Brigitta darling? It’s time for us to go? Really? Oh, by the way, where is it that you’ve booked our flight to? Tokyo? Oh good, I LOVE hummus and tabouleh!”
Comprehension questions
1.
Had the narrator enjoyed his first trip with his first wife?  Why or why not?


(Type of information sought: __________________________________________)

2.
What does the narrator think about love and marriage?


(Type of information sought: __________________________________________ Remember, this includes past, present and future.)

3.
What did the brochure mean about a “four star” hotel?


(Type of information sought: __________________________________________)

4.
What kind of holidays had the narrator been looking forward to?


(Type of information sought: __________________________________________)


5.
What has the narrator learned about travelling and marriage or has he learned anything at all in your opinion?


(Type of information sought: __________________________________________)

Discussion questions
1.
What are you planning for your upcoming holidays?  What are you looking forward to? (Use all your future verb tenses.)
2.
Have you (or has someone you know) ever had a bad or negative experience during your (his or her) holidays?  Do you think good or bad holidays can impact on a person’s relationships? (Use the present perfects and present tenses.)
Validation Test

1.
When you check in to a hotel, you will probably need to
a)
verify the references.
b)
use your credit card.

c)
write up a check.

2.
When you check out of your hotel you
a)
register into the hotel.

b)
leave the hotel.

c)
inspect the hotel

Which of the above answers would it be if you check out the hotel?

3.
If a person brushes up on something, he or she

a
studies.

b)
learns.

c)
forgets.

4.
Eating out is the same as
a)
ordering Chinese food.

b)
putting your dishes into the dishwasher.

c)
eating in a restaurant.

5.
If you want to wake up on time, you may need to set your
a)
grandfather clock.

b)
cuckoo clock.

c)
alarm clock.

6.
When you finally get around to doing something, you end up doing something you
a)
really enjoy.

b)
haven’t had time to do earlier.

c)
really loathe.

7.
Most people look forward to
a)
their summer vacation.

b)
getting fired.

c)
visits with their in-laws.

8.
To ‘get up’ means to
a)
get under the bed.

b)
get into bed.

c)
get out of bed.

9.
When something works out, all parties involved are usually
a)
unhappy with the results.

b)
happy with the results.

c)
thinking that they have been cheated out of something.

10.
To ‘wait on’ someone means to
a)
wait for them.

b)
serve them.

c)
drop something on them.
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