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ring up
1. Mark up: To increase the price of something, especially something that previously could be bought for a lower price.
Before the Christmas rush in December, many stores mark up their prices. (separable) 
Macy’s has just marked its prices up.

2. 
Mark down: To reduce the price of something: a discount price 

Before declaring bankruptcy, Eaton’s had marked down many of its prices. (separable)
With the rise of the Canadian dollar, many American stores have marked their prices down.

3. 
Put back: To put something in the place where it was before it was moved or displaced.  
“Shelley, put that back on the shelf!  It’s time to go and we have no more money left.”      (separable)
4. 
Take back: To take something, that you have bought, back to a shop because it is broken or not suitable. – To return something to the store.
“That lamp doesn’t work so, please take it back to the store.”    (separable)
The store refused to take back the lamp.

5. 
Bring back: To bring something with you when you come back from a place.

John brought back many souvenirs from Thailand.        (separable)
Don’t forget to bring your mother’s sweater back; she was nice enough to lend it to you for the party.
6. 
Hang out: To spend time at a particular place or with a particular person, with mostly nothing specific to do.
After school, a lot of the kids like to hang out at the mall.     (inseparable)
7.  
Put aside/lay away: To hold an item or merchandise for a short period of time, till the client returns to pay for it in full.
“Would you please put this aside for me? I’ve got to go to the bank; but then, I’ll be right back to pay for it.”      (separable)
Do you allow clients to lay away merchandise that is on sale?     (separable)
on sale versus for sale
· Merchandise that is ‘on sale’ has been marked down.

· Merchandise that is ‘for sale’ may be sold; merchandise that is marked ‘not for sale’ is not meant to be sold; it is there on display only.

8. 
Put down: To pay part of the money you owe as a guarantee that you’ll pay the balance later.

“If I put $20.00 down, could you lay this away for me till next Friday?” (separable)

To lay away merchandise, you must put down a deposit.

9. 
Run up: To increase the amount you owe through continuous spending.

Cell phones can be quite expensive. My son really ran up our phone bill last month. Now we owe the phone company $300.00!     (separable)
I wish you wouldn’t keep running that tab up so high at the bar; it offsets the budget.

10. 
Ring up: To total the amount of the bill on a cash register.

Cashier: “Let me ring that up for you, dear.”      (separable)
Please hold off ringing up these groceries; it seems that I’ve forgotten my purse in the car.

Fill in the blanks using the following. Some may be used twice.
mark up
mark down
put back
take back
bring back

hang out
put aside/lay away    put down
    run up
ring up

1.
“If you decide to take some money out of our Savings Account, you had better ____________________ it _______________ when you receive your next pay check.”

2.
“Have a great time on your trip but, don’t forget to ____________________ me __________________________ a souvenir!”

3.
“Would you quickly ___________________these items ______________for me please? My parking meter time is up.”
4.
“If you can’t pay for it all right away, simply have the clerk ____________ it _____________ till you can.”

5.
“Cecilia, please _______________that blouse _____________ to the store.  It really doesn’t go with anything in your wardrobe.”

6.
Barney: “Hey Fred!  Let’s go to the Sports Shop! They’ve ____________________ the prices on all golf equipment!”

Fred: “But Barney, you know I can’t play golf anymore. The doctor won’t let me.”

Barney: “That’s okay Fred. But doesn’t one of your very best friends have a birthday coming up soon? Hint, hint!”

7.
Sally: “What are your plans for the weekend?”

Bea: “Oh, I think I’ll just __________________ with some friends from school.”

8.
“What a jerk! Tom _______________________ so many bills on Ellie’s credit cards that she now has to hold on to two jobs just to pay off* her boyfriend’s bills.”
In this context,

*pay off means to eliminate the balance entirely

9.
“If you ____________________a deposit of a thousand dollars, we can guarantee this same price till the end of the month. “

10.
 Elizabeth: “This is outrageous! These prices have really been ____________________________! I was in here last week and the prices were much lower!”

Charles: “Haven’t you heard, Mother? They’ve been bought out* by an American company. That’s why the prices have increased.”
*to buy out means to purchase a company in what are sometimes hostile conditions.

Nouns: a by-out is a take-over

Instructions: First, go over the response(s) to identify the verb tenses used. Then, make up your own questions. Select your verb tense(s) carefully.
mark up
mark down
put back
take back
bring back

hang out
put aside/lay away    put down
    run up
ring up

1.
(mark up)  _________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Unfortunately, yes. As energy costs are constantly on the rise, we have had no choice.
2.
(mark down)  ______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Yes, but for one day only!
3.
(put back)  ________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
No!  That outfit looks terrific on you!
4.
(take back)  ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Well, if you don’t, it’s just going to sit there gathering dust.
5.
(bring back)  _______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
From Paris.
6.
(hang out)  ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
That’s hard to say. It could be the West Edmonton Mall, the arena or the park.
7.
(put aside/lay away)  ________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
No problem. We’ll be glad to hold it for you for a period of ten days.
8.
(put down)  ________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Normally we ask for a deposit of at least 10%.
9.
(run up)  __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
For more money than I normally get on my pay check.
10.
(ring up)  __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
Gladly, but you need to get in line first. All these other people were here before you.
A Special Anniversary / The Flintstones (French equivalent: Les Pierres-à feu)
Identify ALL the phrasal verbs in this story. You may be baffled by a few of these. See the vocabulary study that has been supplied for you.
Driiiing! Driiiing!

Betty: “Hello?”

Wilma: “Hi Betty! Put on your good walking shoes; we’re going shopping!”

Betty: “Oh – oh! What has Fred been up to1 this time? He didn’t forget your wedding anniversary again, did he?”

Wilma: “Worse! He couldn’t forget our anniversary; I’ve been dropping ‘not-so-subtle’ hints2 for months now.”

Betty: “Soooo?”

Wilma: “Guess what my ‘loving husband’3 got me for our anniversary this year?
Betty: “I’m afraid to ask. What?”
Wilma: “A BOWLING BALL!”

Betty: “A bowling ball? You’re kidding?4”

Wilma: “I wish I were!5 So, get your coat on!”

Betty: “But wait!  Haven’t you just told me that you and Fred are on a tight budget these days?”

Wilma: “That’s right. But, this was all before the ‘bowling-ball incident’. Furthermore Betty, have you forgotten the modern-day housewife’s motto?”6
Betty: “Of course not!”

A trumpet sounds: “Tum, ta, dum!”

Betty and Wilma (in harmony): “Charge It!”

At the store:
Wilma: “Betty! What do you think of this duck-billed platypus7 fur coat?”

Betty: “It’s gorgeous! But, I think you should put it back.”8
Wilma: “Why? Don’t you think I deserve it?”9
Betty: “Of course you deserve it! But, unless you have a winning lottery ticket in your pocket, I don’t think you and Fred can afford it10. I’m your ‘friend’ remember?”

Wilma: “I suppose you’re right. What if I just buy it for a day and bring it back11 tomorrow?”

Betty: “Wilma!?”

Wilma: “All right. I’ll find something else. Miss, weren’t these outfits cheaper12 last week?”

Saleslady: “You’re right. Unfortunately we’ve had to mark up13 all our imports from Atlantis. It seems a lot of their companies have gone under.”14
Betty: “That’s too bad!”

Saleslady: “Fortunately, you’re just in time15 for our ‘White Sale’. It has just begun this morning and everything in white has been marked down16 20%.”

Wilma: “Thank you! We’ll keep that in mind.”17
Betty: “By the way Wilma, where did Fred and Barney rush off to18 this morning?”

Wilma: “I ordered Fred to take that bowling ball back19. So, I think he and Barney are going to hang out20 at the pool-hall until I cool off.”21
Three hours later...

Wilma: “Well I guess I’ve run up quite22 the bill!”

Betty: “Are you feeling better?”

Wilma: “I am now but, I’m beginning to wonder how I’ll feel when Fred gets the bill?  He’ll probably hit the roof!”23
Wilma: “Come to think of it24, I won’t have the saleslady ring any other dress up25. I guess I’ve spent enough. Say, haven’t you found anything for yourself?”
Betty: “Actually I did! I’ve found these darling pterodactyl-egg-coloured26 earrings. I put $20 down27 on them. The saleslady will put them aside till28 Barney’s next payday.”

Back home: Wilma: “I’m beginning to think that maybe I’ve acted too hastily29. I’m feeling guilty.”30
Betty: “What’s that big box doing outside your front door?”

Wilma: “I don’t know.”

Betty: “Look Wilma! There’s a card on it.”
Wilma: “You’re right. Let31 me open it up.”

Wilma reads:

”Dear Mrs. Flintstone,

Here’s the dishwasher your loving husband bought for your Anniversary. We’re sorry to have to deliver it one day late. Although your husband ordered it for your anniversary six months ago, because of the flood32 in Atlantis, delivery was put off33. Please accept our apologies and have a very Happy Anniversary!”

Wilma starts crying...

Betty: “Come on Wilma! Let’s get in the car. We’re taking everything back34 and getting your money back35. Then, we’re going to pick up36 the boys. It’s time for all four of us to have a special meal to really celebrate your wedding anniversary!”
Vocabulary Study - Flintstones:

1. be up to: means to be involved in mischief; to get oneself into trouble

2. to drop hints: to make comments that are meant to remind someone about something

not-so-subtle: obvious, evident
3. my loving husband: my spouse who shows his love for me

4. you’re kidding: you’re joking

5. I wish I were: notice the special grammar that always accompanies the verb to wish:


I wish I were (not ‘was’). You wish she were.

 They wish I were. I wish you were. Etc.
6. motto: phrase that sums up a guideline. It could be something like:
· Buy now and pay later.

· Eat your heart out.

· Eat healthy.

· Yesterday is gone, tomorrow is out of reach so now is the only time you actually have.

7. duck-billed platypus: a platypus is a prehistoric animal with a mouth (bill) shaped like a duck’s

8. put it back: means you should not buy it. See Definition #3.

9. I deserve it: means I have earned it; I have earned the right to have it.
Continued, Vocabulary Study / The Flintstones

10. can afford it: can pay for it

11. take it back: return to the store. See Definition #4.

12. cheaper: lower-priced; less expensive

13. mark up: raise the price. See Definition #1.

14. to go under: to declare bankruptcy; to go out of business

15. just in time: within a limited period of time

16. has been marked down: has been reduced in price

17. to keep something in mind: means to remember something; to consider something as a            possibility

18. rush off (to): is a separable phrasal verb which means to take off. See definition # ____ at Lesson ____. 

19. take that bowling ball back: to return it to the store. See Definition #4.

20. hang out: spend time with nothing specific to do. See Definition #6.

21. to cool off: means to calm one’s anger

22. I’ve run up a bill: I’ve over spent. See definition #9.

 quite: the word ‘quite’ serves to emphasize whatever is being said
23. to hit the roof: means to be very angry and to express that anger loudly or violently

24. come to think of it: means ‘now that I’m thinking about it’

  Note: Do learn the exact syntax of this useful and widely-used expression.

25. I won’t have the saleslady ring any other dress up: I won’t ask the clerk to register the sale for      more dresses.

26. pterodactyl-egg-coloured earring: ear pendants that are the colour of the egg of a prehistoric bird

27. I put 20$ down: I gave a deposit of 20$.
28. put aside: lay away. See definition #7.

 till = until (This means from the present moment to the moment when…)

29. hastily: means quickly, rapidly
30. to feel guilty: to have something reproachful on the conscience

31. let: means allow, permit

32. flood: inundation

33. put off: means postponed

Continued, Vocabulary Study / the Flintstones

34. we’re taking everything back: returning all to the store

35. and getting your money back: and obtaining a refund

36. pick up: to go and get with a vehicle

THE END

Comprehension questions (Pay attention to the picture evoked by the verb tense and respond accordingly in regards to the information sought.)
1.
What anniversary did Fred and Wilma celebrate? What gift had Fred really bought for the anniversary despite appearances? 
(Type of information sought: _________________________________________)

2. 
Why didn’t Wilma like her gift? (the bowling ball)
(Type of information sought: __________________________________________)

3.
What do all the animals mentioned in the story have in common?


(Type of information sought: _________________________________________)

4.
What had been Wilma’s motive behind the shopping spree?

(Type of information sought: _________________________________________)

5.
Why had Betty suggested they take back all their purchased items?


(Type of information sought: _________________________________________)

Discussion questions
1.
Do you like to shop? Have you ever put anything aside? Have you ever had to take anything back to a store? Tell us about it.
2.
Many people say that credit cards are a “blessing”; others say that they are a “curse”. What do you think? How do you feel about people who buy things on credit? Is getting a mortgage similar to using a credit card?

3.
Nowadays gas prices are marked up and down regularly? Why is that? Do you think your government should/could do anything about it? Does your country have organizations that protect consumers?

Validation Test
1.
If a price has been marked up, the item now costs
a)
less.

b)
more.

c)
the same as it did before.

2.
When stores mark down their products they are usually trying
a)
liquidate merchandise
b)
to create a new trend.

c)
make a bigger profit.

3.
When you put something back, you usually
a)
bring it home.

b)
put it away.
c)
decide to sell it on E-Bay.

4.
If you take something back, you hope the store will
a)
give you your money back.

b)
sell you a more expensive model.

c) 
laugh at you.

5.
When you travel outside the country, do you
a)
bring up something for your loved ones?
b)
take back something for your loved ones?
c)
bring back something for your loved ones?
6.
Where do teenagers in your country like to hang out
a)
near a hospital.

b)
near a shopping centre or a store.

c)
near a war zone.
7.
If a salesperson puts something aside for you, they expect you to
a)
return to pay it off in full.

b)
put it on your credit card.

c)
pay a mark-up later.
8.
You put money down on something when you:

a)
are sure you will pay it off in a short time.

b)
want to give it to your favourite teacher for her/his birthday.

c)
when you want to be sure the store will hold it for you for a short while.
9.
When you run up a big bill
a)
you may have to cut down on your spending for some time in order to pay for it.

b)
you may need to take a pair of scissors to cut it into smaller bills.

c)
you may need to take shopping lessons from Paris Hilton.

10.
When a cashier rings up your items, he or she
a)
adds on 10% for his or her tip.

b)
tallies up the total cost of your purchased items.

c)
gives you his or her phone number and asks you out on a date.
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